
BE STRONG AND BE COURAGEOUS…..Greetings from Pastor Andrew 
 
Dear Family, 
 There are so many things in flux at Oakland these days. We’re still adjusting to a new Pastor, his verbose teach-
ing style, and laid back appearance. We’ve hired a new Nursery Worker. We’re changing our Children’s Church policies 
and volunteer schedule. We’ve cancelled some events and added others. We’re currently looking for a new Worship 
Leader and Music Director to lead us in Sunday worship, and that person is sure to bring their own unique talents, style, 
and taste to our music together. We still have more than $500,000 in debt on our new facilities, a small number for some 
and huge number for others. Our denomination is becoming more progressive in her understanding of salvation and 
sexuality. Cleveland is growing as always with more than 16,000 people currently living within 3 miles of Oakland’s prop-
erty. And the Session is halfway through a process to discern how God is calling Oak-
land to be Church by making more and better disciples of Jesus in Cleveland. 
 For all of us these transitions bring mixed emotions, ringing through our souls 
simultaneously like an odd collection of handbells. For some of us, the change fills us 
with discord and discomfort. Others cheer and chant, “Encore.” We have different re-
actions and opinions. As we address, plan, and implement all of these needs and 
changes, we will disagree, explain, listen, understand, and grow; but if we avoid them 
or rush through them, we will short-circuit the spiritual growth and relational intimacy 
God intends. 
 Through all of this there are two things I want to remind all of us: 1.) Keep the 
main thing to main thing and 2.) “Be strong and courageous, for the LORD your God 
will be with you, wherever you go.” 
 First, the main thing is and has always been Jesus, who at the cost of his own 
blood ransomed us from death and the Devil, paid the infinite price for all our sins, 
and secured for us eternal salvation and the Father’s unconditional love. In all we do, 
remember that you and I are more sinful than we realize, Jesus loves us more than we 
can fathom, and apart from the Bible and the Holy Spirit, we have no way to know ei-
ther of these things. Our one goal as a Church is to preach that and to teach people to 
live like it is true. 
 Second, tasked with leading the Israelites into the Promised Land, God told 
Joshua for the second time, “As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never 
leave you nor forsake you. Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these peo-
ple to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give to them. Be strong and coura-
geous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to 
the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Do not let this Book 
of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be 
careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. Have I 
not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be dis-
couraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:6-9). 
 Tasked with leading people of all nations into the Kingdom of God, Jesus told his disciples, “Go, therefore, and 
make disciples of all nations, Baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and teach them to obey eve-
rything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matt 28:19-20). 
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OAKLAND’S FAVORITE MEAL WAS                    
SERVED AT FELLOWSHIP SUPPER! 

Seventeen Saints met on April 2nd at the Fellowship Hall. We 
had a wonderful time of fellowship and food. After our stom-
achs were full, we played our Easter trivia game. Don't ever let 
anyone tell you that seniors are not competitive, because we 
can prove you wrong. Everyone had so much fun that there 
maybe future Bible trivia to be played! Preston Woods won our 
door prize, a beautiful Easter Cactus. Just a reminder, our end 
of the year picnic is on May 7th at 10 :00am in the Fellowship 
Hall. Hope to see you there.   
   Becky 

BE STRONG AND BE COURAGEOUS - Continued 

Senior Saints - PICNIC TIME!!! 

 Jesus’ most often repeated command is “Do not fear,” and I 
for one need to hear it again. Be strong and courageous. Be 
strong and courageous. Be strong and courageous. 
 Be strong and courageous Church to have the hard 
conversations, to make the difficult decisions, to honor tradi-
tion by continuing to make it, to love when it’s hard, to dis-
sent when necessary, and to love brothers, sisters, enemies, 
and strangers. Be strong and courageous to admit sin, fail-
ings, bad habits, addictions, wounds, and needs. Be strong 
and courageous to drink the medicine of the gospel of grace – 
we have been saved by Jesus’ choice and Jesus’ death – by 
grace alone through faith alone in Jesus alone. Be strong and 
courageous to reject both licentiousness (God loves me, so I 
can do whatever I want) and legalism (I must do _____ so 
that God will love me). Be strong and courageous to kill all 
known sin in your life out of gratitude for what Jesus has 
done. Be strong and courageous to address the elephants in 
the room. Be strong and courageous to think theologically, to 
research rigorously, and to love relentlessly. Be strong and 
courageous to make more and better disciples of Jesus, to 
start God-conversations, to invite friends, to reject relativism, 
and to believe the Bible more than my own limited experi-

ence. 
 “Be strong and courageous, for the LORD your God 
will be with you.” You will be afraid, you will feel inadequate, 
you will even feel alone at times, but courage is not the ab-
sence of fear, it is the strength to act even when afraid. So 
Oakland, no matter where God leads us, no matter the giants 
you face, no matter how long it takes to find a Worship 
Leader, no matter how many people join Oakland or leave 
Oakland, 
 

BE STRONG AND COURAGEOUS FOR YOUR KING. 
 
For the King, 
Pastor Andrew 

Approximately one hundred people enjoyed a delicious 

Fellowship Supper meal on Tuesday, March 17. The 

menu included chicken pastry, candied yams, green 

beans, pickled beets, cornbread, and assorted desserts.  

Helen Thomas planned and coordinated the meal.  The 

Team also included Marie Barbour, Karen McIsaac, 

Sharon Moore, Jim Tabler, and Don Williford.  The des-

serts were provided by Shelia Adams, Marie Barbour, 

Norma Blackmon, Grace Davis, and Elgie Wells.  Deb-

orah Williford was in charge of the sign-in table. 

Eating together as a community of faith is a wonderful 

way to bond with fellow members and  delightful visi-

tors, but preparation and cooking is labor-intensive.  

Would you be willing to be part of a clean-up team?  If 

there are several volunteers, each team would probably 

have clean-up duty no more than three times a year.  

Clean-up involves packaging left-over food, washing 

pots and pans, etc. and cleaning the tables.  If you feel 

called to participate in this ministry, notify Mary Willi-

ford at 919-934-4949. 

The next Fellowship Supper is Wed., May 20, at 6:30 

p.m.  Come and join others for good conversation, 

fun, and food.  The menu is baked ham, macaroni & 

cheese, baby limas, rolls, and assorted desserts.  First-

time visitors eat as our guests….. just sign up so we 

will know you are coming.  Others are to watch for a 

sign-up slip in the church bulletin, place in pew enve-

lope with the appropriate amount of money.  The 

cooks need a head count so we can have enough 

food.  The cost is $5.00 per person but no more than 

$12.00 per family.  Deadline for sign-up is Monday, 

May 18. 



Seventeen Saints met on April 2nd at the Fellowship Hall. We 
had a wonderful time of fellowship and food. After our stom-
achs were full, we played our Easter trivia game. Don't ever let 
anyone tell you that seniors are not competitive, because we 
can prove you wrong. Everyone had so much fun that there 
maybe future Bible trivia to be played! Preston Woods won our 
door prize, a beautiful Easter Cactus. Just a reminder, our end 
of the year picnic is on May 7th at 10 :00am in the Fellowship 
Hall. Hope to see you there.   
   Becky 

THINGS ARE REALLY BAZAAR AT OAKLAND! 

 

 
A Note from Helen Thomas -  Bazaar Coordinator 
 

This year will mark the sixth year for our annual bazaar. I have had the privi-

lege of serving as the chairperson for the bazaar for the last 3 years. Most of 

the team has served for all 5 years and have done an amazing job. In the 5 

years we have raised $35,711 to support the Building Fund and $2,234 for the 

PYC. This has been a wonderful fundraiser to support these funds. 

 

I will be stepping down as the chairperson and Amy Corbett will take over as 

the new chairperson for the bazaar. I am grateful for all the support I have 

had and I know Amy will carry on the wonderful tradition of this project. 
 

   In His service, 

   Helen Thomas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It’s that time- time to begin planning for our sixth annual bazaar. The bazaar 
will be on Saturday November 21, so mark your calendars and save the date. 
As the bazaar team begins to make plans we hope you will start thinking 
about ways you could help with the bazaar. If your talent is canning or pre-
serving we hope you will consider planting an extra row or two and donating 
some of your canned goods to the bazaar. If your talent is sewing or crafting 
we hope you will begin to think of items to make for the bazaar. Many 
churches in the area have bazaars, but the Oakland bazaar is the only one to 
offer home canned goods, jams, jellies, and pickles.  We have shoppers com-
ing specifically for these items.   Each year the bazaar has been more success-
ful than the year before and we hope to make this year our best ever. With 
your generous donations we will be able to exceed our goal. 
 

New Prayer Concerns:  

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR:   

Vernie Mae Adams 

All Christians facing persecution - Bill Spencer 

Charles Allen - friend of James & Marie Barbour  

David Anderson - hit by vehicle in critical condition.     

Vicki Austin 

Bailey Family - friend of Nicole Dalton 

Glen Baker - Rudy Baker’s brother  

Macy Baker - Kim & Wayne Baker 

Amy Barefoot - requested by Marie Barbour 

Mrs. Billie Barefoot - cousin of Michael Barefoot, MS. 

Marshall Barefoot - cousin of Michael Barefoot, cancer. 

Doris Batten - mother of Marie Barbour. 

Lessie Blackmon, Meadowview Assisted Living 

Richard Boyd 

Betty Bradford - mother of Rebecca Bradford 

Darlene Brady - cousin of Marie Barbour 

Tony Braswell - cousin of Pat Baker, kidney cancer 

Grace Broadwell - great grandma of Edi Broadwell. 

Beth Budworth - friend of Regina Wright.  

James Carlton - father of Kim Carden 

James Corron - grandfather of Ambray Maloney 

Sue Creech - requested by Amber Barbour 

Gloria Crumpler - friend of Tom Douglas, cancer 

Joe Currin - friend of Marie Barbour 

Debra Davis - friend of Regina Thompson, surgery 

Paula Denton, kidney cancer 

Albert Fentress - father of friend of Keli Adams. 

Furino Family - friends of Nicole Dalton 

Neva Georgeson - friend of Jim & Pat Tabler 

Micah Gaus - friend of Jane Lee, cancer 

Patricia Hamby - cousin of Joy Williams, stroke 

Jerry Johnson Family - friends of John & Nicole Dalton 

Duke Lee 

Earl Lee - friend of Marie Barbour 

Terri Lee - friend of Paige Kuppler, ovarian cancer 

Jay Mansfield - cousin of Joy Williams, kidney transplant list 

Anna Moser - niece of Danielle Hamer 

Lucy McPhail - John’s mother in Texas  

Clara Murphy - Paige Kuppler, born 16 week premature   

Gwen & Justin Orilio - friends of Cheryl Kirk, cancer. 

Jonathan Overby - young deputy, cancer 

Barbara & Seba Parrish - Luter family friend, health issues 

Luther Partin - cancer 

David Peterson and daughter Amanda 

Xander Pond - Jane Lee, cancer 

Charles Powell, Sr. - cousin of John McPhail, cancer. 

Sudie Powell - family member of John, Nicole and Schuyler 

Dalton, stroke. 

Ashley Spain 

Dorothy Stephenson - Barbour Court  

Ellis Stokes - father of friend of Keli Adams. Garland Stretch 

- Laurels of Forest Glen, Garner 

Jamie Thompson - brother of Jeff Thompson, heart failure 

Wayne Tudor 

Madeline Wagner – friend of Charlie Carden, cancer 

Dorothy West - aunt of Kelly Luter, cancer 

Jessica Williams 
 

Please remember our homebound and nursing home folks. 

Condolences 

We extend prayers and condo-

lences to Kate Dulmaine and 

family on the passing of her 

mother, Sue Nagle. 

We extend prayer and condo-

lences to John McPhail on the 

passing of his cousin, Jackie 

Benton. 

Financial Information: 

January  

Budget:    $18,244.33 

Giving:    $16,535.00 

Difference: ($1,709.33) 
 

February  

Budget:    $18,244.33 

Giving:    $20,303.00 

Difference: $2,058.67 
 

March 

Budget:  $18,244.33 

Giving:  $22,412.00 

Difference: $4,167.67 
 

Total Budget: $54,732.99 

Total Giving: $59,250.00 

Difference: $4,517.01 

 

Building Fund Information: 

January  $1,495.00 

February $5,900.00 

March  $2,535.00 

Total  $9,930.00 



Mission & Outreach - Back Pack Buddies Drive  

At the beginning of April, Pat Baker 

and Sharon Moore delivered the 

TONS and TONS of food collected 

by Oakland’s recent BackPack Bud-

dies food drive to Shiloh Baptist 

Church.  Shiloh serves as the disper-

sal liaison for the Backpack Buddies 

program and delivers it to the local 

schools.  In turn, the school distrib-

utes it to the children with the 

greatest need. 

 

BackPack Buddies provides children 

from food-insecure homes with 

healthy weekend meals during the 

school year. The children, selected 

by school principals, guidance counselors, and 

supervisors of various after school programs, re-

ceive a backpack containing six balanced meals 

and two healthy snacks at the end of every week 

 

FAST FACTS ABOUT BACKPACK BUDDIES 
 Nearly 116,000 children (43%)  in our service 

area applied for free or reduced price meals during 
the 2012-2013 school year.1 

 1 in 4 children are at risk of hunger in North Caro-
lina2 

 1,850 children were served 68,450 BackPacks at 55 

sites in 7 counties during the 2013-14 school year 

The PYC attended Winter Jam on March 31 at the 

PNC Arena in Raleigh.  We had a lively group includ-

ing Josh and Jamie Williford, Craig Hamer, Dillon 

Wells, Cody Bradford-Jolly, Philip Velie, Amy LaRue, 

Edi Broadwell, and her cousin Abby Smith.  Chaper-

ones were Ed and Deborah Williford, Jennifer 

Wells, and Svetlana Velie.  Waiting in the parking 

lot was an entertaining moment all to itself!  The 

concert started at 7pm and the arena was 

packed.  It took a while for us to find seats and we 

finally ended up on the 3rd level.  Some of the art-

ists were Jeremy Camp, Family Force 5, For King & 

Country, and Francesca Battistelli, with speaker 

Tony Nolan.  The music was great and everyone 

had a wonderful time. 

FIFTH SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP 

      On Sunday, March 29th during the 9:45am Sunday School 

hour all of the classes came together for breakfast refresh-

ments, catching up with others and spiritual fellowship.  The 

adult classes then assembled together to learn a little bit 

about what is going on in the other classrooms at Oakland. 

Rudy Baker shared that the Betty Joe Hatcher Class is study-

ing "The Spirit Comes" from the curriculum The Present 

Word.  Denton Lee and Mary Williford discussed the current 

study of The Upper Room Class which is, "The People of God 

Set Priorities".  The curriculum that they are using is Life Ap-

plications by David C. Cook.  Next, Stinson Lee shared that 

The Faithful Followers are studying "Joseph-How God Builds 

Character" by Paul Borthwick.  And lastly, Allison Lee shared 

that The Developing Disciples are working through Proverbs  

http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/fbs/resources/data/
http://feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/hunger-studies/map-the-meal-gap.aspx


in the Bible.  It was very exciting to hear about our Sunday 

School classes and witness what an impact these classes are 

making on the people that attend each week...very cool!  Thank 

you to all of our Sunday School presenters. 

     One of the things that we, as the Oakland family, have 

learned since Pastor Andrew has joined us, is the importance of 

sharing our faith journeys.  In order to grow as disciples and a 

congregation it is important to share "our story" with others 

and to learn about our family member's journeys as well.  So, 

Mark Hamer graciously shared his faith journey and his walk 

with the Lord.  We were able to hear about many of his spiritual 

challenges and successes and we all walked away feeling in-

spired, connected, and moved by his story. A huge thanks to 

Mark for sharing and giving us all such an amazing gift!  We look 

forward to learning and sharing much more with each other in 

the near future.  At the end of our hour together, it was exciting 

to witness just how God is showing up at Oakland each Sunday 

for Sunday School and we invite all to come and see! 

 
 

 

 

All women of Oakland Presbyterian are invited to our next 

meeting which will be on Wednesday, May 13, 2015.  This is a 

joint meeting of the morning and evening Circles and will meet 

in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00 p.m.  We will discuss Lessons #10  

and #11 in our Bible Study Finding Strength in Weakness, a 

study of 2 Corinthians. You are very welcome to this meeting 

even if you have not shared in this Bible Study. If you wish, read 

2 Corinthians v. 12 and v. 13 prior to the meeting.  This is the 

material that will be discussed.  

As has been tradition, we will celebrate the Presbyterian 

Women Birthday Offering at the May meeting.  The 2015 recipi-

ents will be:  Bethesda Christian Community Center and the 

Community of St. Therese of Lisieux.  Our offering to Bethesda 

Christian Community Center will help build a new community 

center for Seventh Presbyterian in Barranquilla, Colombia.  The 

Center will support programs to help women and children who 

are displaced and/or abused. 

The Community of St. Therese of Lisieux is a nonprofit, two-year 

residential community in Memphis, TN.  It provides support and 

education to women who have been victims of human traffick-

ing, prostitution and addiction. 

This is our last meeting until September, 2015.  Again, we urge 

all women to attend and join in this time of fellowship.  Child-

care will be provided if you will notify us in advance.  Contact 

Sharon Moore at 919-745-1445 if childcare is needed for the 

meeting. 

   

Presbyterian Women Scholarship—
Awarded to Oakland’s Jonathan Partin 
 
It is with our distinct 

honor that Jonathan 

Partin ("JP"), has been 

awarded the New 

Hope  Presbyterian 

Women's scholarship. 

This award is in the 

amount of 600 dollars. 

JP has been going to 

OPC since he was 

three years old. He 

has, and continues to 

be, a faithful member 

of our church.  He is a 

member of the property committee and has assisted with AV 

equipment for the past 6 years. In addition to this, he has been 

very involved with the youth program and assisted with the 

youth group over the past several years. He is a senior at West 

Johnson High school and plans on attending Western Carolina 

University in the Fall. At school he plays tuba in the marching 

band, wind ensemble, concert band and indoor percussion en-

semble.  He is the President and founder of the theater tech 

club and auditorium manager. Jonathan also works for the Earp 

Entertainment and Services company as well as being a DJ. All 

of this in addition to his class work! Jonathan continues to serve 

God, our church and community in so many ways; we are all so 

blessed to have such a wonderful young person in our midst. 

Congratulations Jonathan on a job well done. 

 

In His Name, 

Karen McIsaac- PW Moderator 

 

A Note from Jonathan Partin. . . 
 

I would like to thank the Presbyterian Women committee, 

Karen McIssac and Pastor Andrew for assisting me in submitting 

the information for the Presbyterian Women Scholarship.  I was 

excited to learn I was a recipient of the scholarship.    This will 

help me  in my first year of college at Western Carolina.   I have 

been blessed to grow up in Oakland Presbyterian Church. 

 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP 





Financial Peace University—SUCCESS! 

 

 

9 Weeks 
26 Families 

$56,350 Saved 
$238,317 in Debt Paid Off 

37 Credit Cards Cut Up 
 

 That is astounding, 
but those are the numbers self
-reported by folk who com-
pleted the Dave Ramsey Finan-
cial Peace University at Oak-
land Presbyterian Church. How 
awesome is that?  Well as awe-
some as that is, it is not the 
only reason Oakland decided 
to host the Financial Peace 
University. The reason is much, much bigger. 
 We want to bring more and more areas of our lives un-
der the authority of the gospel. We want to apply the good news 
of God’s grace to all our lives by obeying Jesus’ teaching in the 
Bible. We want to slowly renovate our lives until they are more 
influenced by Jesus than by TV Shows, Movies, Facebook Posts, 
or Advertising. 
 All of our behavior patterns are collages of bits and 
pieces we gleaned from our parents, former bosses, Facebook 
posts, reTweets, television sitcoms, movies, advertisements, and 
Bible verses. We collect as many things as we can that “feel right” 
or “sound true” and then we assemble them into a Frankenstein. 
 Often this works well enough, but with regard to big 
areas of our lives like marriages, family finance, and parenting, 
we’ve never really had a class or read a book. Moreover, many of 
us would like to know “what the Bible says about so and so,” but 
the Bible seems ill suited to answer our most immediate ques-
tions. The Bible is not topically arranged and so our attempts to 
study marriage run us through all 66 books covering strange sto-
ries of adultery and polygamy. Though we know the Bible should 
guide us, in the end many of us give up on learning God’s way, 
and instead lean more heavily on Blog articles posted on Face-
book that “feel true.” 
 At Oakland, we really want to learn from one another 
and learn from God’s Bible about all areas of our lives, so as a 
starting point, we decided to study one of the most difficult top-
ics – MONEY. In our world, there is no good place to learn about 
money, insurance, interest, investments, loans, debt, credit cards, 
college loans, mortgages, life insurance, insurance premiums, 
savings plans, Roth IRAs, 401Ks, 501C3s, W-2s, 1099s, Social secu-
rity, disability, pensions, mutual funds, bankruptcy, or debt col-
lectors. 
 While we want our finances to reflect the gospel, we’re 
not sure how to apply 2000-year-old teaching in 2015. For the 
most part the only time, we talk about these complex issues, 
we’re talking directly to the people selling them. We talk car 
loans with car salesmen, mortgages with mortgage brokers, in-
vestment plans with investment managers, taxes with account-
ants, insurance with insurance salesmen, and credit scores with 
all of them. While it is a gross generality to say all these salespeo-

ple (including bankers) are greedy crooks, it is fair and honest to 
say their objectivity is threatened by their need for commissions. 
 That’s why we held Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace Uni-
versity, so that we could have a teacher guide us through a cumu-
lative study of our financial decisions, dismantle the money-
myths we’ve accumulated, and reorganize our financial practices 
around God’s priorities. So for us as Christians, Financial Peace 
University is not about debt, it is about discipleship. It is about 
becoming more and better disciples of Jesus with specific regard 
to how we handle money.  
 Oakland is not about Dave Ramsey. We’re not about 
debt. We’re about disciples. We’re not about raising money, 
we’re about cultivating generosity. We are about more and bet-
ter disciples of Jesus and since no area of our live is untouched 
by sin, no area of our live can go untouched by the Gospel.  
 In the end, I am so thankful for the practical advice and 
wisdom of Dave Ramsey. The man understands money well and 
testimonies prove his system works well. I whole heartily encour-
age you to make a budget, work a budget, save well, plan for re-
tirement, and get good insurance. Still, our goal is not to get rich 
or to build wealth as Dave can sometimes lean towards, our goal 
is to avoid stupid decisions that will enslave us so that we can 
GIVE LIKE NO ONE ELSE. Our goal is not just to “act our wage,” 
but even more to live below our wage so that we can practice 
radical generosity and hospitality. Our goal is to make sure 
money does not become an idol, a false god, the source of our 
security, or the source of our worth. 
 Perhaps Proverbs 30:8-9 is a great place to summarize 
what we’ve learned, “Don’t make me either poor or rich, but 
give me only the bread I need each day. If you don’t, I might 
have too much. Then I might forget you and say, ‘Who is the 
LORD?’ Or I might become poor and steal. Then I would bring 
shame to the name of the LORD.” 
 Thank you especially to the Finance Committee and Earl 
Corbett for all your hard work organizing and hosting FPU. Thanks 
to the Barbours and the Watkins for hosting small groups, to 
those who brought cookies and made coffee, and to all of Oak-
land for supporting our efforts to bless the Cleveland community. 
God is using you to make more and better disciples, and that is 
the whole point! 
  



Glimpse of the Past—Rev. Polk Moffett 
Interim at Oakland early 70’s and 7 months in 1987 
 
“And he said unto thee, Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature.” (KJV) 
 
Rev. Moffett was born in Charles Town, West Virginia to Rev. 
Harry McClellan and Alice Maslin Gammon Moffett on July 12, 
1915.  He also had a twin brother.  He attended Davidson High 
School and graduated from Davidson College in 1937 with an 
A. B. degree in History.  He entered into the educational pro-
fession teaching Math, American History and English at Kings 
Mountain High School from 1938-1940. 
 
Following his teaching experience, he followed in his father’s 
footsteps and in 1940 entered Union Theological Seminary to 
study for the ministry.  He earned a B. D. degree in 1944 and 
was ordained by the Concord Presbytery on February 6, 1944.  
During his seminary studies, he served as a summer assistant 
minister to four churches in Fisherville, Virginia, Pawley’s Is-
land, South Carolina and Salem, Virginia.  Upon completion of 
his seminary studies in the mist of WW II, he served both God 
and country as a Navy Chaplain stationed in Okinawa, Japan 
from 1944-1946.  Before leaving for service, Rev. Moffett wed 
Miss Lois Mortimer Dickson of Kearny, New Jersey on Novem-
ber 22, 1944.  After the war, Rev. Moffett returned home to 
his wife and first daughter and completed graduate studies at 
Princeton Theological Seminary in Princeton, New Jersey.  He 
then embarked on a long and rich career in service to his Lord 
as a minister to Presbyterian churches in Blackston, Virginia, 
Dallas, Texas, Duncan, Oklahoma, and Raleigh, North Carolina.  
Along the way, his family grew from one to five lovely daugh-
ters. 
 
He served White Memorial Presbyterian Church faithfully in 
Raleigh for 16 years, retiring as Associate Minister in 1980.  
While he was there he was instrumental in developing a minis-
try to displaced Cambodian refugees.  He also worked with 
HIV/Aids and prison ministries. 
 
Rev. Moffett served on boards at Barium Springs Home for 
Children in Barium and Glade Valley School in Sparta, North 
Carolina.  He was an active Kiwanis member serving as director 
of the Key Club in Duncan, Oklahoma and past president of Sir 
Walter Kiwanis of Raleigh.  After retiring from White Memorial 
he continued to serve churches as interim minister in South-
port, Bowden, Kenly, Greenville, Wilson, Smithfield and Oak-
land.  He returned his Oakland Church salary to the treasurer. 
 
Lois taught at Gov. Morehead School for the Visually Impaired.  
She was active in many groups, the NCSU Civic Symphony Or-
chestra for 20 years, co-founder of the History and Archives 
Board for the GMS Archives Museum, Sir Walter Lioness Club, 
Delta Kappa Gama Society, Keenagers Ministry at White Me-
morial and women’s prison ministry.  She was an avid gar-
dener, talented artist in porcelain painting, knitting, ceramics, 
watercolor and oil painting and an accomplished musician, 
playing the violin, piano, bugle, mandolin, dulcimer and teach-

ing piano to many of her grandchildren and others.  I still enjoy 
looking at the family Christmas card she sent me.  She was a 
lovely lady inside and out.  To know her was to love her.   
 
Rev. Moffett enjoyed writing poetry and golfing with his bud-
dies and grandchildren.  He also enjoyed entertaining his fam-
ily and friends with his harmonica.  I want to share one of his 
poems with you: 
 

GOLF 
 

You hear Bible words on a golf course, 
But not with Church-like sound; 

 
They come from the rough 

  or a sand trap 
Or somewhere in the out—of bounds. 

 
No, it’s not like you’d hear in the choir 

  or from the pulpit or pew; 
But it’s golfer wondering 

  why the almighty 
Won’t make golf balls do 

  what they’re supposed to do 
 

He passed away after a brief illness on November 3, 2003.  
There was a private ceremony for family on November 6.  Mrs. 
Moffett passed away on August 22, 2014. 
 by Shirley Watkins, P. W. Historian 





Carol Benson  5/2 

Martin Velie  5/5 

Arianna Morgan  5/8 

Bonnie Adams  5/9 

Pat Baker  5/9 

Larry Barbour  5/9 

Brandon Pleasants 5/14 

Becky Stover  5/15 

Alex Wright  5/16 

Sarah Kirk  5/19 

Jacob Miller  5/20 

Katie Dulmaine  5/22 

Paula Wahl  5/22 

Amelia Broadwell  5/25 

Trey Jolly  5/25 

Paul Miller  5/27 

Ronald Abraham  5/31 

Darrell Kirk  5/31 

Don Williford  5/31 

James & Marie Barbour 5/10 

Randy & Lee Massengill 5/18 

Trey & Rebecca Jolly 5/29 

Andrew & Claire Ruth 5/22 



Jessica Williams  6/1 

Emily Morgan  6/6 

Melissa Barefoot  6/8 

Liam Leonard  6/10 

Craig Barbour  6/12 

Melinda Garvin  6/12 

Judy Barbour  6/14 

Alexis Ivey  6/17 

Stenson Lee  6/19 

Earl Corbett  6/21 

Kristen Stancil  6/22 

Mary Williford  6/23 

Nathan Willis  6/25 

Richard Boyd  6/26 

Troy Barber  6/30 

Don & Jennifer Wells 6/4 

David & Sandra Bjorling 6/13 

Sheridan & Allison Lee 6/16 

Dennis & Normal Blackmon 6/23 
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Come one, come all!  Get ready to eat your fill 

at the annual Fourth of July Pancake Breakfast 

at OPC!  Join us on Saturday, July 4th for an 

ALL—YOU—CAN—EAT pancake breakfast ex-

perience.  A perfect place to bring neighbors 

and friends to enjoy the start of the 4th! 


