Dear Friends of Oakland:

September / October Acorn

As I studied Matthew 8:1-4 for my recent sermon, I was struck by the image of Jesus touching the leper. The leper gets close
enough to talk to Jesus, “If you are willing, you can make me clean.” Jesus closes the remaining distance and grabs the man, “I
am willing. Be made clean.”
Touching a leper is not only taboo, it is contaminating. Lepers make the people around them unclean, and so this man has not
been intentionally touched since his diagnosis. The Bible doesn’t tell us how long, he’s been sick, but this man is desperate
enough to approach Jesus in front of a crowd of people to ask for healing – so I’m guessing he has no hope of his condition just
passing away with a couple nights rest or a little Calamine lotion. This man appears both desperate and resigned, and so assume
it’s been a long time since he was ostracized, unable to live with his family, unable to work a job, unable to visit relatives, unable
to attend worship, unable to play ancient versions of football.
How long has it been since a stranger talked to this man? How long has it been since he shook hands? How long since his last
hug? How long since he kissed his children? A month? 6 months? A year? 5 years? 20 years?
Does he even remember what another person’s finger tips feel like against his skin?
For all this time he’s been called one thing, “Unclean.” Does he remember the sound of his
own name? Does he remember what it feels like to hear someone say your name with glee?
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And then he meets Jesus. He sacrifices all his respectability to approach Jesus, and Jesus
reaches out and grabs him. Jesus becomes unclean to make him clean. Jesus touches his
filth, touches his wounds, touches what no one else will touch.
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You and I may not be lepers (though the biblical definition is quite broad), but each of us
have filth. Each of us have things we’ve done or things done to us that make us unclean, that
we hide away in locked cabinets of regret, that isolate us in prisons of shame. You know the
things that no one wants to hear about or deal with; the things no one knows how to fix or
cure or cleanse.
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And then we meet Jesus, and he closes the gap and grabs the very things we wish were
gone. Jesus touches them, willfully contaminating himself, with guilt and filth unearned, in
order to cleanse us. He reaches out steadily to touch addictions, eating disorders, sexual
mistakes, broken hearts, abuse, neglect, abandonment, perfectionism, selfishness, gossiping
lips, cowardice, judgmental minds, arrogant hearts, and doubting faith.
Often we imagine Jesus pointing a finger at all the sin in our life, but in Matthew 8, Jesus
doesn’t point, he touches, he caresses, he grabs. Jesus doesn’t point, he touches, and as he
touches he takes. We become clean, as he becomes unclean. Galatians 3:13 says that Jesus
redeemed us from the curse of the law, by becoming cursed for us; and so on the cross, Jesus becomes sin in order to makes us holy.
Close your eyes, what is Jesus holding onto in your life? What does he want to take away, if
you’d just let him?
For the King,
Pastor Andrew
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Bible 101: Learning to Learn God’s Word
All Christians believe the Bible is the most important book ever
written, unlike any other book, because it is inspired by God. All
Christians believe the Bible is the chief avenue for learning
more about God and about life, and therefore essentially useful. Because of these things, most Christians want to study the
Bible and understand the Bible.
Still Bible Study is not always intuitive and seldom is it taught
practically. That’s why Pastor Andrew spent 5 days teaching
Bible 101 during Vacation Bible School. Learning to study the
Bible and correctly interpret it is in the top 3 most vital skills for
every disciple of Jesus. Andrew grew up in a good church like
Oakland, but honestly never had someone sit and teach him to
read the Bible until college, but when he learned to read the
Bible and actually started to do so, it renovated his life.

Senior Saints - It’s THAT Time Again!
It is hard to believe that summer is quickly coming to an end.
School is starting back and soon the cooler days of fall will arrive. What does that mean for us seniors? Well, it is time to
start up our new Saint’s season! We will meet at the Cracker
Barrel on Thursday, Sept. 3 at 10:00 am for breakfast. Please
RSVP at church on August 30 or phone by Tuesday, Sept. 1 at
919-934-4064. I am looking forward to seeing everyone there!
Upcoming: Thursday, October 1 at 10:00 am TBA

During our time together, we learned the history of the Bible,
differences in translations, how to use the tools in a Study Bible, and then we transitioned into two different methods of
study: Inductive Bible Study and Lection Divina. Here are a few
of the highlights and key points:
What’s the best translation? The one you read. It doesn’t matter how good or bad your translation is if you never read it. So
read it, and read something you can understand. I think the NIV
is a good place to start, but if that is too difficult try the New
Living Translation. All translations are available online for free
at BIBLEGATEWAY.COM
What Bible should I buy? If you are going to buy a Bible, buy a
Study Bible. If you are new to reading the Bible, and often find
yourself wondering, “What does this have to do with me?”
Then I recommend a LIFE APPLICATION BIBLE (The NIV Life
Application Bible is generally a good place to start).
How do I study the Bible? The most critical and substantive
method for Bible Study is often called Inductive Bible Study. It
consists of 6 steps: Pray, Read, Observe, Interpret, Apply, Pray.
First, we always bookend our study by asking the Holy Spirit to
help us understand and live the Bible. Second, we read and
hand-copy the Scripture or a portion of the Scripture into our
journal, this forces us to slow down, and read carefully. Third,
we use the 5Ws and 1H to observe the key points of Scripture:
Who? What? When? Where? Why? How? These investigative
questions help us answer the question: What does the Scripture
SAY? Fourth, we interpret the Bible by asking, “What does this
teach me about God? What does this teach about humans? Why
is this in the Bible?” Here we are trying to understand: What
does the Scripture MEAN? Fifth, we apply the Bible to our lives
by asking, “What would my life look like if I believed this? Is
there a command to obey or an example to follow?” Remember, we read the Bible to be TRANSformed rather than INformed.
For more information, check out
www.oaklandpresbyterianchurch.org/grow

Fellowship Supper and Picnic Time
It was picnic time at Oakland’s July Family Night Supper
on Wednesday, July 15 – where 75 people chowed
down. What would a picnic be without hamburgers,
hotdogs, baked beans, corn on the cob, fruit salad and
ice cream sundaes. Thanks to the Family Night supper
crew, Sharon Arends, Joe Austin, Marie Barbour, Kayla
& Sharon Moore, Karen McIsaac, Jim Tabler and Elgie
Wells. Also thanks to the cleanup crew, Deborah Williford and Cara & Matt Heater. A special thanks to Carl
Wade Adams who was the “grill master.” The enjoyment continued long after the food was gone as folks
talked and visited way past the cleanup was complete.
Wondering when the next dinner is? Well, mark your
calendars for Wednesday, September 16 and join us!
The menu will be BBQ chicken, mashed potato casserole, green beans, slaw, rolls and assorted desserts.

New Concerns:
PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR:
All Christians facing persecution - Bill Spencer
Uncle of Cara Heater—multiple myeloma and kidney failure
Vernie Mae Adams
Charles Allen - friend of James & Marie Barbour
David Anderson - hit by vehicle in critical condition.
Bailey Family - friend of Nicole Dalton
Glen Baker - Rudy Baker’s brother
Macy Baker - Kim & Wayne Baker
John Barnes - friend of Earl Corbett
Mrs. Billie Barefoot - cousin of Michael Barefoot, MS.
Marshall Barefoot - cousin of Michael Barefoot, cancer.
Doris Batten - mother of Marie Barbour.
Lessie Blackmon, Meadowview Assisted Living
Richard Boyd - Multiple Myeloma
Betty Bradford - mother of Rebecca Bradford
Darlene Brady - cousin of Marie Barbour
Tony Braswell - cousin of Pat Baker, kidney cancer
Beth Budworth - friend of Regina Wright.
James Carlton - father of Kim Carden
Sue Creech - requested by Amber Barbour
Gloria Crumpler - friend of Tom Douglas, cancer
Joe Currin - friend of Marie Barbour
Debra Davis - friend of Regina Thompson, surgery
Paula Denton, kidney cancer
Albert Fentress - father of friend of Keli Adams.
Furino Family - friends of Nicole Dalton
Micah Gaus - friend of Jane Lee, cancer
Patricia Hamby - cousin of Joy Williams, stroke
Hilda Helms & Family - friend of Marie Barbour
Jamy Helms - friend of Danielle Hamer
Carolyn Hollingsworth - friend of Melissa Barefoot, cancer
Sheryl Huey - stepmom of Danielle Hamer
Betty Intenmann - sister of Pat Tabler, strokeBen Johnson cousin of Bill Yelvington
Jerry Johnson Family - friends of John & Nicole Dalton
Ann & Duke Lee
Marvin and Shirl Lee
Brian LaRue & family
Jay Mansfield - cousin of Joy Williams, kidney transplant list
Jennifer McKissick - niece of Merle & Charlotte McNutt, cancer.
Family of Dakota Morgan - friend of Keli Adams
Lucy McPhail - John’s mother in Texas
Robert Morrison and family - friend of David Miller
Ada Norris
Rhett Adams
Mary Olive - friend of Marie Barbour
Gwen & Justin Orilio - friends of Cheryl Kirk, cancer.
Jonathan Overby - young deputy, cancer
Luther Partin - cancer
David Peterson and daughter Amanda
Xander Pond - Jane Lee, cancer
Charles Powell, Sr. - cousin of John McPhail, cancer.
Sudie Powell - family of John, Nicole and Schuyler Dalton
Ashley Spain
Dorothy Stephenson - Barbour Court
Jimmy Stevenson - friend of Charlie Carden, cancer.
Ellis Stokes - father of friend of Keli Adams.
Garland Stretch - Laurels of Forest Glen, Garner
Jamie Thompson - brother of Jeff Thompson, heart failure
Madeline Wagner – friend of Charlie Carden, cancer
Jessica Williams
Please remember our homebound and nursing home folks.

Financial Information:
January
Budget:
$18,244.33
Giving:
$16,535.00
Difference:
($1,709.33)

Condolences
We extend prayers and deepest
sympathy to Kelly Luter and the
family on the passing of her
aunt, Dorothy West

Birth Announcement
Congratulations to Sheridan &
Allison Lee and siblings Ava and
James on the birth of their
daughter, Callie Grace on July 13,
2015. Callie was a healthy 7 lbs 12
ounces. Please keep the family
in your prayers as they adjust to
the new addition to their family.

American Red Cross Drive
Many thanks for coordinating the
blood drive at Oakland Church on
Monday, July 20. We were very
pleased with the drive overall and
the willingness of the donors to
share this life saving gift. We collected blood units from 22 donors
and registered one new donor! A
very successful drive! The next
Blood Drive will be held on Monday, September 21.

Pancake Breakfast

February
Budget:
Giving:
Difference:

$18,244.33
$20,303.00
$2,058.67

March
Budget:
Giving:
Difference:

$18,244.33
$22,412.00
$4,167.67

April
Budget:
Giving:
Difference:

$18,244.33
$19,113.90
$869.57

May
Budget:
Giving:
Difference:

$18,244.33
$19,905.00
$1,660.67

June
Budget:
Giving:
Difference:

$18,244.33
$18,446.00
$201.67

July
Budget:
Giving:
Difference:

$18,244.33
$16,734.40
$(1,509.93)

Total Budget:
Total Giving:
Difference:

$127,710.31
$133,449.30
$5,738.99

Building Fund Information:
January
$1,495.00
February
$5,900.00
March
$2,535.00
April
$2,235.00
May
$5,650.00
June
$2,420.00
July
$2,125.00
Total
$22,360.00

Well, once again the Cleveland Community flipped over the Pancake Breakfast during the 4th of July.
How many pancakes and people that were served remains a mystery, but it was A LOT. This year the breakfast raised nearly
$1900.00 for Oakland’s Youth Program. The CE Team would like to
thank all those that helped plan and implement this fun and festive
event.

Rally Day - Donut Olympics
Sunday, Aug. 30 - 9:30 am

learn more about Jesus, Christianity, and the Church.
Come with your questions, your imagination, and your
thinking caps. We’re going to have a blast.

Rally Day is a party with purpose. The party is to get people
plugged into community. So we’re going to play with our
food as we get connected to Sunday School Classes this
Fall. Sunday School is our version of small groups, and one
of the primary tools God uses to shape us into disciples.
Sunday worship and sermons are great tools for growth,
but it takes intimacy, discussion, and accountability to
grow significantly. If you attend on Sundays and at large
group events, but are not plugged into a Sunday School
class, this is the day to come act a fool, hear about classes,
and get connected to a small group.

New Members’ Desserts

PYC Kick Off - August 30 - 6:30 pm
The PYC is invited to our yearly Kick Off at Pelican’s on Sunday, August 30 from 6:30-8:00 pm. We will chow down on
some sno-balls, hit a few balls, play corn hole and get our
socializing back in full swing! We’d love for you all to bring
a friend. Parents you can drop off and pick up or hang out
with us.

Oakland PYC, Acorns & Sprouts
Sprouts - Ages PreK thru Second Grade
Meets the 3rd Sunday from 5pm-6pm
Starts Sunday, September 20
Acorns - 3rd thru 5th Grade
Meets the 1st and 3rd Sunday from 5pm-6pm
Starts Sunday, September 20
Presbyterian Youth Connection - 6th thru 12th Grade
Meets every Sunday from 5pm-6:30pm
Starts Sunday, August 30th with Kick Off

Sign Me Up - Following Jesus
as a Youth Member of Oakland
Being a teenager is a lot of fun, but it’s also complex. From
dating, to sports, to school work, to future careers, to
friendships, to disappointments, to family drama, there’s
just so many questions that come up. What does Jesus
have to do with all of it? How should Jesus affect the way I
live my life or do my homework? What does it mean to be
a Christian as a teenager or a member of Oakland? What
does Baptism have to do with the Swim Team or Communion with Pizza dinners?
This Fall, Pastor Andrew will host our PYC Youth every Sunday night at 5:00 pm from September 13 to October 18 for
a Membership Class called, SIGN ME UP. Practically, this
will serve as the New Member Class for teens that have not
been “confirmed” as members of Oakland. For those already confirmed members, it will be a time to teach and

Every believer is a member of the church as an organism
(i.e. the Spiritual Body of Christ), but only those who have
publicly promised to belong to and build up a specific congregation are members of the church as an organization.
So, membership is not about defining who’s “in” and
who’s “out,” but rather about promising to follow Christ
together through thick and thin. Oakland is and always
should be a network of people all along the spiritual spectrum from agnostic to mature disciple. Membership, then,
is more about buy in and ownership. Becoming a member
says, I am not just here to be ministered to; I am here to be
a minister to others. It is the transition from consumer
Christianity (what do I get out of it) to servant Christianity
(how can I connect others to God).
If you are interested in committing to growing and serving
at Oakland, or just want more information, you’re invited
to the New Members’ Desserts every Wednesday night
from September 30 to October 21 from 7:00—8:30 pm at
Pastor Andrew’s house. Dessert and Child Care will be provided each night, as we talk about questions like: What
does it mean to be a Christian? What does it mean to be a
Church Member? What does it mean to be Oakland?
RSVP by emailing secretary@oaklandpresbyterianchurch.org or call the office at
(919) 934-5476

Stop Hunger Now Event - Sept. 23
Stop Hunger Now gets food and life-saving aid to the world’s
most vulnerable people, and works to end global hunger in
our lifetime. Established in 1998, they have provided over
180 million meals in 65 countries. They are based in Raleigh,
N.C., and operate throughout the U.S. and through affiliates
in developing countries. Oakland will be hosting a Stop Hunger Event on Wednesday, September 23 starting at 6:00 pm.
During this event, volunteers work in teams at each packaging station. Volunteers set up and take down packaging stations and equipment, fill bins with raw ingredients, scoop
ingredients into meal bags, weigh and seal the bags, box and
stack them. Volunteers receive hands-on experience in leadership development, team-building, relationship-building,
creative problem-solving, and goal-setting and achievement.
A Sign-up Sheet for Stop Hunger Now is in the Fellowship
Hall. This will be limited to members and regular visitors
to OPC only since the turnout last year was more than we
expected. Two time slots are available. First shift 6-7 pm Second Shift 7-8 pm. We would also need volunteers to
help set up and clean up. Questions? Please speak with
Mark Hamer.

Annual Church Bazaar - Nov. 21
Presbyterian Women Sunday - Sept. 13
Pastor Andrew will deliver the sermon and Presbyterian Women
will assist with other responsibilities of the service. We even
plan to have a women’s choir led by Jennifer Wells. During this
service we will include a Moment for Mission to talk about the
Presbyterian Women Circles and their role in the Church.
Welcome to a new year for Presbyterian Women!
Our Circles begin with a joint meeting on Wednesday, September 9 at 7:00 pm. Our Bible Study leader for our first meeting
will be Becky Stancil and hostesses will be Helen Thomas and
Karen McIsaac. All women are invited to attend and share in
fellowship while developing a closer understanding of the Bible.
This year’s book is “Come to the Waters” written by Judy Record
Fletcher. The books are in the closet on the shelf in the Fellowship Hall. Feel free to take one before the meeting or we will
deliver books to those who need them the evening of the meeting.
For those in need, child care will be provided if you let me know
24 hours in advance. You can email me
(KSMcIsaac@yahoo.com) or give me a call at 908-295-3307.
Officers will be installed on the evening of the first meeting by
our District 4 Representative Amelia Godwin.
The officers for the coming year will be:
Moderator: Sharon Moore
Vice Moderator: Karen McIsaac
Secretary / Treasurer: Helen Thomas
Historian: Shirley Watkins
Committee chairs for the year will be:
Morning Circle: Becky Stancil, Melinda Garvin
Evening Circle: Kitty Nappen, Sarah Leonard
Flowers: Mary Williford
Honorary Life: Pat Baker
Missions: Karen McIsaac
Food: Helen Thomas, Becky Stancil
We look forward to seeing you at the Presbyterian Women Circle
meeting. Whether this is your first time or you have been participating for years, we have plenty of room. Please join us!

Homecoming - October 25th
Homecoming is a celebration of past memories and of new beginnings. The fellowship of friends and families both old and
new and the reuniting of folks who may have strayed away from
the church to come back and restore their fellowship with the
Lord. As we prepare to celebrate Homecoming on Sunday, October 25 at Oakland, please invite and bring someone you haven’t seen for a while. Invite them to return and come “home”
and celebrate Homecoming and a new beginning.
Following the worship service, we will enjoy a time of food and
fellowship as a church family. Bring a covered dish and we’ll see
you there. For further information contact the church office at
(919) 934-546

Mark your calendars for our annual bazaar to be held on Saturday, November 21. Vendors have been contacted and booth
space is filling quickly.
In the future you will have many opportunities to help. The bazaar team will be contacting volunteers to work the day of the
bazaar. Sharon Arends and Carl Adams and their team will be
asking for cookies, brownies and biscuits to sell in the food
court. Deborah Williford and Marie Barbour and their team will
be selling raffle tickets for handmade quilts, a painting by Charlotte McNutt and a Mary and Joseph cut out for the yard. We
will also be seeking your craft items, canned goods and bake
sale items to fill the Oakland booth.
The bazaar is our largest fundraising project and all proceeds will
go to the Building Fund. We need the support of the entire congregation. We hope you will make plans to share your talents
and make this our most successful bazaar ever!

Worship Times are Changing!
Good news for tee times, lunch reservations and children’s naps:
Oakland Presbyterian Church is reconfiguring our Sunday morning worship service to create flexibility in our worship and cater
to children’s schedules. Starting September 6, we’ll meet for
Sunday School from 9:30 am until 10:15 am and then gather in
the sanctuary for worship at 10:30 am. So set your clocks and
make adjustments to arrive earlier to witness God change lives.

Sunday School Teachers:
Thank You and Welcome!
“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good
stewards of God’s varied grace.” 1Peter 4:10
We would like to recognize our Sunday School teachers for the
2014-2015 year.
Kim Baker
Pat Baker
Wayne Baker
Melissa Barefoot
Sandra Bjorling Becca Bradford
Keith Braswell
Cheryl Kirk
Allison Lee
Denton Lee
Stenson Lee
David Miller
Becky Stancil
Helen Thomas Jennifer Wells
Deborah Williford
Mary Williford
We would like to introduce the Sunday School teachers for the
2015-2016 year.
PreK thru 1st grade - Mary Margaret Boyd, Amber Barbour and
Laura New
2nd thru 5th Grade - Helen Thomas, Pat Baker and Sanda Bjorling
6th thru 12th - Kim & Wayne Baker, Cheryl Kirk & Pastor Ruth
Devoted Disciples - Allison Lee
Faithful Followers - Deborah Williford and Jennifer Wells
Betty Joe Hatcher Class - Keith Braswell and Becky Stancil
The Upper Room Class - Mary Williford and Denton Lee
We are so excited to begin another year of learning and gathering together in Sunday School. We can’t wait to see you!

Camp Albemarle by Josh Williford
I attended the service camp at Albemarle this summer. I
found it a very fun experience. I was glad to have an opportunity to do something to help the community while having a
great time doing it. I especially loved that we got to go outside of camp to work at area organizations and we still got
the full camp experience. Seeing how happy the organizations were to have our help drives me to make the best of
every day and offer help to those who need it. I also made
some great friends and grew in my relationship with the Lord.
It was a great week!

Fasting – “Without Praying, You’re
Just Starving” by Kitty Nappen
Those are the words that got me through my first fast and
have made a huge difference in my prayer life. When Pastor
Andrew challenged the congregation to fast and pray to discern God’s will for Oakland’s future, I wanted to add my
prayers and give it a try. I had never fasted and prayed before. We did our fast on a Monday and throughout the day
every time I felt a hunger pang, I prayed for Oakland. And I
kept thinking what Andrew had said about the purpose of the
fast being to pray, not starve. I would get hungry and I would
pray. I can’t tell you how this re-charged my prayer life. I felt
such an awakening to the time and opportunity I have to pray
that I didn’t before. I didn’t realize I was stuck in such routine
of morning and evening prayer. I thought I had it covered.
Praying every time I felt hungry made me realize I can use my
time to pray a lot more easily that I thought and I need to do
that. Driving in my car, waiting in line, walking, folding laundry, just endless opportunities I’d forgotten about because “I
had it covered.” I never expected fasting to open up my routine brain to stop starving my prayer life and bring me closer
to God in such a simple, wonderful way.

Vacation Bible School
Our Vacation Bible School team along with 66 young children
had a wonderful time learning about God through our
SonSparks Lab VBS Program. It was an awesome week with
lots of great helpers, yummy food and good for the soul fellowship. Andrew lead an adult Bible Study that had about 2025 participants and half of those were visitors. The CE Team is
so thankful to those that volunteered their time and/or resources to make the week a success. It takes several months
of planning to pull the week together, but it is always so rewarding to see all those little smiling faces. If you’ve never
had the pleasure of working with our young ones, I would
encourage you to do so.
Annice and Amy

was among the first to enter Wake Forest Medical
School where he studied for two years. In 1906, he
was awarded the MD degree after four years of
study at the University of North Carolina.
He arrived in the county June 18, 1906 and became
associated with the late Dr. E. N. Booker, senior father of Selma’s Dr. E. N. Booker in Cleveland Township. The two doctors worked together in the care
of the rural sick people of that section for two years
until 1908 when Dr. McLemore married Nellie Emily
Johnson in 1908. She was a native of Polenta. He
built himself a home and office in the community. To
this union five children were born, Margaret (mother
of Denton Lee), Lucille, Eloise, Robert A. and George
Ammie, Jr. Dr. McLemore wrote and filled his own
prescriptions at the office in his home. He practiced
medicine for 56 years in several communities including Polenta, Pleasant Grove community and finally in
Smithfield.

Glimpse of the Past:
Dr. George Ammie McLemore, Sr.
Dr. George Ammie McLemore was born to David Alderman
and Margaret Hall McLemore on November 21, 1878 in
McDaniels Township in Sampson County. He gained his early
education in the county school, walked three miles to school
each day. He had within himself a desire to live a long time
and entered medicine in “self-defense” so he could learn as
much about the human body as possible and fulfill his desire.
His father discouraged the idea of his son’s studying medicine.
He wanted his eldest son to remain on the farm and follow the
work of his ancestors, but once the father learned his son’s
burning ambition for medicine, he aided him financially. He

In the early 1900’s, Dr. McLemore built his own telephone line from his office at his home in Polenta to Benson.
His was the only phone around, and when WWI ended, young
Margaret was sent all over Polenta to sing out the good news
which came by phone to the McLemore home.
In 1918, a flu epidemic raged through America as WW1 raged in
Europe. Dr. McLemore worked night and day in effort to save
victims. He nourished the sick in all kinds of weather. It was
common for the people of that section to see the physician in
his road cart and horse push through the rain, sleet and snow.
In many cases Dr. McLemore would arrive at his patient’s
home so cold and stiff that they would have to remove his
overcoat and warm him, before he could minister to the sick.
He was summoned so often in such bad weather that he kept
three horses so he could change animals when one was worn
out from a trip. Later he had a 1914 Ford with gas lamps out in
front. He hired a chauffeur to help him drive it throughout the

Glimpse of the Past Continued
countryside. Johnston County was crisscrossed with dirt roads.
The new-fangled Ford bogged down in mud on many a mission of
mercy. But help was soon on the way. Bootleggers who tended
stills in woodlands by those roads learned the sound of that special car engine and abandoned their enterprise and came out of
hiding to help the doctor on his way. They knew he only wanted
to help the sick, not turn the bootleggers in. His wife, Nellie
made a mask for him to wear. He went to Smithfield and bought
crates of oranges to take to those who were lying ill. It was a
terrible time. The epidemic claimed many lives. Other bad times,
many children accidentally drank lye, a deadly substance which
was used for making soap. If you put it in water, it looks like milk
and so many children drank it. Their parents would grab them up
and go running for Dr. McLemore. So many children fell into fireplaces and received burns in those days.
Other doctors who lived in the Polenta community were Dr. Edward Nelson Booker, Sr. and Dr. Farquard Campbell, Jr.
Dr. McLemore was a man of many talents. He wrote a “carton
and quip” series for the Smithfield Herald under the title, “Aunt
Roxie Says.” He had a great love of the land that was instilled in
him by his parents and he farmed as a side line. He also gave generously of himself and his talents to the poor and needy. He also
wrote poetry.
In 1923 Dr. McLemore moved his family and his practice to Smithfield. He was a Presbyterian and served as a Ruling Elder in the
First Presbyterian Church in Smithfield.
On April 14, 1961, at the age of 82, Dr. McLemore passed away
after a long period of service in the medical profession. He was a
vanishing breed - the country doctor who had done so much for
humanity. He was buried at Oakland Presbyterian Church Cemetery as well as his wife.
Researched Smithfield Herald and Interviewed with the late Margaret Lee, years ago.
Shirley Watkins, Historian

Rob & Beth Braswell 9/10
Biff & Angie Partin 9/17
Wayne & Kim Baker 9/29
Ralph & Kathy Castanza 9/30
Stenson & Ann Lee 10/1
Paul & Kitty Nappen 10/10
Martin & Svetlana Velie 10/14
Joseph & Linda Winslow 10/16
Don & Mary Williford 10/19
Bret & Kelly Luter 10/26
Gerald & Ambray Maloney 10/28

Brenda Barefoot 9/1
Ingrid Wright 9/2
Lessie Blackmon 9/3
Julio Cegallos 9/6
Shepard Barbour 9/7
Don Wells 9/7
Paige Kuppler 9/9
Thomas Luter 9/9
Riley Maloney 9/9
Jeffery Thompson 9/10
Kay Davenport 9/11
Keith Braswell 9/13
Tammy Watkins 9/12
Fiona Kirk 9/15
Mark Hamer 9/18
Ava Lee 9/18
Anna Manning 9/18
Linda Winslow 9/19
Sarah Hanvanan 9/21
Pat Tabler 9/23
Daniel Broadwell Jr 9/24
Jordan Douglas 9/24
Adam Austin 9/25
Amber Barbour 9/25

Edward Watkins Sr. 9/25
Mike Stancil 9/26
Tom Dietrich 9/28
David Moore 9/28
Elizabeth Hall 10/2
James Lee II 10/3
Jackson Mangino 10/3
Jennifer Wells 10/4
Davis Wells 10/6
Luby Morgan 10/8
Andrew Ruth 10/8
Helen Thomas 10/8
Denton Lee III 10/10
Ramsey Wright 10/10
Amber Broadwell 10/12
Merle McNutt 10/19
Jonathan Partin 10/19
Sarah Hendrix 10/20
Sherry Hall 10/22
Ginny Price 10/22
Michelle Gillis 10/26
Michelle Dietrich 10/27
Steve Hall 10/27
Mitchell Langston 10/29
Robert Langdon Jr. 10/30
Dillon Wells 10/31

The Oakland Acorn
Oakland Presbyterian Church
8927 Cleveland Road
Clayton, North Carolina 27520
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