Dear Friends of Oakland:

May/June Acorn

Each of us comes to Jesus just like one of these boards. We come with
our own raw beauty, the grains he put in our soul, the unique qualities
God invested in us when he knit us together in our mother’s womb, but
we also come with our own scars and rough spots, our own weaknesses, failures, and wounds. We come to Jesus with wounds other
people inflicted upon us and with our own defects that have harmed
others. We come “distressed” not in pristine, brand-new condition.
Jesus does not reject our imperfections, rather Jesus takes us with all our knots, scrapes, splinters, scars, cracks and nails
and he reworks us into something more beautiful precisely because it was broken and now redeemed. He is so good and
so committed that he is able to make beauty from brokenness, beauty from ashes, life from dust and saints from sinners.
Jesus doesn’t find us
holy, he makes us holy.
Inside this issue

In Jesus’ death on the
cross, we see the worst
of human sin, but in the
resurrection, we see how
God could use even that
to redeem us. That’s
why we call the day
“GOOD Friday,” because
what was the worst day
in history, God made the
greatest. We, and even
Jesus, still bare the scars,
but somehow God gets
more glory and we get
more joy as we see just
how beautifully God
transforms our pain and
weaknesses into testimonies of his goodness and
faithfulness and artistry.
Thank Jesus, that he accepts, redeems, and remakes used lumber like me and you, and makes us into his masterpieces.
For the King,
Pastor Andrew
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Our next Family Night Supper will be Wednesday, 18 at 6:30
pm. We will be serving fried chicken, squash casserole,
mashed potatoes & gravy, green beans and biscuits. Of
course, we will also have our famous homemade desserts.
Mark your calendars and plan to attend. Registration forms
will be available on May 8 and 15. The price is still $5 per
person or $12 per family. Please pre-register and pre-pay
so we can know how many great folks plan to attend.
Thanks and we are excited to see everyone!

Campaign Co-Chair Wayne Baker said “These leaders answered God’s call to greater leadership without hesitation, and have in turn called others to committee membership. They have met faithfully, carrying out the tasks
they were called to do with willingness, cheerfulness, and
a genuine love for Oakland. Even though most of these
faithful leaders had never taken on the types of tasks they
were asked to do, they truly believed that God doesn’t
always call the equipped; He equips the called!”
Have you considered how you could help the campaign
with your prayers and a sacrificial gift?
Denton Lee, Co-Chair
Wayne Baker, Co-Chair

Pulling Together: Plowing Now for a Future Harvest
Our Pulling Together Capital Campaign is off to a great start.
On Sunday, April 10 about 30 Visiting Stewards were commissioned in preparation for their visit with every member
and friends of Oakland to deliver pledge cards along with an
informative brochure. These visits are designed to ensure
that every member has an opportunity to hear first-hand
why we are doing this now and what it will mean for our
church if we can retire our debt in 3 years.
If anyone reading the Acorn has not received a brochure,
please call the church office and we will get one in your
hands. You don’t want to miss it! In the brochure there is an
interesting history showing a time line with the many new
churches that Oakland helped start. This is fascinating reading for new and longtime members. It shows the commitment Oakland has had to the Cleveland Community and to
Johnston County for doing and giving whatever is necessary
to continue the Great Commission: “to take the Gospel to
one more person, one more family, one more neighborhood, one more town.” This is who we are, and paying off
our debt now will allow us to make the same sacrifices later.
On Sunday, April 17, all of the campaign chairs and committee members were recognized for their hard work in the
planning and execution of the campaign. The following committee chairs were recognized and thanked for their hard
work:
Edward Leonard, Chair, Finance and Fulfillment Committee
Sandra Bjorling, Chair, Hospitality Committee
Sarah Leonard, Chair, Promotions Committee
Marie Barbour, Chair, Prayer Committee
Rudy Baker, Chair, Commitment and Support Committee

Join Us for the Harvest Celebration
Mark your calendar for June 5th following church, as we
celebrate the completion of Oakland’s Capital Campaign.
The seeds have been planted, have grown and will be
ready for harvest. This is an exciting time for Oakland and
we hope to see all of Oakland’s family and friends join in
this celebration. We will have a potluck meal following
church and know there will be some awesome food to
enjoy. Oakland’s cooks are the best!
There will be more “fantastic” door prizes you don’t want
to miss! Wear your “picnic” clothes as there will be outside games for adults and children following the meal.
We have faith that the Lord will provide ideal weather for
the day. Please plan on joining us for an exciting day of
fun and fellowship.
Blessings!
Capital Campaign Hospitality Committee

PRAYER LIST
PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR:
Vernie Mae Adams
Vicki Austin
Maureen Beaudin - friend of Katie Dulmaine, breast cancer
Lessie Blackmon, Meadowview Assisted Living
Melinda Blackmon - friend of Keli Adams, cancer
Paul Baughman - friend of Davis Wells, heart & difficulty
breathing Richard Boyd - Multiple Myeloma
Gordon Cogburn - Kitty Nappen coworkers husband, bladder
cancer
David Dalessio - brother of Mary Jo & Craig New, broken hip
Phillip Ferrell - nephew of Betty Gowin, heart surgery
Sarah Hallyburton - friend of Claire Kuppler, brain tumor surgery
Robert Hinson - Rudy Baker, Meadowview
Janice Honeycutt - Rudy Baker, Meadowview
Kathy Johnson family - friend of Annis Barbee
Ann & Duke Lee
April Lee - friend of Annice Broadwell, breast cancerClay Lumsen - friend of Jim Tabler
Beverly Luter - mother of Bret Luter
Lucy McPhail - mother of John McPhail
David Moore – Sharon & Kayla Moore, cancer
Michael Palumbo - cousin of Mary Jo & Craig New, brain cancer
Dorothy Stephenson - Barbour Court
Garland Stretch - Laurels of Forest Glen, Garner
Jessica Williams
Joy Williams - hand surgery
Mary Williford, back surgery
Bill Yelvington - Kelly Luter, heart issue
Please use the yellow card marked “Prayer Requests” to submit a
prayer request. Completed forms may be placed in the collection plate
or brought to the church office. Requests will remain on the Prayer
List for 6 weeks and will then need to be resubmitted.

Condolences

Financial Information:
January
Budget:
$19,353.66
Giving:
$13,834.11
Difference:
($5,519.55)
February
Budget:
Giving:
Difference:

$19,353.66
$21,885.00
$2,531.34

March
Budget:
Giving:
Difference:

$19,353.66
$16,487.00
($2,866.66)

April
Budget:
Giving:
Difference:

$19,353.66
$21,340.00
$1,986.34

TOTAL
Budget:
Giving:
Difference:

$77,414.64
$73,546.11
($3,863.53)

Building Fund Information:
January
$3,678.00
February
$6,754.00
March
$3,481.00
April
$4352.00
TOTAL
$18,264.00

It is also our Birthday Celebration when we will honor the programs to benefit from our giving. Please plan to attend!
At this time I would like to say a special thank you to all who
volunteered to teach the lessons each month and those who
supplied refreshments at our Circle meetings. You have all
done a wonderful job with leading us through our Bible study!
Upcoming Events for Presbyterian Women
The PWP Spiritual Retreat is May 20-22, 2016 at Camp Albemarle. Signup for this event will also be available at the Circle
Meetings.

We extend deepest sympathy and prayers to Joe Winslow and family
on the passing of his mother, Nancy Winslow.

The PW Synod of the Mid-Atlantic Summer Gathering will take
place at Massanetta Springs Conference Center in Harrisburg,
VA. Dates for this event are June 16-19, 2016. Let one of the
officers of the Presbyterian Women know if you would like
more information. Or you may also refer to the Presbyterian
Women website.

The Presbyterian Women Circles continue their Bible Study
with Horizons Come to the Waters written by Judy Record
Fletcher. The final lesson is entitled “River of Life – Hope”.
We refer to the scripture in Revelation 21-22. The PW will
hold their final meeting of 2015/2016 on Wednesday May
11, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. This is a joint meeting for our morning and evening Circles.

Area 3 of Presbyterian Women of New Hope Presbytery is
hosting a special event on Saturday, August 27, 2016. The keynote speaker is Judy Siker, author of the 2016/2017 PW Horizons Bible Study, “Who is Jesus?” The event will be held at
First Presbyterian Church in Raleigh. More information will be
coming soon!
Written by Sharon Moore, PW Moderator

Mission and Outreach
Back Pack Buddies - Finishing off the year strong!
Your generous support in last fall’s offering for Back
Pack Buddies were just used to purchase 216 breakfasts,
150 lunches, 126 snacks and 200 dinners for those 5 to
10 year old children that would not have enough to eat
each weekend. This edible love was delivered to the
local pantry mid-April and will greatly help Back Pack
Buddies finish off the school year.
Now preparing to feed children during summer break
From April 24 through May 15 we will be collecting food
for the West Johnston High School Food Pantry. It operates all through the summer when Back Pack Buddies
doesn’t have access to the children. If you want to keep
things simple, keep bringing the same items you normally do. Wish List: Any Back Pack Buddy items and/or
canned beans, canned fruit, canned vegetables (not
green beans or corn), canned meat, peanut butter, jelly,
grits, oats, corn meal, rice, pasta and spaghetti sauce.
If you prefer to help with a monetary donation, you can
make a check to Oakland Presbyterian Church marked
for “Food Pantry”. The pantry would use this to buy
fresh food from the Food Bank in Raleigh, so every dollar
you contribute purchases 5 pounds of food. Also, Gardeners and Farmers if you ever have a surplus of any
fruit or vegetables, it can be dropped off at the office at
West High for the Food Pantry.
Volunteering at Pizzazz for Harbor House
Melinda Garvin, Pat Baker, Kitty Nappen, Sandra Bjorling, Cheryl Kirk and Vicki Austin volunteered at Pizzazz,
the upscale resale store run by Harbor House on April
23. They checked every tag o every piece of clothing in
the entire store and got it all straightened out and got to
help customers at the same time. They had a great time
of fellowship as they worked helping this critical cause,
AND afterwards enjoyed a meal at Simple Twist Café.
Pizzazz is located across the side street from Johnston
County Library in Smithfield. The store supports Harbor
in two ways; newly sheltered women and their children
are clothed from the store and all other items are sold
to the public to raise money for the program.
College Baskets
Baskets were prepared for all ELEVEN of our college students. These goodie baskets help encourage them as
they study for their exams and remind them of their

church family back home. Thanks to Sue Braswell for
volunteering her time to put the baskets together and
“dress them up!”
Written by Cheryl Kirk

Senior Saints - SPRING PICNIC!
The Saints met on April 7 at the Cracker Barrel for breakfast.
Ten Saints, Pastor Andrew, Claire and Jack had a wonderful
time of fellowship and of course the breakfast was great as
always. I can’t decide what we enjoyed the most, the food
or the fellowship. Pat Tabler was the lucky winner of the
door prize. I would like for everyone to mark their calendars
for May 5th. It is hard to believe but this will be our last
meeting until the Fall. Please RSVP to me by May 1st so I will
know how much food to prepare. We will meet at 10:00 am
for some cornhole and will close with a picnic lunch. You can
RSVP at Church of call me at 919-934-4064. I am looking
forward to seeing all of you on the 5th. Here’s wishing you a
safe and blessed summer.
Becky Stancil

Percy and Flossie Barber Memorial Scholarship
Filing Deadline: Sunday, May 22
The family of Percy and Flossie
Barber announce the 15th annual offering of the Percy and
Flossie Barber Memorial Scholarship. The $1000 scholarship
will be awarded to a deserving
student to provide assistance
with post-secondary educational expenses.
The selection committee will
review applications giving priority to active Oakland
members who will be graduating from high school and
have been accepted to attend an accredited college or
university and have not previously received this scholarship. In the event there are no qualified applicants from
Oakland, applicants will be considered who are active
members of other Presbyterian Church USA in the Cleveland area. The recipient will be selected based on character, academic achievement and need.
Mr. and Mrs. Barber were life-long church and community leaders who valued education as a tool to future
success. The memory of Percy and Flossie Barber will
live on in the hearts and minds of the young people who
are helped by this generous gift. We are reminded of
their faith and devotion to Oakland. Please see Annice
Broadwell for more information .

Glimpse of the Past: Dr.
Farquard Campbell Smith, Jr.
“Is any man sick among you? Let him call
for the elders of the church; and let them
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the
name of the Lord.” James 5:11 KJV
Dr. Smith was born on May 8, 1839 in Harnett County, NC to Farquard Campbell
Smith (1801-1871) and Sallie Slocum Grady
(1805-1861). He was one of seven brothers
who served in the Confederate army during
the war. His brothers were James, Henry,
Edward, Jesse, Farquard, Jr., Douglas, Curtis
and Alexander, who fought in the Civil War.
Remarkably only one was captured (briefly).
None died or were injured. According to the War Department Adjutant General’s office: “the records show that one
Farquard Smith, Jr., Private Company D, 3rd North Carolina
Calvary Confederate States Army enlisted March 5, 1862 in
Harnett County. The company muster roll for September
and October 1864 (the last on file) shows him present with
the following remark, “Daily duty apothecary for Regimental Hospital.” His age at the time of entry into service is
shown as 24 years.
He married Sarah Elizabeth Sanders, daughter of Sarah
Campbell Sanders and Ransom Sanders of the Cleveland
community on June 24, 1868. She and her mother were
charter members of Oakland Presbyterian Church and gave
the land for building the church. They had seven children,
Ida Ross Smith, Laura Sanders Smith, Elizabeth and
Farquard Smith (twins), and Jane Robeson Smith, Edwin
Sanders Smith and Walter Douglas Smith.
Dr. Smith’s family was a wealthy planter before the Civil
War and large landowner in Cumberland County. His ancestors were among the earliest settlers on the Upper Cape
Fear River. He inherited the Lebanon Plantation in Harnett
county where the Civil War Battle of Averasboro took place.
The house is now a historic site because of its use during
the Civil War as a military hospital.
Dr. Smith graduated from the University of North Carolina
and after the war completed his course in 1869 at the
Medical College of South Carolina at Charleston. In 1876
and 1878 he served as a delegate to Orange Presbytery and
to the Synod. He served in the 1876 N. C. General Assembly as a representative from Johnston County. Dr. Smith
practiced with Dr. E. N. booker in the 1880’s, general practice in Cleveland Township. Dr. Smith was elected treasurer of Oakland Church on October 21, 1871 and was ordained as an elder in February 1873.

After practicing in Johnston County for
six or eight years, he move to Harnett
County where he was a hard working
physician for over 30 years and greatly
beloved for the generosity and devotion to duty. He retired from practice
with an aggregate of thirty thousand
dollars in uncollected accounts which
he never attempted to collect, and
these represented only a part of his
benefactions to humanity. Dr. Smith
died in Dunn, NC in 1919 and his wife
died in 1904. They were buried in the
Presbyterian Cemetery in Cumberland
County.
Based on research by Shirley Watkins,
PW Historian

News From the Choir
The choir has been doing a great job this past month
with the incredible Easter Cantata performance and the
weekly anthems! Thank you choir members for sharing
your time and talents and being models of worship. If
you are interested in joining the choir, we meet each
Tuesday evening at 7:00 and we would love to have
you! If you would like to sing, or play an instrument for
special music or you're willing to accompany the choir or
congregational songs with an instrument, I would love to
have a conversation with you to get you plugged into our
music ministry. You can stop me on Sunday mornings or
email me at worship@oaklandpresbyterianchurch.org.
Written by Keeley Tarkington

Congregational Care News
Our Congregational Care team now has a new email address: careteam@oaklandpresbyterianchurch.org. To begin
with, we will be using this email address to send out meal
trains and set-up team requests.
We are also looking for new team members! If you feel
that you would like to join our team to help us care for our
congregation, please join us at our team meeting on
5/26/16 at 7pm in the Parlor. We would love to hear new
ideas on ways to care for our congregation! Questions may
be sent to our new email address or you may contact Deborah Williford or David Gooding.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 19th-23rd
Sign up for Oakland Presbyterian Church VBS starts on Sunday, May 15.
VBS will be held on June 19-23 from 6:30—8:30. Dinner will be served on
Monday-Thursday from 5:30-6:15. This summer, bring your kids to SonQuest Rainforest VBS —an experience of discovery they’ll never forget!
Based on ﬁve key Bible verses that will change a child’s life—including John
3:16— SonQuest Rainforest VBS transports young minds into a vivid rainforest environment of jungle sounds, sights and smells, where they’ll dig
into the Bible and meet Jesus in every day’s story. For more information
call the church office at (919) 934-5476 or email secretary@oaklandpresbyterianchurch.org.

REGISTRATION FORM
CHILD’S NAME:
ADDRESS
PARENT’S NAMES
PHONE NUMBERS
DATE OF BIRTH
GRADE ENTERING AUG 2016
CONTACT OTHER THAN PARENTS IN CASE OF EMERGENCY

ALLERGIES
WHO WILL ATTEND DINNER EACH NIGHT?
CHILD ONLY
CHILD AND FAMILY
WILL PARENT(S) ATTEND ADULT CLASS?

HOW MANY?
YES

NO

HOW MANY?

Carol Benson
Billy Barefoot
Martin Velie
Arianna Morgan
Bonnie Adams
Pat Baker
Larry Barbour
Brandon Pleasants
Becky Stover
Alex Wright
Sarah Kirk
Mary New
Jacob Miller
Laura New
Katie Dulmaine
Paula Wahl
Amelia Broadwell
Trey Jolly
Paul Miller
Priscilla Willis
Tammy Barefoot

5/2
5/3
5/5
5/8
5/9
5/9
5/9
5/14
5/15
5/16
5/19
5/19
5/20
5/21
5/22
5/22
5/25
5/25
5/27
5/27
5/29

Ronald Abraham
Darrell Kirk
Don Williford
Jessica Williams
Joshua Dulmaine
Emily Morgan
Melissa Barefoot
Liam Leonard
Craig Barbour
Melinda Garvin
Judy Barbour
Alexis Ivey
Stenson Lee
Earl Corbett
Kristen Stancil
Mary Williford
Nathan Willis
Richard Boyd
Troy Barber

5/31
5/31
5/31
6/1
6/6
6/6
6/8
6/10
6/12
6/12
6/14
6/17
6/19
6/21
6/22
6/23
6/25
6/26
6/30

James & Marie Barbour
Randy & Lee Massengill
Trey & Rebecca Jolly
Andrew & Claire Ruth
Don & Jennifer Wells
David & Sandra Bjorling
Sheridan & Allison Lee
Dennis & Normal Blackmon
Craig & Mary Jo New

5/10
5/18
5/29
5/22
6/4
6/13
6/16
6/23
6/26

NEW MEMBERS SEMINAR May 14
Are you interested in learning more
about becoming a member of Oakland? This is the perfect day to find
out more! Pastor Andrew will hold a
New Member Seminar on Saturday,
May 14 from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm at his
house. Lunch and dessert will be provided. Please RSVP if you plan to attend.

SUPPORT THE MISSION TRIPS

GRADUATE SUNDAY - June 5

Please help support our Oakland family who plan to
make the Mission Trip to Pocahontas, Virginia on July
17-23. They will be helping with repairs in impoverish
areas along side other church groups. They are collecting monetary donations through May 8. A donation box is located in the Fellowship Hall.

Calling ALL GRADUATES! As Sunday, June 5 is
Graduate Sunday, we want to make sure we have
your name! Please contact the church office if
you will be graduating High School or College!

MEN’S BREAKFAST - May 26
Calling all the Men of Oakland! Pastor Andrew plans
to hold a Men’s Breakfast on Thursday, May 26 starting at 5:45 am in the Fellowship. Join him and the
other men of Oakland to have a great start to your
day!

4TH OF JULY PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Come one, come all! Get ready to eat your fill at
the annual Fourth of July Pancake Breakfast at
OPC! Join us on Monday, July 4th for an ALL—
YOU—CAN—EAT pancake breakfast experience.
A perfect place to bring neighbors and friends to
enjoy the start of the 4th

The Oakland Acorn
Oakland Presbyterian Church
8927 Cleveland Road
Clayton, North Carolina 27520
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