
Dear Friends of Oakland:        November / December  Acorn 
 

Over the last year or so, I have really noticed God moving through Oakland.  I have seen this through my time 
with the Presbyterian Women, in the dreams we all shared during the Capital Campaign, and from the testimo-
nies of those who went on the mission trips just to name a few examples.   I could feel that God was so close, 
but in my day to day life and career I still felt so distant.  This lead me to have the constant prayer over the 
summer that God would provide me with a purpose and use me for His glory.   

I remember sitting in service the day that Michele was introduced as our new Office Administrator 5 
years ago.  I turned to Edward and told him that I would love to have a job like that if it was full time.  Well, 
imagine my surprise when I heard that Michele had decided to resign from her position, and that the new posi-
tion would be expanded to a full time position including not only the office administration duties, but would 
also be a ministry opportunity as Christian Education Coordinator.  In my mind I kept telling myself that this 
was all a coincidence, but in my heart I knew that this was something bigger.  
God was calling me to serve and providing me with an opportunity to feel pur-
pose in my life that I knew had been missing.  I took what felt like a giant leap 
and applied for the position.  From there, I tried my best to let go of the control I 
so desperately wanted over the situation and let God work through me.   
 It has been a very emotional and amazing couple of months.  I am so ex-
cited and humbled that I have been selected to take on this new role at Oakland.  
One of my passions is serving others, and I know that I will have plenty of oppor-
tunity to express that passion through serving as the office administrator.  Educa-
tion and training is another area that I have always felt drawn to, even if I might 
be scared to death to get up and talk in front of a crowd.   The expansion of this 
position at Oakland will include leading and guiding the children’s ministry, which 
gives me the honor of working with our awesome Sunday School teachers, help-
ing decide on curriculums for our children, and coordinating many of the volun-
teering roles and topics for our children-focused programs including VBS.  I would 
also love to restart some of our programs for the younger children in the church 
such as Sprouts and Acorns because I feel that is one area that really needs some 
love and attention. 
 I have some big dreams that I would love to seem come to life at Oakland.  
I am looking forward to these new challenges and opportunities that God has 
planned for me.  This path I am on is where He has lead me, and I know that He 
will continue to be by my side.  Thank you for this chance to serve, to grow, and 
to love on everyone that comes into Oakland.   
 
      With excitement, 
      Sarah Leonard 
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Hanging of the Greens 

Join us as we begin the Advent Season by decorating the 

church and sharing a delicious meal on Sunday November 

27 starting at 5:30 pm. There will be no charge for this din-

ner, but you will need to sign up to reserve your place at the 

table. A signup sheet will be in the fellowship hall beginning 

Sunday November 6. We will be serving baked ham, broccoli 

casserole, glazed carrots, apple salad, rolls, & desert. Make 

plans to begin the Christmas season by coming to the Hang-

ing of the Greens program and fellowshipping with the Oak-

land church family. 

   By Helen Thomas 

 

Notes from the Choir 
 

Choir News:  

The Choir is currently working on the Christmas Cantata, 

“Hope Has Hands.” It is a beautiful version of the Christmas 

Story told through the eyes of the biblical figures; Simeon 

and Anna. If you are interested in singing the Cantata, prac-

tice is held after choir practice every Tuesday from 8:00-

8:30 pm. The Cantata will be performed on Sunday, Decem-

ber 11th during the regular church service.  

 

Youth Music News: 

Jam Session: This past month, the youth and some adults 

came to church to participate in a “Jam Session.” We had a 

great turn out! We had youth guitarists, percussionists, a 

ukulele player and a pianist/saxophonist. We had a fun time 

learning to play hymns and spiritual songs and experience 

playing in a group. We hope to have these youth musicians 

playing in church soon! 

If you have a youth aged student who would 

like to participate in these informal sessions, 

be sure to keep your eyes on the bulletin for the next ses-

sion. 

 

Christmas Musical: Students who are participating in the 

Christmas Musical should be listening to their CDs and prac-

ticing their lines throughout the week. Remember, re-

hearsal is every Sunday evening from 4:30-5:30 pm. The 

musical will take place during the Joy Gift Service on Sun-

day, December 11th at 5:30 pm. 

 

 
 
 

 

Everyday Music Ministry Opportunities:  
The Choir is always looking for additional members to 
sing each Sunday morning. We rehearse every Tuesday 
night from 7:00-8:00. Childcare can be provided if you 
contact the church office on Monday.  
Also, if you play an instrument (guitar, organ, piano, flute 
etc.), I would love to have a conversation with you and 
get you involved in our music ministry. You can contact 
me at worship@oaklandpresbyterianchurch.org.  
 

    By Keeley Tarkington 

 

Come Celebrate Christmas with Us 
 
Senior Saints met on October 5th. We were few in num-

ber, but we had a good time of food and fellowship. We 

welcomed a new member to our group, Allene Johnson. 

We are thrilled that she has joined and much to her sur-

prise she won our door prize! The Saints met again on 

November 2nd, with 13 present. We had a brief time of 

food and fellowship and then to our delight, we were en-

tertained by John Wood, better known as "Uncle John." 

He  sang some songs and told jokes and I know that eve-

ryone enjoyed it. We might have to have him back for 

another visit. Nata Barber was the lucky winner of our 

door prize. It's hard to believe that It's time to mark your 

calendar for our annual Christmas party. I t will be Thurs-

day, Dec. 1st, at the Fellowship Hall. We will eat at five 

and then we will have Michelle McLoughlin sing for us. I 

will need your RSVP by Nov. 27th. I look forward to seeing 

everyone there.  We will be doing our gift exchange again 

this year, so remember to bring a gift of no more than 

$10.00, if you want to participate. We will take January 

off and get rested up for the rest of the year. See you on 

Dec. 1st!    

    By Becky Stancil 
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PRAYER LIST 
 

NEW PRAYER CONCERNS:  Bruce Coats – Jimmy & Elaine 

Benson 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Hurricane Victims & United States Revival 
Vernie Mae Adams  
Vicki Austin 
The Barbour Family  

Lessie Blackmon, Meadowview Assisted Living 
Richard Boyd - Multiple Myeloma 
Bryan, stroke  

Charlie Cummings – Bonnie & Keli Adams  

Mark Johnson - Jane Lee, needs heart transplant  
Ann & Duke Lee 
Lisa Salberg, friend of Jane Lee, needs heart transplant  
Lucy McPhail - mother of John McPhail 
David Moore – Sharon & Kayla Moore, cancer 

Debra Moyer - daughter of Steve & Jane LaRue  
Dawne Pittman - daughter of Steve & Jane LaRue  
Dary Sheets  
Lynn Short- friend of Frank & Jen Taylor, pancreatic cancer 

Dorothy Stephenson - Barbour Court  
Garland Stretch - Laurels of Forest Glen, Garner 
Jessica Williams 
 

We offer prayers and condolences to Joe Winslow and the 
family on the passing of his father.  
We offer prayers and condolences to Marie Barbour and the 

family on the passing of her brother, Terry Batten. 

Financial Information: 
January  
Budget:    $19,353.66 
Giving:    $13,834.11 
Difference: ($5,519.55) 
 

February  
Budget:    $19,353.66 
Giving:    $21,885.00 
Difference: $2,531.34 
 
March 
Budget:    $19,353.66 
Giving:    $16,487.00 
Difference: ($2,866.66) 
 
April 
Budget:  $19,353.66 
Giving:  $21,340.00 
Difference: $1,986.34 
 
May   
Budget:  $19,353.66 
Giving:  $22,417.90 
Difference: $3,064.24 
 
June   
Budget:  $19,353.66 
Giving:  $12,918.00 
Difference: ($6,435.66) 
 
July   
Budget:  $19,353.66 
Giving:  $28,740.00 
Difference: $9,386.34 

Building Fund Information: 

January  $3,678.00 

February $6,754.00 

March  $3,481.00 

April  $4352.00 

May  $66,399.00 

June  $2,815.00 

July  $8,595.00 

August  $3,090.00 

September $8,299.00 

October  $13,836.00 

TOTAL  $129,894.00 

 

August   
Budget:  $19,353.66 
Giving:  $16,537.00 
Difference: ($2,816.66) 
 
September   
Budget:  $19,353.66 
Giving:  $19,825.00 
Difference: $471.34 
 
October   
Budget:  $19,353.66 
Giving:  $23,107.00 
Difference: $3,753.34 
 
TOTAL   
Budget:  $193,536.60 
Giving:  $197.091.01 
Difference: $3,554.41 

We enjoyed a great discussion of the Lesson and how to deal 

with life’s trials.  On October 12th the PW Circles discussed the 

second lesson of our Bible study which dealt with our response 

to temptation,  and on November 9th the Circles discussed 

“Living Proof” or how do we listen to God and live in His word.  

The next Circle meeting will be on December 14th.  

If you did not get a copy of the book being used this year, we 
have copies available at the Circle meetings.  Please join us at 
the morning or evening Circle for a time of learning and fellow-
ship! 
 

Presbyterian Women Officers 2016/2017 

Moderator – Sharon Moore 

Vice Moderator – Beth McGee 

Sec/Treasurer – Helen Thomas 

Historian – Kitty Nappen 

Flowers – Mary Williford 

Honorary Life – Pat Baker 

AM Circle – Melinda Garvin & Sandra Bjorling 

PM Circle – Sarah Leonard & Danielle Hamer 

Missions & Birthday Offering – Melinda Garvin 

 

The Presbyterian Women have gotten the year off to a 

great start!  Our year began with Presbyterian Women 

Sunday on September 11, 2016.  Keeley led our all 

women’s choir in singing “His Love Remains”.  Our Mo-

ment for Mission explained the purpose of the PW “to 

grow in the knowledge of Christ and be strengthened as 

members of His Body in our contemporary world”. 

Also outlined were various duties of the PW to serve 

Oakland.  We are more than a Bible Study group; but 

that certainly is a large focus of our Circles. 

PW Circle News 

Our first meeting was a joint meeting of morning and 

evening circles on Wednesday, September 14 at 7 p.m.  

We had a tea party to begin the year.  An assortment of 

teas and sweet treats were sampled.  The tea was 

served in beautiful china cups and saucers.  And the 

room was decorated with flowers and candles which 

made the evening more special. 

Our Bible lesson on the first chapter of Max Lucado’s  
Life Lessons:  The Book of James was facilitated by 
Claire Brenneman Ruth.   



RALLY DAY—Donut Olympics 
 

You all have all heard me say at 

different points, “It is a sin to bore a kid 

with the gospel.” If I cannot find a way to 

make the most exciting news ever her-

alded exciting to hear, then I’m doing it 

wrong. I’m making the good news into 

boring news. So while no matter what I 

say or do, people will disbelieve the mes-

sage of Jesus, I want to celebrate the 

greatest announcement anyone has ever 

heard. I want us to celebrate it and build 

our lives around it. 

 That’s why we threw the 2nd Annual Donut Olympics. 

Donut Olympics is a riot. It is everything we tell our kids not 

to do: play with your food, talk with your mouth full, and 

chew with your mouth open. Our two young Russian Donut 

Olympians Hans and Franz, played by Dillon Wells and Jake 

Dulmaine, showed us the exer-

cises real competitive eaters 

use to prepare for the Donut 

Olympics of the World Wide 

Federation of United and Not 

So United States of the Former 

and Not So Former Soviet Un-

ion. We stacked donuts on 

heads. We threw donuts across 

the room and caught them in 

pans. We built donut towers. 

We rolled donut holes with our 

noses. We ate swinging donuts 

and passed donuts using chop-

sticks. We finished covered in sugar glaze and hurting from 

laughing so hard. 

But Donut Olympics is not just a party, it is a party 

with a purpose. 

 As your pastor and as a 

church, we believe that the 

greatest gift we can give our 

kids is a knowledge and experi-

ence of the love of Jesus, which 

led Jesus to leave heaven and 

die on a cross and rise from the 

dead to save them. We believe 

that the greatest spiritual 

growth happens in small 

groups where we can ask ques-

tions and wrestle with an-

swers. So we believe that Sun-

day School is an incredible privilege – a 

joy that we want to share with every per-

son. 

 So we threw Donut Olympics to 

try to convince as many people as we pos-

sibly could, both adults and children, to 

plug into a Sunday School class, to study 

the Bible with other people, and to figure 

out life with the help of other travelers. 

Life is too complex to do alone and too 

beautiful to leave unshared, so we threw 

Donut Olympics to convince you and me 

to come and see, scratch that, to taste 

and see that God is good. 

 
 

 



Church Work Day—October 12, 2016 
 

After our team went to Pocahontas, VA this summer for a 

mission trip, they all returned telling stories of God’s good-

ness and amazed at the productivity of a day of hard work. 

Very quickly we decided we wanted to “Bring the Mission 

Home” and start looking for opportunities to do the same 

kinds of work they did in Virginia, here in Cleveland, and so 

we scheduled our first Work Day. Our initial hope included 

remodeling the bathrooms at the Smithfield Rescue Mis-

sion and landscaping at the House of Hope in addition to 

several big projects at Oakland. Those plans did not materi-

alize as we expected, but Hurricane Matthew created dif-

ferent work. 

 We focused on three major projects. First we 

cleaned out and re-organized the garage and storage room 

at Oakland. For the last 30 years, many things have gone 

into those spaces, and few things have ever left. Much of 

what was in each room was no longer useful or salvageable 

because of mildew, so we donated a truckload of goods, 

gave away several cars full, and threw away the trash. We 

can now work on remodeling the storage room and fighting 

the moisture in there. Eventually that room might be a Sun-

day School classroom or a Food Pantry, and those options 

excite us much more than a closet. The garage is now a 

functional space for our Cub Scout Pack to store their 

camping gear, ceremonial stages and props, while also 

housing much of our Bazaar materials and Building equip-

ment. We can now get to our extra tables and chairs with-

out endangering anyone, making it possible for things like 

outdoor picnics and block parties. 

 In addition to those two projects, we also sent a 

team of 8 people to Lumberton, NC to aid in Hurricane 

Matthew clean up. Our main project in Lumberton was the 

purification and distribution of clean drinking water, which 

we accomplished by deploying a solar-powered water puri-

fication proto-type that First Presbyterian Church Lumber-

ton developed to purify water in Haitian villages. In God’s 

wisdom, the system was still set up and connected to solar 

panels, so that using 50 5-gallon buckets from Lowes, we 

could immediately start providing people with cleaning 

drinking water. This was pivotal, because the city of Lum-

berton’s water treatment facility flooded during the hurri-

cane and did not become operational until October 26, 

meaning residents received no water at the tap and when 

they did, it was toxic for drinking. 

 We delivered about 250 gallons of water after 

working for hours to debug our system for disinfecting 

buckets and purifying water. The water was delivered to 

the leaders of a local Haitian Refugee church that meets in 

First Presbyterian Church Lumberton. 

 So while our Mission Work Day did not accomplish 

the grand plans we initially envisioned it was well worth 

doing. We reclaimed space at Oakland that can once again 

be used for the mission of the church, immediately by the 

Scouts and soon by growing ministries at Oakland. We also 

served hard to minister to those suffering in Lumberton. 

We still hope to host another Mission Work Day, when we 

can help those suffering here locally. If you know of pro-

jects (for ministries or shut ins) in the Cleveland area that 

Oakland could tackle, please notify Pastor Andrew. 

 

Joy Gift Offering 
 
For God who has promised is faithful. —Hebrews 10:23 

 

During Advent we remember God’s promises to us. We 

gather together and wait in hope for the coming of the 

promised Emmanuel, God with us. And God, who has prom-

ised, is faithful (Heb. 10:23),so on Christmas Day we cele-

brate that the promise is kept in the birth of Jesus Christ! 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) provides the opportunity 

for congregations to join this celebration of God’s faithful-

ness by supporting those in need of help and hope. Thanks 

to your gifts, the Christmas Joy Offering is able to help pro-

vide financial assistance to individuals and families that 

have dedicated their lives to the church and also support 

racial ethnic education and leadership development for stu-

dents attending Presbyterian-related schools and colleges. 

The promise made is one of hope in situations where hope 

can be hard to find. When we give, we declare that our 

hope is well founded, because it is God who has promised, 

and God who is faithful. 

 

Did you know? 

The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Presbyte-

rian tradition since the 1930s. 

The Offering distributes gifts 50/50 to the Assistance Pro-

gram of the Board of Pensions and racial ethnic educa-

tion and leadership development. 

The Assistance Program provides integral financial support 

to church workers and their families. 

Presbyterian-related schools and colleges provide educa-

tion and spiritual leadership, while nurturing racial and 

ethnic heritage. This has been a Presbyterian commit-

ment for nearly 140 years. 



Congratulations to Dennis Blackmon Jr. 
Congratulations to Dennis Blackmon and Sondie Nichaus 

who were married on October 15, 2016 at Reynolds Presby-

terian Church in Winston-Salem, N.C.  Dennis is the son of 

Norma and Dennis Blackmon Sr. and the grandson of Mrs. 

Lessie Blackmon.  A special congratulations to Dennis Who 

was inducted into the Barton College Athletic Hall of Fame 

on October 21, 2016. 

Submitted by Norma Blackmon 

 

 

PRAYER TEAM GATHERING 
 

The Prayer Team was very active during the Capital Cam-
paign.  It has been decided to continue the work of the 
Team.  The Team prays for Oakland and all of its ministries 
as well as every church member and friend of the church.  
James 5:16b says it best:  The prayer of a righteous person 
is powerful and effective.  Prayer brings strong catharsis to 
the church and its people.  The Team will meet monthly.  
Watch the bulletin for the time and join us as we pray to-
gether. 
 
A shorter Prayer Time is Sunday mornings at 9:10 in the 

Crying Room at the back of the sanctuary.  Anyone can at-

tend as we cover our Sunday activities with prayer. 

 

If you have questions or prayer requests, please contact 

chairman Keith Braswell at 919-934-6290. 

Written by Mary Williford 

 
 
 

 

Eagle Scout Project—Josh Williford 
 

Up to a few weeks ago, OPC was in need of a few repairs, 

mainly in the area of the broken, rusted basketball goal in 

the back of the church. Luckily, Life Scout Josh Williford had 

a plan to replace Oakland’s pitiful old goal with a brand-new 

one, as well as adding a splash of color to the four square 

court and introducing the Youth Group to an old colonial 

sport, the game of Trap and Ball. Construction on the new 

goal began of September 17, with Josh and a few friends in-

cluding Philip Velie and Christian Larue digging a four-foot 

hole and filling it with concrete. This hole was used to secure 

the base of the new goal, which is located behind the old 

garage. A week later, on September 24, a large group of 

scouts descended upon the back parking lot of the church to 

accomplish a variety of tasks, including staining a Trap and 

Ball set, trimming tree limbs around the church, painting the 

four square court, and raising the aforementioned goal onto 

its sturdy base. In the following weeks, the goal has already 

garnered much use, both from the church and the surround-

ing community. The biggest payoff for an Eagle Scout is look-

ing back and seeing his project leaving a lasting impact on 

the local community, and this project is one that will hope-

fully please generations of OPC Youth for years to come.  

Written by Josh Williford 



Glimpse of the Past– The Women of 
Oakland 
On MARCH 18, 1951, the women met at the church and 
were organized.  Lois Johnson opened the meeting and 
gave a devotion based on Thessalonians 5:9-19.  There 
were 7 charter members present: Lois Johnson, Ava 
Lassiter, Emily Smith, Letha Puckett, Gladys Barber, and 
Betty Johnson. 
 
In 1953, the Women were divided into two circles: Lois 
Johnson and Ava Lassiter serving as circle chairman. 
 
In 1955, the president of WOC, Mrs. George Tomlinson 
challenged the two circles in a contest for better atten-
dance at circle meetings.  The circles accepted the chal-
lenge and members of circle #2, with Mary Jean Barber as 
chairman, having won, were en-
tertained at a supper in December 
at the church by members of cir-
cle #1, Gladys Barber, chairman 
who were losers. 
 
At the close of 1955, plans were 
made to add a training circle to 
the two we already had.  This cir-
cle was to be composed of the 
younger women with Mary Jean 
Barber as chairman.  Some of the 
older women attended because 
they didn’t like to go out at night. 
 
In 1956 the circles were named #1 Kitty Wood, she loved 
music and for many years was pianist for the church.  She 
passed away October 15, 1952.  Lois Johnson became our 
organist.  Circle #2 was named Emily Smith.  These circles 
were named in honor of our members who had been life-
long members at Oakland, and who had served in many 
ways to strengthen the work being carried on here.  Miss 
Emily assisted her brother Henry, who served as clerk.  She 
was also Historian.  She was an authority on the church his-
tory, having heard the story of its beginning fro her parents, 
James Henry Smith and Mary Sanders Smith.  She had been 
active in many phases of women’s work.  Miss Emily was 
born in October 1899 and passes away October 18, 1964. 
 
In 1957, the training circle was named Mina J. Higgins.  She 
devoted most of her life to the teaching of children both in 
public school as well as church schools.  Many of the mem-
bers of Oakland have been influenced in the teaching of 
“Miss Mina.”  The circle will remember the fine example of 
her faithfulness and devotion in the interest of her work 
that was carried on at Oakland.  Members and their hus-
bands were invited to a covered dish supper and the circles 
presented a plaque to Mrs. Mina. 

 
The circles met in our homes each month throughout the 
year, except July, August, and December.  The meetings 
were held jointly at the church until the fellowship hall was 
built in 1975, and we started meeting in it. 
 
Some of the things our women have done and are still do-
ing: 1962 the women hosted District conference, 15 
churches attended and the women of the church helped 
finance the cost of repairs on the floors in the Sunday 
School rooms.  1969 we rolled bandages for the White 
Cross.  We took turns cleaning the church and Sunday 
School rooms and placing flowers in the sanctuary while 
the men kept the grass cut.  Women conducted Vacation 
Bible School, helped with the Joy Gift Program, acted as 
pianist and organist, some sang in the choir, and we sent 
clothing overseas to  the needy.  1957 clothed a child at 

Barium Springs, observed birthday 
of WOC with family night supper, 
formed the youth fellowship, both 
Jr. & Sr., started the library, 25 hym-
nals were placed in the church by 
the women.  Some of our women 
teach Sunday School and some keep 
the nursery during church services, 
ad we have women deacons and 
elders.  Drapes were made by the 
women for the new Manse for the 
living room and dining room.  Food 
is prepared for the sick and when 
there is a death, the women pre-
pare a meal for the family.  We par-

ticipate in Women’s Presbyterian Sunday.  Stuffed animals 
have been collected for children in the Emergency room.  
We help with the Jessica Williams Golf tournament, pan-
cake breakfast on the 4th of July, fellowship suppers, straw-
berry festival, and the annual Christmas Bazaar.  Hosted 
Johnston County Horse banquet.  Work with Harbor House 
and the Presbyterian Fall Gathering, October 6, 2014, 55 
attended from Districts 4, 5, and 6 of the New Hope Presby-
tery. 
 
We have two circles and we encourage all the women in 
our church to attend the meetings.  We meet on the 2nd 
Wednesday each month except June, July, and August, one 
in the morning and one at night.  We welcome your pres-
ence and you will receive a blessing by coming. 
 
I hope you understand better about what the women’s 
work consist of.  You might think that all we do is “meet to 
eat.”  However, as we come together for our programs, 
monthly meetings, fellowship, and our “eats,” we have cer-
tainly grown spiritually as well. 

Based on research collected by Shirley Watkins 

 



Nata  November 20, 2016 November 27,  2016 

LITURGIST ANNICE BROADWELL ANNICE BROADWELL 

ACOLYTE  AMELIA BROADWELL AMELIA BROADWELL 

FLOWERS ART & MELANIE WATKINS RICHIE & TAMMY BOYD 

USHERS KITTY NAPPEN, SHARON ARENDS LARUA NEW, TAMI BAREFOOT 

  PRESTON WOODS, RUDY BAKER MIKE & BECKY STANCIL 

GREETERS ROB & BETH BRASWELL ROB & BETH BRASWELL 

   

CONVERSATION W/CHILDREN TOM DOUGLAS CHERYL KIRK 

CHILDREN'S CHURCH BETH BRASWELL JANE LARUE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NURSERY CHERYL JORDAIN CHERYL JORDAIN 

WORSHIP SERVICE NURSERY AMY CORBETT, REECE BRASWELL SARAH LEONARD, EDI BROADWELL 

FELLOWSHIP CONNECTION NATA & TROY BARBER MARK & DANIELLE HAMER 

PROPERTY CARETAKER MARTIN VELIE MARTIN VELIE 

  December 4, 2016 December 11, 2016 

LITURGIST KELLY LUTER KELLY LUTER 

ACOLYTE  ALEX HAMER 

FLOWERS PONSETTIAS PONSETTIAS 

USHERS ED & JOSH WILLIFORD JAMES & MARIE BARBOUR 

  EARL & AMY CORBETT DON & JAMIE WILLIFORD 

GREETERS SHARON & KAYLA MOORE SHARON & KAYLA MOORE 

   

CONVERSATION W/CHILDREN MARK HAMER REV RUTH 

CHILDREN'S CHURCH KATIE DULMAINE SHELLY WATKINS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NURSERY CHERYL JORDAIN CHERYL JORDAIN 

WORSHIP SERVICE NURSERY 
MARY MARGARET BOYD, ALLIE LAM-

BERT HELEN THOMAS, ANNA LEE 

FELLOWSHIP CONNECTION MICHAEL & MELISSA BAREFOOT LAURA NEW 

PROPERTY CARETAKER DON WILLIFORD DON WILLIFORD 

  December 18, 2016 December 25, 2016 

LITURGIST KELLY LUTER KELLY LUTER 

ACOLYTE  ALEX HAMER ALEX HAMER 

FLOWERS PONSETTIAS PONSETTIAS 

USHERS DENNIS BLACKMON, WAYNE TUDOR BIFF & ANGIE PARTIN 

  DAVID & SHANNON GOODING TROY & NATA BARBOUR 

GREETERS SHARON & KAYLA MOORE SHARON & KAYLA MOORE 

CONVERSATION W/CHILDREN DENTON LEE BECKY STANCIL 

CHILDREN'S CHURCH KITTY NAPPEN AMY CORBETT 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NURSERY CHERYL JORDAIN CHERYL JORDAIN 

WORSHIP SERVICE NURSERY CLAIRE RUTH, KATIE HEATER SARAH LEONARD, CRAIG HAMER 

FELLOWSHIP CONNECTION OPEN OPEN 

PROPERTY CARETAKER DON WILLIFORD DON WILLIFORD 

October Communion 

RUDY BAKER 

KITTY NAPPEN 

ED LEONARD 

AMY CORBETT 

CHERYL KIRK 

RICHIE BOYD 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 
HANDBELLS PRACTICE 
Kindergarten - 5th grade aged students are invited to 
practice handbells on Sunday, November 20th (5:30-
6:00 pm); Sunday, November 27th (5:00-5:30 pm); and 
Sunday, December 4th from 5:30-6:00 pm. Parents 
should remain at the church during the practice. Stu-
dents will perform on Sunday, December 11th at the 
Joy Gift service and should arrive by 5:15 pm that eve-
ning.  
 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 
November 27th at 5:30 pm with dinner to follow. 
 

CALLING ALL HANDS!  
There will be a Church Work Day on Saturday, Decem-
ber 10 from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm. We are going to rake, 
cut, clean, scrub, pull, shovel, clean out and use lots 
and lots of muscles! Come join us and help shine up 
Oakland! 
 

CHOIR CANTATA 
Join us for a Christmas musical celebration during 
service on December 11.  The Chancel Choir will 
present a joyous Christmas message with Hope Has 
Hands. From the familiar classic songs like "Mary 
Did You Know?" and "Beautiful Star of Bethlehem" 
to the new material written by Sue C. Smith and 
Phil Cross, Hope Has Hands is a powerful Christmas 
musical.  

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
Christmas is coming. On December 24 at 5:30 pm, we 

celebrate the night of Christ's birth by coming together 

and retelling the story of Christmas. This is a special 

candlelight service designed for the whole family in-

volving storytelling, caroling, and communion. 

 

2017 FLOWER CHART 
The Flower Chart for 2017 is on the table in the Fel-
lowship Hall if you would like to sign up to dedicate 
flowers in honor or memory for someone spe-
cial.  Homegrown flowers are always a welcome 
addition! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

OFFICE SCHEDULE FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
The church office will be closed the following dates: 
November 24 & 25 for Thanksgiving 
December 26 for Christmas 
January 2 for New Year’s Day 
January 16 for Martin Luther King Day 
 

JANUARY FELLOWSHIP SUPPER 
The next Fellowship supper will be held on January 
18 at 6:30 pm.  Menu and sign up to come as date 
gets closer! 
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