APRIL / MAY 2019
For centuries, Christians have gathered on Ash Wednesday to remember our mortality, ponder our death, and embrace God. I don’t know if anyone’s told you, if the doctor hasn’t diagnosed it yet, but you are dying. Right now, you are inching closer and
closer to death, and at some point you will die.
But death is not just that final moment. Death is an infection in us and society. Death is all the consequences of sin, our sin and others. We’ve all experienced
these consequences, these deaths – we call them sin, failure, regrets, pain, trauma,
fear, loss, and grief. And most of us tend to do with them what we do with all of
death – we bury them. We bury our grief, our sadness, our pain, our trauma, and our
mistakes. We stuff them deep down and cover them up so that others can’t see them.
We all have things we’ve tried to bury – either to hide it or forget it – we’ve buried it.
Maybe an abuse so great your mind has intentionally tried to forget it. Maybe the loss
of your mom or child so painful you decided not to feel. Maybe a failure you have
expunged from your resume. You’ve buried your sin in lies and deception.
In preparation for Ash Wednesday, I feel like God said to us: “Buried in you, that stuff is poison, but buried in me that
stuff is fertilizer. The same thing in you will bring death, but in God will bring life. If you swallow it, manure will kill you, but in
the garden it will produce fruit you can eat.”
David admits this truth in Psalm 32. Verse 3 says, “When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all
day long. For day and night your hand was heavy on me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.” David is saying, I
buried my sin in me, admitting it to no one, and it was killing me. My body literally started shutting down under the stress and
shame and burden.
But in verse 5 David says, “Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will confess
my transgressions to the LORD.” And you forgave me.” David planted his sin in God, and
it bloomed into gratitude and worship. When he stopped burying it in himself, and
planted it in God, verses 1-2 tell us that, he experienced blessing and joy, so much so that
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in verses 6-11, David begs others to “pray to God while God may be found.”
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Circle News
We are continuing our study entitled, “God's Promise. I am
with you.” The study focuses on God's promise, to be with us
in good times and bad and to never forsake us, through examples in the Old and New Testaments. Copies of the book
are still available. In April, the Circles will meet on Wednesday the 10th at 10:00 am and 7:00pm in the fellowship hall.
Childcare is available for the evening Circle. All women are
invited to attend and new faces are always welcome!
In May, we will be having a joint meeting to celebrate the last
PW meeting for this year and the end of another great Bible
study. This meeting will be held on Sunday, May 19th at 3pm
in the fellowship hall (Please note the change of day from a
Wednesday to a Sunday). We will also be celebrating the Annual Birthday offering. This year's offering will be going to the
following organizations: Disaster Response Team (Presbytery
of Charlotte, Charlotte, NC), Effingham Child Development
Center (Inclusive Playground, Effingham, Illinois, Presbyterian
Homes and Services of Kentucky, Inc. (Good Shepherd Community Nursing Center, Phelps, Kentucky), Wings of Refuge
(Restoration Home, Iowa Falls, Iowa). We are excited to be
able to help the missions of these great organizations!

Saints, our year is winding down with only two meetings left before
summer break. I have thoroughly enjoyed our time together and
Lord willing, will be back next year. Please mark April 4th on your
calendar for our next meeting. We will meet at the Cracker Barrel
at 10:00 am for breakfast. Please RSVP by Tuesday, April 2, if you
plan to go. I look forward to seeing you on the 4th.
We will meet on Thursday, May 2nd, for our end of the year luncheon. Please RSVP by Monday, April 29th. I look forward to hearing
from you. See you on the 4th!

Thanks, Becky

Time of Nourishment
The PW Council is working on one more Time of Nourishment
before the Summer. We are still working out all the details,
but be on the lookout for more information soon!
The next PW Council meeting is April 7th at 4:00pm.
Submitted by Cindy Clark
Officers for 2018/2019
Moderator – Cindy Clark
Sec/Treas – Helen Thomas
Flowers – Mary Williford

Vice Moderator – Linda Pingel
Historian – Kitty Nappen
Honorary Life – Pat Baker

AM Circle Co-Chairs – Sandra Bjorling & Melinda Garvin
PM Circle Co-Chairs – Sarah Leonard & Danielle Hamer
Missions/Birthday Offering – Melinda Garvin

April & May Anniversaries
Mark & Danielle Hamer 4/17
Celebrating 20 years
Arthur & Shelly Watkins 4/17
Celebrating 8 years
Eric & Christy Braswell
4/24
Celebrating 9 years
Tom & Michelle Dietrich 4/24
Celebrating 37 years
Tom & Ann Grundstrom 5/6
Celebrating 24 years

Our condolences go out to Wayne Tudor and his family
for the passing of his brother, Brantley Tudor; to Mark
Hamer and his family on the passing of his mother,
Virgie Smith Hamer; to Tom Grundstrom and his family
on the passing of his mother, Lois Grundstrom; to Pat
Tabler and her family on the passing of her husband,
Jim Tabler.
The Oakland family is deeply saddened by your loss.
You and your families are in our thoughts and prayers.

Stephen & Linda Pingel 5/6
Celebrating 48 years
W.N. & Julie Jones
5/18
Celebrating 28 years
Andrew & Claire Ruth
5/22
Celebrating 9 years
Patrick & Lori Ellis
5/23
Celebrating 44 years
Trey & Becca Jolly
5/29
Celebrating 14 years
Grady & Pam Watkins
5/31
Celebrating 44 years

PRAYER REQUESTS

2019 Financial Information:

Vernie Mae Adams
William Blount
Marion Hassell
Carolyn Hobgood- surgery recovery
Ann Lee
David Lee- cancer
Jane Lee- heart surgery recovery
Terri Lee- cancer
Earl Moore
Tammy Sanderford
Theresa Thompson- cancer
Jean Verdier
Jessica Williams
Joyce and all Meadowview Residents

Thank you!
Tom and Ann Grundstrom would
like to thank the many members
and friend of Oakland who have
extended their sympathy, prayers
and love following the passing of
Tom’s mom on March 24th. The outpouring of support and care
has been overwhelming and very much appreciated.

4/1
4/1
4/1
4/2
4/3
4/5
4/6
4/7
4/8
4/9
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Ashley Massengill
Pam Watkins
Nata Barber
William Jones II
Emma Watkins
Jane Lee
Joe David Austin
Lori Ellis
Megan Massengill
Kristopher Dietrich
Jonathan Crowe
Katie Lower
Shannon Gooding
Morgan Mayes
Preston Woods
Grady Watkins
Svetlana Velie
Cara Heater

$22,620.42
$20,198.00
($ 2,422.42)

Feb Budget:
Giving:
Difference:

$22,620.42
$19,275.00
($ 3,345.42)

January
February
2019 TOTAL

$ 2,835.84
$ 3,687.91
$45,147.89

General Fund Loan to Building Fund:

Original Loan: $100,000
Amount paid back to GF: $65,000
Remaining loan: $35,000

2019 TOTALS to Date
Budget:
$45,240.84
Giving:
$39,473.00
Difference:
($ 5,767.84)

Prayer requests may be submitted using the yellow
cards in the church pews marked “Prayer Request” or
by contacting the church office. Completed forms
may be placed in the collection plate or brought to the
church office. Requests will remain on the Prayer List
for 6 weeks and will then need to be resubmitted.

Katelyn Caldwell
Robert Heath
Abby Thomas
Ben Swift
Leslie Myers
Claire Ruth
Jennifer Mayes
Brian LaRue
Chad Massengill
Norma Blackmon
Dennis Garvin
Levi Barbour
Kitty Nappen
Wayne Baker
Steve Aschmann
Wanda Watkins
Lois Langston
Brad Lower

Jan Budget:
Giving:
Difference:

Building Fund Information:
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BUILDING FUND UPDATE
The $100,000 loan owed to the general fund that was
used to pay off the mortgage has been paid down to $35,000. The
finance committee decided to continue paying all Building Fund
contributions in to the Building Fund. At the end of the year, the
Building Fund balance will then be applied to the General Fund
loan. Once the General Fund loan has been completely paid off,
any contributions to the building fund will be saved for future
building projects.
As we move into our last month of the Pulling Together
Campaign, we have been very excited with what God has done
for Oakland in paying off our mortgage and continuing to pay
back our internal loan. I just wanted to update you all on how
things are being handled with the Building Fund and General Fund
loan. If you have any questions about the Pulling Together Campaign, how the building loan is being paid back, or any general
financial questions, please feel free to ask me.
Edward Leonard
Treasurer

Marie Barbour
Charlotte McNutt
Jeff Swick
Carol Benson
Colton Allen
Billy Barefoot
Martin Velie
Keeley Tarkington
Bonnie Adams
Pat Baker
Larry Barbour
Autumn Swift
Logan Swift
Brandon Pleasants
Becky Stover
Alex Wright-Taylor
Beth McGee
Sarah Kirk
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Mary Jo New
Jacob Miller
Laura New
Amelia Broadwell
Trey Jolly
Ella Clark
Paul Miller
Priscilla Willis
Tammy Barefoot
Don Williford
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5/25
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5/27
5/29
5/31

On Palm Sunday, April 14th, the choir will present the cantata, “One Day” during
the 10:30 am service. This cantata beautifully mixes new music with some of our
favorite traditional pieces like “The Solid Rock,” “Up From the Grave,” “Turn Your
Eyes Upon Jesus,” and “I Surrender All.” So come and celebrate with us as we
reflect on the Easter story through song and discover again the implications of
Jesus’ life, sacrifice and resurrection for us, His people.
Also, all children are invited to participate in the procession of the palms for Palm
Sunday. If your child is interested in being a part of the procession, please plan to
arrive to church by 9:30am on April 14 and meet in the Sanctuary for a quick
rehearsal. Following the rehearsal, children will be taken to Sunday school where
parents can pick them up. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall before service to
hand out palms and line up for the processional at the beginning of service.
We are excited to celebrate the start of Holy week with you and your family through
our songs and worship!

Think of the times we party. Now
think of the times we absolutely
lose our mind in celebration. When
Carolina wins a National Title, there
is a riot on Franklin Street with trash
fires and flipped cars. When Duke
wins, students dance around huge
bonfires built from all the wooden
benches on campus. When Philly
wins a Super Bowl no one and no street lamp is safe. When the Allies defeated Germany and Japan, the streets flooded with
strangers kissing and dancing together.
We party on Easter, because Easter is the greatest day in history. Greater than
National Championships or even National Victories. Jesus defeated more than Germany, he
defeated the actual Axis of Evil. Jesus stomped out more than the Blue Devils, he crushed the
actual Devil. He defeated Death and Sin and Hell. All our enemies have been conquered and
they now fight a retreating, losing, guerilla battle against God’s Elect.
We party because Jesus wins. The day Jesus died was the worst day in history – God
came close enough for us to hug him or hurt him, and we nailed him to a tree, and yet we now
call the day “Good Friday” and wear miniature versions of the torture device as jewelry. Why?
Because God transformed the worst moment in human history into the best moment – the moment our salvation was accomplished and our sin – the very sin of nailing Jesus – was forgiven.
Easter proves it. Our sin is forgiven, our sentence served, our debt is paid and the empty tomb proves the super abundance of God’s provision. Sin does not win. The devil will not win in your life or your marriage. Brokenness is not final. Pain is not
pointless. All crosses, both the ones we suffer and the ones we built, will end in resurrection. That is the point of our art projects,
which transform trash into treasure. We built beauty from all
recycled materials to remind us that our brokenness too will be transformed.
So we party. And maybe, just one day, our children, our youth, and ourselves will wake up after years away from church,
in the midst of immense spiritual agony, and
remember a little brick church that parties every Easter, because Jesus is alive, and there is hope for all broken people. Our children may not remember Sunday School lessons or sermons, but hopefully they remember art projects and shouts of victory.

Party on Children. Party on.
For the King,
Pastor Andrew

Vision Team Commissioning Sunday, March 24th
The Session of Oakland Presbyterian Church has tasked:
Joe David Austin, Earl Corbett, Tom Grundstrum, Mark Hamer,
Denton Lee, Sarah Leonard, Linda Pingel, Kitty Nappen, Andrew
Ruth, Keeley Tarkington, Jennifer Wells, and Ed Williford to be the
Vision Team articulating the unique DNA that makes Oakland, Oakland and discerning God’s Vision for Oakland in the next phase of
our ministry today. They will work for the next year under the guidance of David Putnam our Vision Navigator. There are so many
gifted people at Oakland with dreams, gifts, and faith. These 12 are
tasked with uncovering all the talents at Oakland so that we might
make and better disciples. They have been prayerfully selected to
represent the diversity of Oakland including male/female, generations, and spiritual background.
The Vision Team has been given a huge task. Oakland is trusting
them to do what God wants, to listen to God and to the people of
Oakland. Please be in prayer for the team and the individuals the
team to listen for God’s directions and be open to the feelings and
concerns of the congregation.

On Thursday evening March 21, the OPC Vision team met for the first time with Auxano. Following that initial gathering, I agreed to
write this summary for the newsletter in order to provide the congregation with insights into the discussions and progress experienced during those 4 hours. This is our first attempt to do this (with many more to come). I hope we’ve provided enough information
without putting you to sleep. Any feedback in that regard will be warmly welcomed.
The evening started out with personal introductions of the 12 Oakland Team members as well as David Putnam, the Auxano leader
assigned to us for the next 9-12 months. Overall expectations were shared and then we settled into a presentation by David on the
program. The process has 5 major steps:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Rethink. What obstacles are we facing
Uncover. What can we do best
Talk Up. What holds our vision together
Go Ahead. Where is God taking us
Live Out. How do we live out the vision

These activities will ALWAYS be considered in the context of Oakland (our church), Cleveland and the surrounding area (our community) and 2019 (our moment in time) believing whole heartedly that our unique DNA as a church will result in God’s unique calling
upon us.
One of the outputs we will work on is a vision statement that will be clear, concise, compelling, catalytic (challenging us to act) and
contextual. It will be “framed” or held together by answering the following questions:





What should we be doing? Our Mandate
Why are doing it? Our Motives
How are we doing it? Our Map or Plan
When are we successful? Our Marks or Measures

After breaking for dinner, we spent the rest of the evening discussing obstacles we might be facing at Oakland that make it difficult to
identify and pursue God’s plans for us. We identified things like “being on a ministry treadmill” where people are so busy doing ministry there is no time for reflection, or “needs based slippery slope” where we simply respond only to requests by the congregation and
forget to discern God’s call, or “the conference maze” where we try to copy cat successful programs in other churches that may not
make sense for Oakland.
At the end of the meeting we were handed two homework assignments. The first is a work sheet that has us reflecting on our “local
predicament” (our opportunities), “collective potential” (our gifts and talents) and “apostolic esprit” (our passions). And the other is
for us review a 30 page demographic survey of the greater Cleveland area.
Tom Grundstrom

February / March Session Recap
Hey Oakland Family,
The Session of 2019 has worked together for 3 full months now, and we’re starting to jive a bit more. In March, we admitted that we have lots of room to grow in our communication with each other and Oakland, but things are trending in the
right direction this year. This briefing is but one way we hope to disseminate information to you, our brothers and sisters. But
we are also redesigning our Bible Study time to insure communication from Congregation to Session and vision from Session to
Congregation is freer flowing and organic.
In February and March, the Session received reports from the Vision Team about the work planned and accomplished.
See Vision Team Report from Tom Grundstrom for more information.
We ran behind our estimated financial offerings for February and March. We will continue to monitor Oakland’s giving
as the year progresses, but we trust your generosity and God’s provision.
The worship committee purchased new pew Bibles for the congregation and a pulpit Bible as well. To manage time
well, we might occasionally shorten the final hymn to 2 verses. We discussed ways to utilize the gifts of kids in worship, now we
do not use acolytes. We decided to discontinue acolytes due to the difficulty in coordinating children, common absences, and
the wax mess. We’re also working hard to clear up the microphone feedback issues we’ve experienced over the last few
months. Finally, we decided to use allergen-free bread from now on during Communion to ensure that as many people as
possible are able to eat The Supper together.
The Session also updated and approved a new job description for our Youth Minister position. This person will work
12-14 hours a week starting at $14 an hour. They will be responsible for leading and organizing weekly youth programming and
mission trips. This is a renewed effort to hire someone to continue to expand our growing youth ministry. This semester and
last, we’ve averaged 20 youth every week. We are excited to invest in their faith and our church as our youth continue to grow
and lead us.
The Session nominated Wayne Tudor for the annual Outstanding Older Adult Award. He will be honored on Sunday,
May 19, 2019 at First Presbyterian Church, Rocky Mount. The service will be held from 3:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.
The Session approved the baptism of Reid Blackmon, infant son of Dennis Blackmon, Jr.
In our continued efforts to equip families to follow Jesus together at all stages of their lives, the Christian Ed committee
presents two new offerings. First, It’s All about Me a Sunday School class led by Tom Grundstrom starting on April 7. Second,
Generations: Following Jesus as a Family, a video-based Sunday School class lasting all summer long.
The Session also rented our space to Renewal Community Church, which is a new church organizing in Johnston
County, for an information session. Pastored by Ray Honeycutt, Renewal was commissioned by Generation Church in Clayton,
NC. Renewal will not be a “typical” brick and mortar church. Instead, Renewal will meet in homes around the county, where
small house churches will worship and learn together under the shepherding of Ray and Elders. This is a new model of church
around here, and we anticipate it reaching unreached people who may never attend a “steeple church.” Our decision to host
Renewal Community Church’s information session was a great reminder that Oakland is not in competition with other churches
around us. We are all on the same team and play different roles in the body of Christ. The dramatically different structure of
Renewal made it obvious that we each offer the Greater Cleveland Area something different, and so need one another and need
one another to be healthy.
In February, we received and approved numerous Scouting events. Troop 33 will celebrate Jamie Williford’s Eagle Scout
Award on March 31. They will also raise funds by washing cars and building birdhouses this spring and summer. Venture Crew
33 awarded rank advancements at their Court of Honor on March 27.

Come “ROAR” with Us!!
Did you know that Oakland’s vacation bible school is one of the biggest outreach ministries
done each year? During VBS, we host between 70-85 children from the Cleveland community taking them on a weeklong adventure to get to know Jesus. We also host an adult
class to provide an in depth study for the parents and adults of the community as well, a
VBS for grown ups. Vacation bible school brings the church to life with decorations, family
meals, lots of singing, bible stories, fun games, and clever crafts that all relate back to one
main bible truth each night.
Vacation bible school is a blast, but it takes a team of dedicated volunteers and leaders to
make the week a success. Now is your chance to join the VBS team!! If you would like to be apart of the VBS team and
help change lives of the children in our community, then please make plans to join us for our next meeting. Be on the look
out in the weekly email and bulletin for date and time information. If you would like to help, but will not be able to attend
the meeting please contact Sarah Leonard at secretary@oaklandpresbyterianchurch.org. And mark your calendar for VBS
week, July 14-18 starting at 5:30pm each day.

Cover Article continued from page 1
Do you know why this is the case? Because of Jesus. Romans 6:4 says, “We were buried with Jesus through baptism into
death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may have a new life.” Jesus carried
your grief, pain, and sin to the cross and into his grave – the disciples and the world thought they had buried Jesus’ body on that Friday
night. But his body was not buried, it was planted, and on Easter Sunday it burst into full bloom, just like he said it would. Before he
was betrayed and murdered in the single most wicked act in history, Jesus said this
about his death, “Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and
dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.” And in Jesus, we see the worst moment transformed into the best moment. In Jesus, we see
God use Jesus’ trauma to heal us. In Jesus, we see God use human sin to save us. Jesus wasn’t buried he was planted, and he wants the same for you, so he went on in
John 12 verse 25 to say this, “Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone
who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.”
So on Ash Wednesday, we planted what we used to bury. We wrote our buried skeletons on paper and planted them in beautiful reclaimed wood planters, and
they are already growing. In due time, we will see them bloom, because as I read this
week, “in God's hands, the dark past is the greatest possession you have - the key to
life and happiness for others. With it you can avert death and misery for them.”

For the King,
Pastor Andrew

The great thing about having an Ash Wednesday service tailored just for our children is that it sets us up perfectly to discuss a broad topic with the kids and then equip the
parents with a family devotional the entire family can use all during Lent as they prepare for
Easter. This year for our kid’s Ash Wednesday service we decided to explore the Fruit of
the Spirit. The main goals for our kids were to be able to identify times in their daily lives
they can demonstrate these traits to those around them, and to help them see that we only
know how to be all of these things because God sent us Jesus as our perfect example of
them.
The kid’s service was centered on Galatians 5:22-23
During our time together, we discussed three of the traits and did
activities for the kids to see areas in their lives where they might need to use that trait. For example,
to practice self-control, we all had a coloring page with some intricate details. We challenged the
kids to color with their best self-control and stay in the lines of the picture. Coloring is such a simple
and normal task that our children probably do almost everyday, but in relating it to this scripture, we
hope they saw that every action they do can be done with intent and be made an act of worship giving glory to God.
At the end of our time together, all the kids and families received a six week booklet that included short devotionals on the remaining traits we did not talk about during our service.
Along with the devotion, there were scriptures for families to read together and discuss how those
illustrated the trait of that week as well as a kid question and a parent question to help fuel discuss.
The thing that I love about including a question for the kids to ask their parents is that it not only challenges the parents to pay attention
and be a little more involved with the devotion, but it also models for the kids how to ask their parents questions about what they believe and why. I have been amazed at the follow up questions my kids ask from the question included in the devotion. They really enjoy
hearing our stories of times when God showed up in our lives and gave us joy or proved His faithfulness to us. And then, through this
discussion they have an example of something they know is real from a person they trust to use as a comparison when God shows up in
their lives.
If you were unable to attend the Ash Wednesday service, but would like a Fruit of the Spirit devotional booklet, please contact
me at secretary@oaklandpresbyterianchurch.org. We have several copies left in the office and I can print more if needed. These booklets area simple tool for you to use with your family as a daily devotional. I hope you all have been enjoying the devotions and discussion
time during this Lenten season!

Sarah Leonard, Family Ministry Director

When I started in youth ministry, my boss told
me, “Andrew, a weekend retreat away with kids
is worth a whole semester of Sundays. A week
of camp with a kid is worth a year.” At Oakland,
we’ve seen this to be true with ARISE, The Great
Escape, our Mission Trip, and Camp Albemarle.
There is something catalytic about time away that allows for rapid and profound spiritual experience and maturation. Talking to
many at Oakland, revivals, retreats, camps, and conferences have been utterly transformative. Many of you first met Jesus, first understood and accepted grace, or found deep healing in these experiences.
With that in mind, 3 years ago, the Session agreed we wanted to offer Adults retreat opportunities. We needed to gift people in their 20s-90s with these experiences, so I enlisted the Session’s help exploring and attending a retreat called North Carolina
Presbyterian Pilgrimage. At the time, I had never attended one of these retreats though it is very much related to the ARISE Retreat
our high schoolers love. Pilgrimage radically changed my parents’ faith and many of my spiritual mentors, but I did not know if it
would work for Oakland. So I started sending Elders to explore its theology and culture. Amy Corbett was the first to go, returning
with high praise for the retreat. So, more elders including Sandra Bjorling, Jennifer Wells, Cheryl Kirk, Leslie Myers, and Becky Stancil
attended. All were overcome by God’s grace and several began sharing this retreat with their spouses or family members.
In March 2019, I attended the retreat for the first time. Though I grew up around the retreat because of my parents’ involvement, I knew little about it. It was awesome to see Average Joes and Janes doing miraculous ministry by sharing their testimonies
and serving with radical generosity. Several Oakland members helped lead the weekend in various capacities, and I was amazed at
the spiritual growth in these people.
Oakland is now ready to invite all interested in a Powerful Spiritual Retreat to attend North Carolina Presbyterian Pilgrimage 160 at Camp Dixie outside Fayetteville, NC from November 7-10. The Retreat costs $160, which includes lodging and food.
You will join believers from all over Eastern North and South Carolina including Fayetteville, Raleigh, Cary, Lumberton, Louisburg, Laurinburg, Wilmington, and Clayton. Lifelong and life changing relationships will result as you experience God’s grace in tangible ways.
Unlike other church-wide retreats, ARISE and Pilgrimage are for individuals, and so is “by invitation only.” Both are Invitation
Only NOT for exclusivity but for reproduction. In other words, the dependence upon individuals inviting individuals forces those who
have attended to make more and better disciples rather than waiting on people to show up. As you know, this is how churches
should work, people invite their friends and neighbors rather than wait on them to drive by and see the sign. Pilgrimage and ARISE
force this dynamic upon previous participants to create a discipleship loop – someone shared it with someone who shared it with
someone who shared it with someone.
SO YOU’RE INVITED! This is your invitation. If you would like more information or to register, please come talk with Pastor Andrew or any of the others mentioned in this Article who have attend Pilgrimage in the past!

Mission and Outreach has some really awesome things going on
this spring! We would love for you to mark your calendar and
make plans to join us. First, we will be visiting Meadowview
Assisted Living on Saturday, April 13th to celebrate Easter with
the residents and hand out Easter Week Wreaths made by our
Serve Night Kid’s Ministry team. We will meet at the church at
2:00pm for some spring snacks, and then caravan over to Meadowview.
Second, Mission and Outreach is hosting a shower for House of
Hope on Sunday , May 26 directly after worship - around
noon. We will have a quick presentation from a House of Hope
representative, and we will be collecting items to support this
great mission. More details as it gets closer to the event. You
can visit www.houseofhopenc.com/needs-list to view their
needs list and to get so ideas of donation items. Please mark your calendars for this date and plan to come show your support.
The Mission and Outreach team always has a lot going on, and would be happy to have you for any of these events or future events.
You do not have to be on the Mission and Outreach team to take part, but if you like planning outreach events you can help with that
as well by coming to our April or May meeting during Serve Night!

Submitted by the Mission & Outreach Team

Around the world, millions of people lack access to sustainable
food sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and
opportunity. The three programs supported by One Great
Hours of Sharing - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the
Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People all work in different ways to serve individuals and communities
in need. From initial disaster response to ongoing community
development, their work fits tougher to provide people with
safety, sustenance, and hope.
Received during the season of Lent (Mar.6– Apr. 21), each gift to
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) helps to improve the lives of
people in these challenging situations. The offering provides us
a way to share God’s love with our neighbors in need. In fact,
OGHS is the single, largest way that Presbyterians come
together every year to work for a better world.
One Great Hour of Sharing
offering and Fish collection
boxes will be collected
during our Easter Worship
Service on April 21, 2019.

An Adult Sunday School Experiment
Starting on Sunday, April 7th, we will offer an
alternative type of Sunday School experience
for 6 weeks. Rather than starting in the bible,
studying a particular passage and then applying that lesson to our life, this experiment
will start in -our life experiences, look at
some unique sources of truth, and then relate all of that back to the Bible.
The series is entitled “It’s All About
Me!”. We will explore some well-known
personality surveys, unique expressions of
love and forgiveness, as well as customized
applications of spiritual fruits and gifts. Join
us in the Fellowship Hall at 9:30 am as Tom
Grundstrom leads the class through exploring what makes you, you.
Weekly Lesson Topics:
Week 1 (4/7): Discovering what makes me,
me (Myers Briggs test)
Week 2 (4/14): Discovering what makes me,
me Part 2 (The Enneagram Institute)
Week 3 (4/28): My Love Language (The Five
Love Languages by Gary Chapman)
Week 4 (5/5): My Forgiveness Language
(Another book by Gary Chapman)
Week 5 (5/12): What's growing in my orchard? (personal application of the fruits of
the spirit)
Week 6 (5/19): What's under my Christmas
tree? (personal assessment of spiritual gifts)

Sunday, May 12 2019
10:30am worship service will be lead
by the youth!

Whether you have been coming to Sunday
School your whole life, or you are looking to
start something new, we hope you will make
plans to join us for one, two, or more of
these special topic lessons. Each week is
independent of the others, so don’t let missing a week or two stop you from checking
the class out!

25th Golfing For Jessica Tournament
The 25th annual Golfing for Jessica tournament will
take place on June 1, 2018 at Reedy Creek Golf Course.
We need teams to play, businesses & individuals to
sponsor holes, and any contributions would be greatly
appreciated. Let’s make this 25th year of support for
JESSICA the best ever! Show your love by participating.

May Fellowship Supper
The next fellowship supper will be on Wednesday
May 15 at 6:30 pm. We will be serving fried
chicken, squash casserole, butter beans, three
bean salad, rolls, & deserts. You can reserve a
place at the table by signing up on Sunday, May
5th & 12th. Make plans to attend for an evening
of good food & fellowship with your Oakland
family.

The cost for a team is $300 and holes can be
sponsored for $50 or more.
We will also need support from volunteers the day of
the event to make this event a success. For more
information contact the church office at 919-934-5476
or a Tournament Committee member.
We appreciate all of your support!!
Co-chairs: Rudy Baker & Steve LaRue

Submitted by Helen Thomas

APRIL SERVE NIGHT
Our April Serve Night will be held on Thursday, April 4. Join us
for a delicious spaghetti dinner followed by a group devotion
and our ministry team meetings. Our children ministry team will
be working on a special outreach project during the meeting
time, making Easter Week Wreaths to be given to the Meadowview Residents at our family visit on April 13th. Also, mark your
calendar for our May Serve Night on May 2.
Thank you to all the ministry teams and all the hard work and
planning they put into all the projects going on around Oakland!

April Events

May Events

Thurs. 4/4: Senior Saints, 10:00am
Serve Night, 6:15pm
Wed. 4/10: PW Circles, 10:00am & 7:00pm
Thur. 4/11: Cancer Companions, 7:00pm
Sat. 4/13: Family Meadowview visit, 3:00pm
Sun. 4/14: Easter Cantata, 10:30 am; PYC, 4:30pm
Session Bible Study, 7:00pm
Thurs. 4/18: Maundy Thursday Service &
Kid’s Glow of Hope Party, 7:00pm
Sun. 4/21: EASTER (see schedule on back)
Sun. 4/28: PYC, 4:30pm; Session Meeting, 7:00pm

Wed. 5/1: Baber Scholarship Deadline
Thurs. 5/2: Senior Saints, 10:00am;Serve Night, 6:15pm
Thurs. 5/9: Cancer Companions, 7:00pm
Sun. 5/12: Mother’s Day; Youth Sunday 10:30am
Session Bible Study, 7:00pm
Wed. 5/15: Fellowship Supper, 6:30pm
Sun. 5/19: Graduate Sunday; Joint PW Meeting, 3:00pm
Fri. 5/24: ARC Blood Drive, 2:00-6:30pm
Sun. 5/26: House of Hope Shower, 12:00pm
Session Meeting, 7:00pm
Mon. 5/27: CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

**Full calendar available in the office or on-line at oaklandpresbyterianchurch.org/connect/church-calendar/

Weekly Servants
FLOWERS
LITURGIST
GREETERS
USHERS

CHILDREN’S CHURCH (4-K)
CHILDREN’S CHURCH (1ST-3RD)
WORSHIP SERVICE NURSERY
FELLOWSHIP CONNECTION
PROPERTY CARETAKER

APRIL 7

APRIL 14

APRIL 21

OPEN
JENNIFER WELLS
KITTY NAPPEN
MARY WILLIFORD
TROY BARBER
NATA BARBER
HELEN THOMAS
LANNY THOMAS
JESSICA SOTO
TAMMY PFLUM
AMY LARUE
DEE CASKEY

PALMS PROVIDED
JENNIFER WELLS
KITTY NAPPEN
MARY WILLIFORD
EDWARD LEONARD
KITTY NAPPEN
RAY MCGEE
KOLBY JARMAN
HELEN THOMS
KATIE DULMAINE
CATHERINE MULHERN
OPEN

MELANIE WATKINS
JENNIFER WELLS
KITTY NAPPEN
MARY WILLIFORD
ALLISON LEE
ART WATKINS
KEITH BRASWELL
JIMMY BENSON
SARAH LEONARD
SARAH LEONARD
AMY LARUE
OPEN

EDWARD LEONARD

EDWARD LEONARD

APRIL 28

MAY 5

FLOWERS

DENTON & JANE LEE

STEVE & LINDA PINGEL

LITURGIST

JENNIFER WELLS

BECKY STANCIL

GREETER

KITTY NAPPEN
MARY WILLIFORD

USHERS

CHILDREN’S CHURCH (4-K)

PAT ELLIS
LORI ELLIS
BEN SWIFT
CAROL WHITE
DANIELLE HAMER

ANNICE BROADWELL
JANE LEE
FRANK TAYLOR
JOE DAVID AUSTIN
ROB BRASWELL
BETH BRASWELL
ANNICE BROADWELL

CHILDREN’S CHURCH (1ST-3RD)

HOLLY DOERNER

SARAH LEONARD

JANE & STEVE LARUE

TAMMY BAREFOOT

TOM & LORI DOUGLAS

OPEN

EDWARD LEONARD

STEVE PINGEL

Weekly Servants

WORSHIP SERVICE NURSERY
FELLOWSHIP CONNECTION
PROPERTY CARETAKER

Weekly Servants

MAY 12

MAY 19

FLOWERS

DON & MARY WILLIFORD

DENTON & JANE LEE

CAROL WHITE

LITURGIST

BECKY STANCIL

BECKY STANCIL

BECKY STANCIL

GREETERS

ANNICE BROADWELL
JANE LEE
WAYNE TUDOR

ANNICE BROADWELL
JANE LEE
TOM DOUGLAS

ANNICE BROADWELL
JANE LEE
MATT HEATER

KITTY NAPPEN

LORI DOUGLAS

CARA HEATER

RICHIE BOYD

GINNY PRICE

TROY BARBER

TAMMY BOYD

MASON PRICE

NATA BARBER

CARA HEATER

MARY JO NEW

JANE LARUE

ALLISON LEE

SARAH & EDWARD
LEONARD

WORSHIP SERVICE NURSERY

MARY MARGARET BOYD

KATE SWIFT

CATHERINE MULHERN

FELLOWSHIP CONNECTION

OPEN

OPEN

STEVE PINGEL

STEVE PINGEL

DEE CASKEY
LINDA PINGEL
STEVE PINGEL

USHERS

CHILDREN’S CHURCH (4-K)
CHILDREN’S CHURCH (1ST-3RD)

PROPERTY CARETAKER

Elders Serving Communion in April
SANDRA BJORLING
TOM GRUNDSTROM
BETH MCGEE

CHRIS DOERNER
DENTON LEE
EDWARD LEONARD

MAY 26

Elders Serving Communion in May
BETH BRASWELL
EDWARD LEONARD
JENNIFER WELLS

ALLISON LEE
BECKY STANCIL
ED WILLIFORD

The Oakland Acorn

STANDARD
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
Smithfield NC
Permit No. 20

Oakland Presbyterian Church
8927 Cleveland Road
Clayton, North Carolina 27520

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

MAIL TO:

At Oakland, Easter is a party. We rejoice knowing that Jesus is not in the tomb, He lives in us. We
gather on Easter morning with expectant hearts ready to celebrate together in new ways that we will
carry with us all through the year. This year is no exception. We will celebrate the amazingness of
Easter once again with sunrise service, breakfast, an Easter art project, and then our corporate worship
service. It is some of the most fun you will have at church all year. So, this Easter come ready to celebrate with us, and bring the whole neighborhood with you because it would be a shame for them to
miss this!
Easter Schedule: 4/14- Easter Cantata, Palm Sunday 10:30 am
4/18- Maundy Thursday Service & Glow of Hope Party 7:00pm
4/21- Easter Sunrise Service 6:30am; Easter Celebration 9:00am;
Worship Service, 10:30am

