
 

 

   OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2020 
Remember in the Wizard of Oz, when the curtain is finally drawn back and the impressive Wizard with his smoke and mirrors is re-
vealed as a small little man with lots of levers and a megaphone? Well, lately worship has been just the opposite. The final product 
that many of you see online or in person appears unsophisticated, unimpressive, and at times unprofessional, but behind the curtains 
there are 1,000s of labor hours and 100s of buttons to push. It’s less like the Wizard of Oz and more like a duck on the water – calm 
on top and paddling like crazy under the water. I want to invite you behind the curtains of the last six months of technological inno-
vation and deployment. 
 First, it’s important to remember that Oakland is not trying to be a movie production company or televangelists. Our goal is 
not entertainment but discipleship. Not amusement but worship. So all the hours and work have been invested to usher people into 
worship; to help them worship where they are with whomever is around. We don’t want people to “watch worship,” we want them 
to worship through what they “watch” in person or online there are no spectators, just participants. 
 When concerns about COVID-19 first hit, we moved quickly to the Fellowship Hall so that we could spread out in individual 
chairs and use the projector to avoid bulletins/hymnals. During these first few weeks Claire streamed the service primitively using a 
handheld iPhone – the videos were shaky and audio was difficult. We then tried using a laptop for filming allowing stability. Then we 
closed the building entirely, and we were 100% online. 

By God’s grace, I was already producing 5 Facebook and YouTube videos every week of LENT, and so had increased familiar-
ity with online videos, but nothing fancy. I researched and researched to figure out how to splice together different videos. I salvaged 
every piece of camera equipment I could find at home and at church looking for useful equipment. I called every tech savvy pastor I 
knew and talked to their tech-gurus. I watched YouTube videos about YouTube videos, but could not find the technological tools 
needed to accomplish what I wanted to accomplish. 

I wanted to be able to display words or slides on the screen during videos so that we could display hymn lyrics and scripture 
verses. I wanted people not to listen to the songs, but to sing the hymns. Music presented another challenge, since we had no prere-
corded videos of music at Oakland and copyrighted music is not generally permissible in online videos, so I had to secure non-
copyrighted music videos and recordings. Thankfully smallchurchmusic.com and Getty Music suspended their copyright restrictions 
for churches. 

But what cameras to use? I have a webcam on my computer, but it is not ideal, so I stared to research other possible cam-
eras. Tom Grundstrom lent me a Logitech c920 Wideangle webcam, which was a God send, allowing me to easily add a second cam-
era, but we still needed a production software as Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter quickly approached. With Holy Week 
upon us, I called up two old Seminary buddies for a brainstorming session. I got lots of good ideas during that session, but none more 
valuable than Ecamm Live – a Livestream Production software. After purchasing the software online and watching the 10 tutorial 
videos, I learned how to include music and display lyrics in our services so we could sing; show pre-recorded videos during a live feed 
so we could allow members to lead worship; and use iPhones/iPads as livestream video cameras. We elected for multiple cameras 
because worshipping via a video on TV with a single camera angle can be monotonous, and camera switches cue the brain to reen-
gage. 

But where should we film the worship service if everyone is going to be worshiping from home? We want to provide people 
with the “comfort” and “normal” of our usual sanctuary, but we also want to equip people to worship in their home as sanctuaries. 
How can we use this worship service to both comfort people and model family worship at home for families worshiping together at 
home? There appeared to be no way to do both, until I had a dream – what if we used Picture-in-a-picture!? We’ll film the sermon in 
the Sanctuary, and then we’ll film the Ruths watching the whole service so all of Oakland can see what worship looks like in the Ruth 
house. We wanted you to see that it wasn’t always pretty or formal – sometimes Jack falls asleep, sometimes we eat snacks and cof-
fee, sometimes we stand up to sing, sometimes we sit to sing, but we also wanted to show you that we aren’t watching passively, 
we’re talking about the sermon, sing the songs, and taking notes. 

What you couldn’t see or tell, was the tremendous production effort involved. Throughout the week, Claire would text/
email members requesting videos of them offering the opening prayer, Lord’s Prayer, Apostles’ Creed, and special music. Andrew 
would locate legal music online and download it. On Saturday afternoons, Pastor Andrew would come up to Oakland about 2pm to 
build the video studio in the sanctuary. About 3:30pm or 4:00pm, he’d film the opening, confession/assurance, hymn intros, sermon, 
and benediction. During these recordings he’d preach, while controlling the sound, cameras, and software from his laptop. Around 
6:00pm on Saturdays, Andrew would arrive back at the Ruth House, arrange all the component videos of the service into the produc-
tion software, and redeploy all our cameras and sound equipment in our home studio. About 8:00pm (but sometimes as late as 
10:00pm), the Ruths would gather to splice together all the pieces of the service and record themselves worshiping while doing so. 
That whole service final product would be uploaded to Facebook and YouTube and our websites around 12:00AM on Sunday morn-
ings for your 10:30am worship service.                                                                                                                             Continued on page 6                 

 



 

 

When I left the Senior Saints meeting in March, I was mak-
ing plans for the Easter Show at the Rudy Theater in Selma. I 
never imagined 6 months later we would still be dealing 
with Covid 19. The fall and winter months are coming up 
and the Flu will also become a factor. I am not really sure 
how y'all feel about trying to meet and would like to hear 
from you. I know that we all fall in the over 65 category and 
it makes some a little uneasy. I will be looking forward to 
your feedback. In the meantime, stay safe.    
                                                                       Becky Stancil  

 

Ladies, it has been quiet awhile since we gathered together.  I do 
miss gathering to pray, study and laugh together.  I hope that 
you all feel the same and that you are joining me to pray that 
our days to gather as a community of Oakland women will re-
turn soon. 
 
There is an opportunity to gather virtually by signing up for the  
New Hope PW Fall Gathering on October 10th on Zoom.  The 
keynote Speaker is the Rev. Stephanie Workman.  If you would 
like to join this online gathering, the link is: 
www.nhpresbytery.org/pw-fall-2020.  The date is fast approach-
ing and will be here soon, so click on the link or copy and paste it 
to your browser for more information. 

 
Also, we are 
trying to 
bring an-
other study 
to the 
women and 
hope to 
make a de-
cision on 
this soon. 
 
Be safe and 
in prayer for 
friends, 
family and 
church. 
 
Linda Pingel 

October Anniversaries 
 

Steve & Katie Dulmaine 10/6 
 

Bryan & Laura New 10/6 
Celebrating 36 years 

 
Paul & Kitty Nappen 10/10 

Celebrating 39 years 
 

                     Megan and Hunter Ship     10/11 
                                Celebrating 6 years 

 
Chad & Leslie Myers  10/12 

Celebrating 12 years 
 

Martin & Svetlana Velie 10/14 
Celebrating 25 years 

 
Chris & Ashley Parsons 10/16 

Celebrating 10 years 
 

Don & Mary Williford                     10/19 
Celebrating 51 years 

 
Bret & Kelly Luter  10/28 

Celebrating 24 years 

November Anniversaries 
 

Edward & Sarah Leonard 11/4 
Celebrating 14 years 

 

Rudy & Pat Baker  11/5 
Celebrating 32 years 

 

Steve & Carol Aschmann 11/20 
Celebrating 22 years 

 

Robert & Pamela Heath 11/20 
Celebrating 38 years 

We are starting the church wide Sunday school study on Sunday Octo-
ber 4th and it will be available online as well as in person and will run 
for 7 weeks.  
Jude: Contending for the Faith in Today's Culture by Jackie Hill Perry 
While often overlooked, the Book of Jude remains as relevant today as 
the time it was written. God has commanded His beloved church to do 
the necessary work of contending for the faith in a world of unbelief, 
and as we do, He will keep us from falling into the same deception. In 
this 7-session study from Jackie Hill Perry, dive into themes of being 
called, loved, and kept, and learn how to point others to Jesus in grace 
and truth. We serve others well when we share the whole gospel with 
them, not just the parts deemed attractive by our culture.   



 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Oakland's Vision Team 

Vernie Mae Adams  

Margaret Boyd 

The family of Betty Bradford 

David Keefe 

Ms Joyce  

Ann Lee 

Meadowview Residents 

Friend in Oak Island with severe skin cancer 

Jessica Williams 

Bill Yelvington  
 

Prayer requests may be submitted using the yellow 

cards in the church pews marked “Prayer Request” or 

by contacting the church office.  Completed forms 

may be placed in the collection plate or brought to the 

church office.  Requests will remain on the Prayer List 

for 6 weeks and will then need to be resubmitted. 
 

 

 

 

October Birthdays 
James Lee 10/3 

Jennifer Wells 10/4 

Dianne Jones 10/5 

Davis Wells 10/6 

Preston Thomas 10/7 

Donna Kelly 10/8 

Tammy Pflum 10/8 

Andrew Ruth 10/8 

Helen Thomas 10/8 

Denton Lee III 10/10 

Ramsey Wright-Taylor 10/10 

Ashley Parsons 10/14 

Tom Grundstrom 10/15 

Cindy Clark 10/17 

Jake Pflum 10/18 

Merle McNutt 10/19 

Jonathan Partin 10/19 

Ginny Price 10/22 

Craig New 10/25 

Michelle Dietrich 10/27 

Steve Hall 10/27 

Emery Myers 10/29 

Aiden Taylor 10/30 

Dillon Wells 10/31 

 

November Birthdays 
Rachel Williams 11/2 

Aiden Zapata 11/2 

Nolan Myers 11/5 

Cheryl Kirk 11/12 

Shirley Watkins 11/13 

Tammy Boyd 11/15 

John McPhail 11/15 

Carol White 11/17 

Claire Kuppler 11/18 

Art Watkins 11/20 

Ed Williford 11/20 

Annice Broadwell 11/21 

Steve Dulmaine 11/22 

Linwood Jones 11/23 

Jody Pleasants 11/24 

Pat Barbour 11/27 

Adynn Barefoot 11/27 

Linda Pingel 11/28 

Wilbert Miller 11/29 

Cole Moore 11/29  

2020 Financial Information: 
 

Jan Budget: $23,582.00 

Giving:    $21,391.00 

Difference: ($ 2,191.00) 
 

Feb Budget: $23,582.00 

Giving:    $16,776.00 

Difference: ($ 6,806.00) 
 

March Budget: $23,582.00 

Giving:    $17,617.00 

Difference: ($ 5,965.00) 
 

April Budget: $23,582.00 

Giving:    $47,697.00 

Difference: $ 24,115.00 
 

May Budget: $23,582.00 

Giving:    $11,812.00 

Difference: ($11,770.00) 
 

June Budget: $23,582.00 

Giving:    $17,797.00 

Difference: ($ 5,785.00)   

 

July Budget: $23,582.00 

Giving:    $20,474.00 

Difference: ($ 3,108.00) 

 

August Budget: $23,582.00 

Giving:    $24,000.00 

Difference: $ 418.00 

 

 

2020 TOTALS to Date  

Budget:  $141,492.00 

Giving:  $177,564.00 

Difference: $36,072.00     
 

 

 

 

 

Building Improvement 

Fund Total to date: 

$34,502.13 



 

 

Youth Center Revival 
 
In 1975 faithful members of Oakland completed the construction of a new education wing 
and fellowship hall and celebrated the event with a dedication and “dinner on the 
grounds”. Most of the construction, roofing, plumbing, and wiring was done by members 

and friends of the church, and no debt was incurred for the 
new addition. Forty-five years later, this building is still in use 
for classrooms and our Youth Center. 
 
Over the past two years, as funding was available, significant 
upgrades have been made. New, energy efficient windows 
were installed, rest rooms completely remodeled, new plumbing for the building, new 
shingles for the roof, and just recently new carpet and trim painting. And just in time for 
the return of our youth programs and our new Youth Director! 
 
The Property Team is thankful for the many members and friends who have given their 
time and resources to help build this building and remodel it for use well into the future, 
and for our Session for their support and funding. 

                                                                                                                Denton Lee -Chair of the Property Committee 
 

Flower Chart 2020-2021 Information 
 
The Flower Chart for 2021 is now available but will be main-
tained by the Flower Chairman at home.  Mary Williford is 
flower chairman through 2020.  If you wish to reserve a Sun-
day for 2021, call her at 919-934-4949 or 919-607-0926.  You 
may text her or email at  
donmarywilliford@gmail.com. 
 
Cathy Mulhern will become the flower chairman beginning on January 1, 2021.  You can reach her 
at 919-901-8886 or email at cathymulhern98@gmail.com. 
 

The use of homegrown flowers is encouraged.  You may wish to re-
serve a Sunday during 2021 when your flowers are blooming.  Please 
call Cathy at that time and reserve a Sunday. 
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Smithfield Rescue Mission 
What an opportunity!  The Oakland family has the opportunity to glorify God by working with the wonderful folks at the Smith-

field Rescue Mission.  The Smithfield Rescue Mission exists to proclaim the love of Jesus for those who are homeless and in crisis by provid-

ing shelter and necessities of life and life changing programs to break the cycle of poverty.  The OPC family worked for 2 weekends, and 

many went during the week to perform additional work, to help make improvements and much needed repairs to the Rescue Mission’s 

facilities.  Participants of all backgrounds and skill levels participated in a variety of ways.  Some of the project we completed during this 

initial partnership phase were:  New lockers for residents for clothes storage, new closet including dedicated ventilation and wiring used 

for new resident intake, new recreation room storage area, repair/replace steps on outside deck, refurbishing main entry deck, cleaning 

out future classroom space.  Many from OPC cared for the folks working by providing lunches and praying over the project.  It was truly a 

team effort. 

However, this was just the beginning.  OPC has an opportunity to make an incredible difference for the Rescue Mission, and YOU 

can be a part of this amazing local opportunity.  The Smithfield Rescue Mission has a mobile classroom space that was donated over 5 

years ago, but has never been used except as a catch all spot for donations.  They desperately need classroom space to expand their mis-

sion and provide more services to their residents.  The building needs many repairs and a team from OPC is working with the Rescue Mis-

sion staff to outline exactly what needs to be done to the space.  There are other local groups that want to partner with OPC to complete 

this work, and you can be part of this awesome opportunity.  We have already received commitments and gifts of $7,000 to combine with 

OPC’s commitment of the same amount for the projects at the Rescue Mission.  The plan is to organize several workdays to complete the 

project over a period of a couple of months.  There will soon be announcements of the details of the project and ways you can help.  I 

promise you will get more out of your service than you ever thought you would.  Please consider helping for a day, or several days on this 

local mission project.  If you are unable to be on site helping, please commit to praying for guidance, clear vision as to what would best 

glorify God with this project, and for safe and successful completion of the projects. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                Respectfully, Ed Williford 

Picnic 
The 3rd Annual Oakland Picnic took place at the Ruth house. It brings us immense joy to host friends and family. 
Something spiritual happens when we gather to eat and have conversations about things more important than the 
weather. There are so many times in the Bible that followers of God break bread together. Just think of a few of 
them: all the feasts of the Old Testament, Jesus feeding the 5,000, the wedding feast, Jesus' Last Supper. The list 
goes on, and that's part of the reason why we felt strongly about starting this tradition two years ago when we 
moved to the farm. We want the Oakland family to feel welcome on our turf. We want to do life with you; outside 
of the four walls of the church, we want to be the church with you at our home, eating, playing, and sharing more of 
life with each other. If you ever wonder why we bother cleaning up the yard, tidying the house, setting the tables, 
and sending out invitations for a catered meal, remember, God invites you to a place He's prepared for you. The 
picnic is just a tiny earthly reminder that you are worth it. You matter to us, and more so to God, and we wanted to 
make sure you knew that fact.   
  
Why did we decide to host the picnic during COVID-19? We need each other. Our God, who created us in His image, 
exists in community: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Now, more than ever, we are aware of 

how badly it hurts to be isolated from others. It has been heavy on 
my heart to find creative ways to foster community during this 
trying time, whether it be visiting on porches wearing masks, gar-
dening together, or connecting over video conferencing. We also 
felt it was worth being creative to continue our tradition of hosting 
the church picnic, because we are all suffering from being sepa-
rated from each other. It is worth noting that we took COVID-19 
precautions, like wearing our masks, maintaining distance, and 
using hand sanitizer because unfortunately we aren't in heaven 
yet, and germs still  exist.  
                                                                                                                               
Claire Ruth 



 

 

Session Recap 

 
Dear Oakland Family, 
 Your Elders have continued to meet at least twice a month during the entirety of the COVID Pandemic. This is a tre-
mendous investment of time on your behalf and it is yielding exponential dividends. By investing twice as much time, we’re get-
ting four times as much done and communicating more smoothly. I am so grateful for the Elders as I hear about other churches 
and pastors who have not held Session meetings regularly during this time and are reaping the whirlwind. In this time of isola-
tion, our consistent meetings have set the tone for consistent connections throughout the rest of the church. Please take time 
to thank your Elders. 
 The most notable decision we’ve undertaken in the past two months was moving worship back into the sanctuary. We 
researched and prayed through this move for weeks because we understand that God’s presence is not confined to any four 
walls in any building, and so the space where we worship is secondary to the God whom we worship. So, we focused our consid-
eration on where the wisest place would be to worship and came to see the pews as a better option than the Fellowship Hall. As 
Scouts and AA resume modified meetings, more people are in and out of the Fellowship Hall, whereas only Oakland uses the 
Sanctuary limiting our exposure. New research suggests that the virus does not live a week on hard surfaces so we felt more 
comfortable using hymnals than before, and if we get creative we could still socially distance in the Sanctuary. Moving into the 
Sanctuary would require us to re-engineer all our video streaming set-up and finish installing WiFi throughout the church build-
ing. Both appeared possible by the end of August. So we made the switch, knowing that on top of the extra safety, many of you 
would enjoy being back in a room where you have long experienced God’s presence. 
 At the same time, we were considering moving to the Sanctuary, we proposed several ways we could serve The Lord’s 
Supper in keeping with the sacraments sacredness and theological importance. We decided to celebrate the Eucharist on Au-
gust 23, 2020 together in person and by “extending the table” to those online by pre-delivering the elements, and to offer the 
meal for two hours after the conclusion of worship. This allows us to avoid “private” communions and emphasizes that we re-
ceive Communion TOGETHER because the sacrament is not just about union between “me and Jesus” but rather about the un-
ion of “me and you and Jesus.” We are currently developing a Communion Schedule for the rest of the year, which will be avail-
able soon. 
 The Session continues to provide goals for our committees, which they are authorized to achieve in the best way they 
can. Some of these goals include tasking Christian Education with researching Sunday School Curriculum options and Youth Min-
istry guidelines during the pandemic. We authorized Ed Williford on behalf of the Mission Team to coordinate our work with the 
Smithfield Rescue Mission. Finance Committee is working on a 2021 Budget and continues to closely monitor our financial 
health. As documented elsewhere, Property Committee was tasked with up fitting our Youth Center for continued use. 
 Finally, your Session is constantly discerning God’s next steps for Oakland during this rapidly changing time. No one 
knows what the future will look like or what our “new normal” will be “after COVID,” but we are studying attendance trends and 
engagement in person and online so that we can continue to be a church that values being present to one another and to God, 
serving hard, and learning across generations. We are looking forward to upcoming meetings between the Session and the Vi-
sion Team, which hopefully reveal God’s providential hand preparing our way forward. 

Pastor letter Continued from Front page 
 
It was a ton of work, but worship is worth it. We didn’t want to produce “something.” We wanted to embrace every op-

portunity and tool available to “spur one another on toward love and good works.” We wanted to do our very best, rising to every 
challenge, because we don’t want Oakland to just survive COVID, we want Oakland to THRIVE through COVID. We don’t want you 
and your kids to “just get by” with working and learning remotely, we want you to give it all you have, to embrace it as fully as 
possible with as much excellence and innovation as possible – because just as God has called me to lead this church, God has 
called you to your jobs and your education. God is as invested in your work as he is in our Sunday Morning worship services. 

That’s why I’m writing this article. To show you the WHY behind the WHAT and the HOW. The challenges and changes 
have been tremendous for everyone of us, but we will stagnate and fester if we resent the changes and try to recover our past 
normal. But we will mature and fruit if we persevere with Christ’s help. 

So give it all you got. When you find a new challenge, when your old solution doesn’t work cause the sanctuary is closed, 
or the fellowship hall has a projector, or you need to be in three spaces at once, or your equipment is on back order, find another 
way. Research, overcome, adapt. Sure, the mountain may be huge, but we’ve never seen a view like this either. 

 
For the King, 

Pastor Andrew Ruth 



 

 

 

Every year, Operation Gratitude sends 300,00+ individually addressed Care Packages to Soldiers, Sail-

ors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen deployed overseas, to their children left behind, and to 

First Responders, New Recruits, Veterans, Wounded Heroes, and their Care Givers.  Each package con-

tains snacks, hygiene products, entertainment, and 

handmade items, personal letters of support, and at 

this time of year, a handful of Halloween Candy. Please 

bring any candy you would like to donate in zip lock 

bags and place in one of the donation bins in the Fel-

lowship Hall or drop it by the church office the week 

after Halloween. Please bring the candy by Nov 11th. 

If candy is not your thing, consider writing some per-

sonal letters or cards and dropping them in the dona-

tion bins to be sent along with the candy.  Operation 

Gratitude includes letters of support in each box they 

send out!  If you would like to learn more about Opera-

tion Gratitude, please visit www.operationgratitude.org.   

Caring for the One – Luke 15 

Ever since  Covid-19 impacted our world, our city, our neighborhood and our church family, the Congregational Care Com-

mittee has faithfully met each month to determine how we best care for our members and friends during this pandemic.    

Sometimes those meetings focused on the needs of our elderly and home bound knowing that they were the most vulner-

able amongst us.   Other times we focused on young families.   How in the world do you juggle full time jobs, working from 

home, and on-line virtual learning for the kids……and stay sane?    Still other times we learned of folks that had lost their 

job, or folks that were sick and afraid to get medical attention, and others who simply suffered in silence as depression and 

anxiety overwhelmed them.    At each meeting I was reminded of the story Jesus told in Luke 15 where the Shepherd left 

99 sheep in the open field vulnerable and exposed to go find that one that was lost. 

Can’t you just hear the conversation between those 99 sheep while the Shepherd is out searching.    “But….what about us?   

Don’t we matter?   For crying out loud…..if that one sheep had been more careful, more responsible, more conscientious, 

more hard working, more fiscally sound, more educated, more moral and ethical, more like us, we wouldn’t be in this 

situation.   It’s awfully unfair to ignore us and focus on that one…..after all he/she is the “black sheep” of the group”.  

 

But here’s the gracious and hard truth of the Gospel:  Surely all sheep matter, but at any given time, that one sheep mat-

tered most.   And so we as a committee continue to wrestle with which segment of our members need special attention 

right now!   If you are part of the 99, know that you are amazing and special, and a day might come when you are the 1 not 

the 99.   But in the meantime, we are committed to going out and finding that one.    That life matters! 

                                                                                                                                                                                   Tom Grundstrom 



 

 

 

Home Coming / Return to Oakland Celebration: 

If 2020 were a normal year, the Congregational Care Committee would be in the final phase of planning the annual Home Coming 

Sunday activities.    But 2020 is not a normal year, and the Congregational Care Committee is still pondering exactly what to do.   

We had hoped by this time that the event could be a celebration of a return to “normal” at Oakland.   The Sunday morning wor-

ship service would be filled with family and friends from near and far lifting praises to our God, followed by a wonderful meal in 

the fellowship hall where laugher and story telling reigned at every table.   And sometime in the middle of the afternoon we 

would all reluctantly return to our homes glowing in the memories of what it means to be Oakland.     But that may be a bit pre-

mature at this stage. 

Having said that, we’d still like you to reserve 

Sunday October 25th on your calendar.    The 

committee will meet in the next week or so 

and make some final decisions about what is 

possible that day.    We may look to eat out-

side on tables (like we did at the 4th of July 

Pancake Breakfast), we may encourage those 

who want to attend that Sunday to really be 

careful for the prior 2 weeks and come having quarantined faithfully, we may look at doing something totally new and unique.    

Right now it’s up in the air,  and in God’s hands.   Please be in prayer with our committee that we might discern God’s will for this 

event, and that we might pursue that with all creativity and gusto!   So more to come.   Watch for information in the weekly 

emails and the announcements from Sarah on Sundays. 

           Tom Grundstrom 

Prayer 
 

Prayer changes things. It just does. I wish I could stop there and have you believe me.  
  
Would it convince you of prayer's power if I told you about the time my mom and her prayer group prayed for me to get out 
of an unhealthy relationship in high school, and God provided a door out of that situation? How about if I told you about 
when I was feeling broken and full of sorrow, and I journaled words that sounded like a promise from God, and then three 
nights later a complete stranger prayed the same exact words over me at a prayer meeting. What if I told you about the time 
Andrew and I got to pray for a man with cataracts to be healed in Jesus' name, and he was! Did you know that Jack is a result 
of my friend Manju praying for us to be able to conceive after waiting to start a family for 2 years for our job in Africa? Did 
you know that we were only able to purchase our farm house because our family and Oakland friends prayed about the 
dream God gave me, and He decided to move mountains (of cash) for us.  
  
Do you have stories about the power of prayer in your life or those close to you? If so, I would really love to hear them and 
celebrate them with you. Those stories are worth telling so that other believers can be encouraged in their faith! Do you want 
to have those types of stories? I would absolutely love to pray with you, so you can experience God in a new way and thus 
give Him more glory.  
  
Does talking about your prayer life make you a little uneasy? I used to feel that way, but then I studied scripture more and 
realized that there is great power in our testimonies of God's work in our lives. Jesus even tells the man who had demons cast 
out of him: “No, go home to your family, and tell them everything the Lord has done for you and how merciful he has been,” 
in Mark 5:19. David tells us in Psalm 22:22 “I will praise you to all my brothers; I will stand up before the congregation and 
testify of the wonderful things you have done.” Psalm 66:16 says, “Come and listen, all you who fear God, and I will tell you 
what he did for me.” Finally, we are encouraged in James 5: 13 Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone 
happy? Let them sing songs of praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them 
and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord 
will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each 
other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. 
  
I really think God wants us to pray more for each other at Oakland. I got that sense during Sunday School a couple weeks ago, 

when Max Lucado talked about us needing the to be filled with the Holy Spirit in order to experience God's power and love. If 

you feel a nudge to pray or be prayed for, talk to God about it. He will show you what to do. And remember, my invitation to 

pray with you is open! 

                                                                                                                                                                                               Claire Ruth 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The PYC is excited to be gathering again, and we are looking forward to starting a new study together this fall!  With our year 

being cut short in the spring, we wanted to find ways to stay in touch through the summer months, so we planned monthly 

outings to have some time and fun together.  In June, the youth enjoyed hanging out for a few games at a rainy night pool 

party, and in July we tubed down the Cape Fear River.  In August, we kicked off the new PYC year with a photo scavenger 

hunt.  The youth had a long list of photo challenges to complete in one hour and the team with the most points by the end 

of the time got a goodie bag of prizes!  It was a lot of fun for the youth and the chaperones, plus the youth even got some of 

the church members involved as we travelled around the area completing some of the challenges. 

Following the kick-off, we are now back to having regular meetings every other week.  The PYC leaders gave the youth the 

opportunity to choose the Bible study for the fall, and they picked to a study called “Feed the Dog” by Brock Gill. The idea of 

the study comes from an old parable about a man who has two dogs that were constantly at war with each other. One of 

the dogs was good, representing virtues like loyalty and kindness. The other dog was bad, representing vices such as hatred 

and lust. Which dog won in the end? That’s easy: the one he fed.  This study is meant to help guide students to realize the 

importance of nourishing the spirit through the practice of seven spiritual disciplines: worship, scripture, solitude, fasting, 

ministry, prayer, and community.  Our goal for this study is that the youth will learn that spiritual disciplines are something 

we develop over time through practice and perseverance which will lead to growth in their relationship with Christ. We will 

be working through this study at each PYC meeting and we would love to have your 6th -12th grader join us on September 

27, October 11 & 25, and November 8 & 22.  Also, be on the lookout for other PYC outings and events going on this Fall!! 

Sarah Leonard 



 

 

Come prepare your heart and decorate the church for 
Christmas at our annual Hanging of the Greens service on 
Sunday, November 29th.  More details about the event will 
be communicated as we near the Christmas season.  On 
that day, the Christian Education team will also host our 
annual Advent wreath workshop.  You and your family are 
invited to join us to make an Advent wreath for your home 
with fresh greens and seasonal decorations.  CE will provide 
all the needed supplies to make an Advent wreath.  If you 
have made an Advent wreath with us in the past, we ask 
that you bring your candle ring with you to decorate.  There 
will be extra rings available if this 
will be your first time attending the 
Advent wreath workshop. We will 
also have Advent resources avail-
able to preview and some for you to 
take home to use throughout the 
Advent season as we count down to 
Christmas.  Be on the lookout for 
more information and details about 
these events on Oakland’s Facebook 
page, in the weekly email, and dur-
ing our weekly announcements on 
Sundays. 

 

 

Operation Christmas 
Child collects shoe 
boxes filled with gifts 
and  delivers them to 
children in need 
around the world.  

Every one of these shoebox gifts is an opportunity for 
the Gospel.  You can be a part of this worldwide effort 
to grow the Kingdom of God even in places where the 
Gospel has never been heard.  Be on the lookout for 
boxes in the fellowship hall and announcements in the 
bulletin and weekly email. Samaritanspurse.org/
buildonline will also have an option of being able to 
build a box virtually.    
 

Oakland will resume normal communion schedule and will 

celebrate the Lord’s Supper on the first Sunday of every 

month.  

 

Friday, October 23 at 6:30 pm 

Oakland Presbyterian Church  

Join us for a fun time of decorating or  painting pumpkins. We hope to do this out-

side.  

Save the date and keep  your eye out for more information in the bulletin 

and the weekly email leading up to the event. 

 



 

 

New Office Staff 
 
Hi, for those of you that don’t know me, I am Kate 
Swift. I am the new office administrator here at 
Oakland. I am married to my husband Ben and we 
have two kids, twins Autumn and Logan. We have 
been members of Oakland for 3 years.  When An-
drew asked me to write a few things about what I 
am most excited about in my new role as Oakland’s 
office administrator, I didn’t hesitate and said yes! 
It has been several years since I have had a job that 
required me to go somewhere every day or even 
set hours that I needed to be available. I have been 
a stay at home mom to our 10 year old twins their 
whole life and working as a Disney travel agent a 
little on the side for the last 3 years.  God has a 
plan, I know that and I love when he really shows 
that in big and small ways.  Ben and I had just 
started to discuss me getting some kind of part time job or me doing a little something more outside the home and what that 
might look like. Within a week of that conversation, it was announced that Sarah would be taking on the full time youth posi-
tion thus leaving the secretarial part of her job open. It was as though God said in big flashing lights, here is this door, apply 
for this job. Unfortunately not all his signs are that obvious but this answered prayer sure felt that way. I prayed about it, 
talked to Ben about it, he prayed about it and then I reached out to the personnel committee. This was a great opportunity 
to at least apply and get back into an interview mode even if ultimately it was decided that I wasn’t the right person for the 
job.  I feel like I am right where I am supposed to be.   This job here at Oakland is a great fit and exciting for so many reasons.  
This job allows me to work towards the better of an organization and place that I know I like with a team of people that I 
know I like as well.  It is not just another job; it is a job that I truly find purpose in.  It allows me and forces me in the best way 
possible to dive deeper into my faith journey.  I get to be one of the faces and voices of Oakland. When someone calls, I am 
likely the one who will answer. When someone stops by, I am likely the first one they will see during the week. I know that 
anyone could call or come by for multiple reasons but if I can be a smile or a friendly voice, then that is worth it for me. The 
extrovert with a passion for helping and serving in me loves all that.  I am excited to get to know some of you that I don’t 
know as well and excited to continue to grow with the ones that I already know well.  I truly love this church and the people 
of Oakland and have enjoyed being a member for several years. It feels like home and I am looking forward to being in a big-
ger role at Oakland and helping to be a part of Gods plan here.  
                                                                                                                                                                                             Kate Swift  

The Blood Connection will be at Oakland on October 26th from 4-8pm. 

Please be on the lookout for more information on how to sign up.  

The American Red 

Cross will be at Oak-

land on November 

13th in the Fellowship 

Hall from 1:30-6:30. 

Please check the bul-

letin and the weekly 

emails for more infor-

mation.  
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