
 

 

   December 2020/ January  2021 

 
Dear Oakland Family, 
As 2020 comes to a close, I’m left asking myself, “What did we learn in 2020 as a Church?” I ask the question every year, but this year it 
has special import, because I did not want us to survive 2020, I wanted us to grow and to thrive. I wanted Oakland members to end 
2020 with more faith in Jesus and love for his Church and passion for his mission. I wanted us to spend more time thinking about what 
we could do than we did pining for the things we couldn’t. I wanted us to embrace the COVID precautions as a spiritual discipline and 
reap the spiritual harvest of well pruned branches.  
For many, 2020 was harder than we ever anticipated, but it was the classroom assigned to us by the Almighty. If we resent the assign-
ment, we’ll rarely learn the incased lessons. Worse still we could grow to resent the Rabbi. If however we can humbly accept what the 
Psalmist said, “TODAY is the day the LORD has made. I will rejoice and be glad in it.” Today, this day, not the future or the past, but the 
present moment even during pandemics is the day God has made and we can and should and will rejoice in it. If we embrace today, we 
can be transformed. 
So, what did we learn?  

1.The basics beliefs are the most necessary (and at risk).  
When chaos falls, I don’t need spiritual metaphysics, I need to know that there is a good God alert and almighty. I need to 

know that God is not surprised or out maneuvered. I need to know that God has not given up on the world. I need to know that Jesus 
still wins, and even if I catch COVID and even if I die, I will be with Jesus forever on the other side. I need to know that God still feels 
about me the same way Jesus felt about suffering people in the gospels. I need to know that when I pray, God listens and gives me ei-
ther what I would ask for or what I would have asked for if I knew what God knows.  

Yet, during a pandemic even these basic truths can seem improbable at best. We think things like, “If God is real and God is 
good why is there a pandemic? If Jesus answers my prayers, why did I still lose my job? I want to go to heaven, but I don’t want to go 
now.” It’s hard to find answers in the dark, but even the shadows of the cross fall from God’s light. Fear and pain are poor counselors, 
and the Holy Spirit still whispers to all who can hear, “Be still and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations.” And that is 
why we need the basic rhythms.  

2. The basic rhythms are still the most necessary (and at risk).  
We spent the summer remembering how to follow Jesus in its simplest forms because during a Pandemic, if you are utterly 

dependent upon the preacher or Sunday School teacher to spiritually spoon-feed you, you will shrivel up and die; but if you know how 
to spiritually feed yourself with the assets available, you’ll overcome. It’s the difference between giving a man a fish and teaching him 
to fish. During COVID, I need to know how to tell my faith story and God’s story. I need to know how to pray with and for others and 
shift through the conversational gears. I need to study the Bible personally even if I don’t have a commentary or a curriculum. I need to 
know how to forgive and repent. I need to know how to ask for help and serve others.   

Yet during a pandemic, when the kids are at home for school and I’ve got to prove my worth to the company to keep my job, it 
is hard to make time for Bible Study and Prayer. When even the decision to wear a mask or not is a partisan statement, it’s terrifying to 
shift into spiritual conversations. Distractions and divisions sing their siren songs, but there is a sweeter song still that carries over the 
crowds, “Come to me all you who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest. These promises are for you and for your family 
and for all who are far from God.” And if we respond, we’ll rediscover the primary relationships in our lives.  

3.The basic relationships are still the most necessary (and at risk).  
During a pandemic, when plans are gone and my limits are stretched beyond breaking, I need God’s direction and God’s 

strength. I need God to be closer than close and clearer than clear. And so, before I try to love anyone else, I need to let God love me. I 
need to invest in a heart connection with Jesus. From there, I’m going to spend 24 hours a day with the same household of people dur-
ing this lockdown and I need to make sure our house doesn’t descend into a civil war. So, after receiving grace from God, I need to give 
grace to those in my home before I start sending it down the street or into a ZOOM meeting. When working from home, I have to 
spend most of my time with the people God has given me to love for the rest of our lives – my spouse and children and grandchildren.  

 
 

(Continued on page 6) 



 

 

 
 

December Anniversaries 
 
Mike & Cindy Clark     12/3 
 Celebrating 10 years 

Craig & Paige Kuppler             12/4  
 Celebrating 27 years 

Edward & Shirley Watkins     12/4 
 Celebrating 65 years 

David & Shannon Gooding   12/10 
 Celebrating 26 years 

David & Cindy Miller             12/16 
 Celebrating 14 years 

Lanny & Helen Thomas         12/18 
 Celebrating 49 years 
James & Brenda Abbott       12/19 
 Celebrating 55 years 

Rudolph & Elgie Wells           12/22 
 Celebrating 66 years 

Jimmy & Elaine Benson         12/27 
 Celebrating 50 years 

Troy & Nata Barber                12/31 
 Celebrating 60 years 
 
January Anniversaries 
 
Matt & Cara Heater               1/11 
 Celebrating 19 years 

Steve & Jane LaRue                1/23 
 Celebrating 56 years 
Shepard & Amber Barbour   1/24 
 Celebrating 12 years 
Chris & Holly Doerner            1/30 
 Celebrating 12 years 

Ed & Deborah Williford          1/30 
 Celebrating 22 years 

 

Joy Gift Offering 

God saw the great needs of the world and offered a perfect gift, a  gift that brought God and humanity 
closer together. God’s perfect gift to us, Jesus Christ, offered the power of being with us. According to 
Matthew’s Gospel, one of the names given to Jesus is Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.” 

During these past months, many of us weren’t able to be together in person. But we have always been 
together in spirit, and in faith. God has been with us. And through our gifts to the Christmas Joy Offer-
ing, we are together with those who need our love and support. We have included an envelope if you 
would like to give to  this offering, please just drop it by the church  or drop it in the  mail.  

Merry Christmas and Many Blessings for a New Year!  
How do you prepare a message to the women of our church when you feel so disconnected from everyone?  I believe it is one key-
stroke at a time and a prayer sent through the heart.  I know that we all miss gathering together and even seeing each other every Sun-
day in church, in Sunday School, and in our gatherings as the women of the church.  
However, we must not forget that we connect with each other via phone, email or handwritten note.  However, this article in the Acorn 
is a good place to connect to all! I thank the Lord for traditions that connect and bring us together.  
As the women who lead the PW Circle we came together via email and we have chosen a study for us to go through. It is a PW study on 
Lament.  We do believe this will allow us to build up a new skill as we draw closer to the Lord. The only thing we have left to decide is 
how and when to do this.  This, ladies, is the hard part. Things change daily, weekly and monthly with our current crisis and our first 
priority is your safety. Once we figure the best way to do this, we will be announcing it. 
     
In the mean time, stay close to God, stop and pray for those who come to mind, and pray for an end to this Pandemic.   
God Bless and Keep You Safe,  
Linda Pingel 



 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
 

Oakland's Vision Team 

The family of Vernie Mae Adams  

Hannah Bucannon 

AJ Henley 

Ken McGee 

Jerry Myers  

Ann Lee 

Meadowview Residents 

Jessica Williams 

Connie Williamson 

2020 Financial Information: 
 

Jan Budget: $23,582.00 

Giving:    $21,391.00 

Difference: ($ 2,191.00) 
 

Feb Budget: $23,582.00 

Giving:    $16,776.00 

Difference: ($ 6,806.00) 
 

March Budget: $23,582.00 

Giving:    $17,617.00 

Difference: ($ 5,965.00) 
 

April Budget: $23,582.00 

Giving:    $47,697.00 

Difference: $ 24,115.00 
 

May Budget: $23,582.00 

Giving:    $11,812.00 

Difference: ($11,770.00) 
 

June Budget: $23,582.00 

Giving:    $17,797.00 

Difference: ($ 5,785.00)   

 

July Budget: $23,582.00 

Giving:    $20,474.00 

Difference: ($ 3,108.00) 

 

August Budget: $23,582.00 

Giving:    $24,000.00 

Difference: $ 418.00 

 

 

2020 TOTALS to Date  

Budget:  $141,492.00 

Giving:  $177,564.00 

Difference: $36,072.00     
 

 

 

 

 

Building Improvement 

Fund Total to date: 

$34,502.13 

Robin Braswell 12/1 

Keli Adams 12/3 

Craig Hamer 12/3 

Sue Braswell 12/4 

Bill Yelvington 12/4 

Phil Allen  12/5 

Kelly Luter 12/5 

Amy Corbett 12/6 

Blake Gooding 12/6 

Catherine Hall 12/11 

Catherine Mulhern 12/13 

Daisy Duncan 12/17 

Sam Leonard 12/20 

Jimmy Hatcher 12/21 

Ann Lee  12/22 

Heidi Doerner 12/26 

Shelia Adams 12/27 

Katrina Johnson 12/29 

Bret Luter 12/29 

Regina Wright 12/29 

Carl Bjorling 12/30 

Christy Thomas 1/1 

Kayla Moore 1/3 

Philip Velie 1/3 

William Watkins 1/4 

Kendall Pflum 1/4 

Jamie Thomas 1/8 

Deborah Williford 1/9 

Stephen Pingel 1/10 

Joshua Williford 1/11 

Jonathan Bjorling 1/12 

Christian LaRue 1/13 

Ashley Nappen 1/14 

Craig Kuppler 1/16 

Jane LaRue 1/17 

Arthur Watkins 1/17 

Hillary Beach 1/20 

Elaine Benson 1/20 

E.O. Adams 1/21 

Jim Tabler 1/21 

Cameron Crowe 1/23 

Kristin Partin 1/23 

Henri Therriault 1/23 

Richie Boyd III 1/24 

Reece Braswell 1/26 

Rebecca Douglas 1/30 

Dennis Blackmon 1/31 

Pam Heath 1/31 

With heavy hearts and certain hope in the resurrection, 

Vernie Mae Adams passed into glory and went to be with the 

Lord on October 4th. Mrs. Adams died with faith, surrounded 

by her family. Mrs. Vernie Mae Adams and her previously de-

ceased husband, Everett Odell Adams, were long time mem-

bers at Oakland. At her time of death, she was the oldest living 

member of Oakland Presbyterian Church, beloved for her sto-

ries of bygone times.   



 

 

Flower Chart 2020-2021 Information 
 
The Flower Chart for 2021 is now available but will be main-
tained by the Flower Chairman at home.   
Cathy Mulhern will become the flower chairman beginning on 
January 1, 2021.  You can reach her at 919-901-8886 or email 
at cathymulhern98@gmail.com. 
 
The use of homegrown flowers is encouraged.  You may wish 
to reserve a Sunday during 2021 when your flowers are blooming.  Please call Cathy at that time 
and reserve a Sunday. 
 
 

 

 

 

New Sunday School Study 
begins Sunday, November 
29th! 
Who was in the manger 
that first Christmas morn-
ing? Join us as we consider 
why Christmas matters in 
the first place in the Advent 
study "The Case for Christ-
mas".  In this study, Lee 
Strobel investigates the 

story of Jesus' birth and reveals how we can know it is true. He examines the Bible's claim that Jesus was born of a vir-
gin, some of the "puzzles" we find in the Gospel that don't seem to match up with the historical record, and the great 
mystery of the incarnation--how Jesus could be both fully God and fully human. Lee shows how the evidence points to 
the inescapable conclusion that Jesus was who he said he was: the divine Son of God. 
You can join in the study on November 29 either with our online class that begins at 9:00am or with our in-person 
group that meets at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall.  We have study guides and books for each participant that can be 
picked up at the church office during the week or during church on Sunday, Nov. 22nd.   The Study will run through De-
cember  20th.  

mailto:cathymulhern98@gmail.com


 

 

House of Hope 

could use some 

volunteers to help 

on Mondays and 

Wednesdays from 

9-11 to score 

tests, answer 

questions, and 

tutor the girls. If 

this is something 

that you would 

like to learn more 

about or think you 

might be inter-

ested in, please 

reach out to Anna 

Jongkind at House of Hope. Her email is 

anna@houseofhopeofnc.org and the phone number 

is (919) 550-8181 x204.   

A new Bible Study group for our 4th and 5th 
grades coming in January!! 

Preteens have plenty of questions about their faith. 
Questions about God. About themselves. About where 
they fit in the world. 

Developmentally, our preteens are on the edge physi-
cally, emotionally, socially, and spiritually. They’re de-
ciding what they believe. They have faith questions that 
can’t be answered with simple fill-in-the-blank an-
swers.  

Their questions can’t be ignored because they won’t go away. But if we don’t take time to address their ques-
tions, our kids might start to doubt what they believe or find the answers in unreliable places.  BE BOLD Bible 
study will give our preteens what they need – validation of their faith questions, and a community to connect 
with as they explore those questions together with other kids their age.  Each Be Bold lesson will tackle a dif-
ferent question that reflects what preteens want to know and need to know.  Through Bible exploration and 
core Biblical truths, the BE BOLD lessons will turn questions into action as their uncertainties become clear 
when they experience the impact of faith in action. 

This twice a month Bible study will be like a pre-PYC meeting to help prepare our pre-teens for the next steps 
of their faith journey.  Our first meeting will be on Wednesday, January 13 at 6:30pm in the youth room at 
the back of the church.  We plan to meet twice a month on the second and fourth Wednesday, but there 
might be some additional gatherings and outings planned along the way. If you have any questions, please 
contact Sarah Leonard at sarah@oaklandpresbyterianchurch.org.  All 4th and 5th grade students are invited to 
join us in this study! 

mailto:sarah@oaklandpresbyterianchurch.org


 

 

Session Recap 

A year ago, the Session gathered at the Ruths’ home for our annual Christmas Dinner Meeting. We gathered again for our Janu-
ary Session Retreat around Italian food and yummy desserts. At those meetings we discussed so many “Big Questions” about 
our goals and perceived challenges. In one grand exercise taken from the Vision Team process, we asked three questions: 1.) 
Where are we? 2.) Where do we want to be? 3.) What would it take to get there? We imagined each of your faces and won-
dered about the gravest threats and opportunities in your spiritual lives and how we would spur you further into the joy of the 
Lord.  
Then 2020 happened. We closed our building. We hosted Easter online. For every problem, we invented five solutions and 
ended up using a seventh one. We innovated and renovated by moving online and making hundreds of phone calls.  
Through it all, I’m proud of your Session. The Session has had more meetings in a calendar year than any other group in recent 
memory. The Elders have prioritized goal thinking and then designed solutions that submitted to wise precautions. More than 
anything else, the Elders are supposed to keep their eyes on the church’s compass and their hands on the church’s rudder. In 
2020, when the decks were awash and the maps flew out the window, your Elders have done just that. Was it perfect? Nope. 
Was it faithful? You bet. Is God using it? Yes sir indeedy.  
As we finish out the year, we again are prioritizing goals and considering precautions. Our October 2020 meeting was our short-
est of the year thanks to the great work of our committees. We approved the Case for Christmas curriculum and prepared for 
our Legacy Sunday, during which we would celebrate the 167 years of ministry at Oakland Presbyterian Church by sharing our 
spiritual journey collages.  
If you didn’t already know, the Session meets twice a month for 90 minutes a piece. One meeting is usually a Session Enrich-
ment time, where we pray, study, and discuss the general health and needs of our congregation. At our November 8, 2020 Ses-
sion Enrichment, the Session spent 30 minutes just praying for you all and all facets of our ministry. We then listened to and 
discussed Pastor Andrew’s sermon from November 1, 2020, which raised some concerns in the congregation as too political or 
too partisan. Our conversation allowed us to practice the kinds of conversations we hope to see inside our church and world 
when a sermon offends or confuses us. We asked, “Was it faithful to the Scripture assigned? Did the preacher rightly interpret it 
and apply it to our context? Did the preacher add extra stuff that was not there in order to talk about pet issues? What did the 
preacher say and what did people hear? Did the Bible offend me or did the Preacher give ungodly offense?” Our great prayer is 
that we all will engage in the same kinds of conversations about sermons and that all of us, including Pastor Andrew, will seek 
greater awareness of the interpretive lenses we bring to the Bible.  
Our November meeting was one of our longest as we considered the spiking COVID cases and Governor’s increased restrictions. 
We made the hard decision to establish a 10 person indoor meeting limit for all meetings at Oakland except Sunday School, Sun-
day Worship, and PYC. We also reinforced our mask requirements at all times during worship and will encourage people to exit 
through the front doors. We considered other changes, but ultimately tasked our Worship Committee and Pastor Andrew with 
adapting Sunday Services and our special Advent offerings appropriately.  

We are grateful to call a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 13, 2020 after service to elect officers and pre-
sent the budget we approved for 2021.  

(Continued from front page) 
Yet, during stress my family gets the worst of the leftovers of the effort and creativity I give my job. During the boredom of quarantines, 

it’s so much more appealing to binge watch Netflix and invest my time into Facebook friends than push through the awkwardness of Facetime with 
grandma or boardgames with preteens. When schoolteachers aren’t available to occupy my schoolkids, I’m so tempted to hire YouTUBE strangers to 
babysit them. But in those moments, the prophet cries out in the wilderness, “I’ve come to turn the hearts of parents to their children and children 
to their parents.” The Savior cheers us onward, “I have given you supernatural influence in these people’s lives. Try it. I’ll help.”  

And so, it comes down to Christ in me, me in my family, my family in the church, the church in the world. Christ gives himself for me, I give 
myself for my family. My family gives ourselves for our church, and our church gives itself for the world.  

When life is crazy, keep it simple and remember the basics are the most necessary and the most at risk.  
First and foremost, we learned that things changed, but God never does.  

1.God is good all the time.  
2.Church is not a building, but a people. 
3.We don’t need to be in the building, but it is nice.  
4.The basic beliefs are still the most necessary. 
5.The basic rhythms are still the most necessary. 
6.The basic relationships are still the most necessary. 
7.Disruption often makes the Bible make more sense.  
8.Bible was mostly written to people in trouble needing perseverance. 
9.Change is hard, even when it’s the right thing to do.  
10.There is a world of difference between nostalgia and tradition. 
11.The world needs the church. 
12.Otherwise, thoughtful people lose their minds when it comes to politics.  
13.Inconvenience is a spiritual discipline.  

                                                                                                                                                              Pastor Andrew Ruth 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Legacy Sunday 
If you have served on one of our ministry teams, I am sure you know that 
we start planning for big events and special holiday services months be-
fore the actual holiday. Take Easter for instance. It might surprise you to 
know that the church staff starts thinking about our theme and plans for 
Easter usually around the second or third week of January. That might 
seem pretty early, but since we try to be intentional with our special 
events and try to keep them cohesive, we have to start planning early 
since Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, which depending on the calendar is 
the 3rd or 4th Wednesday of February. 
Well, the start of 2020 was no different.  We started off the year planning 
out Lent and getting ideas together for our group Easter art project. Then 
everything changed, and we started the process of learning to pivot our 
plans in a short amount of time. We didn’t want to give up on doing an 
Easter art project because Easter was still going to happen even if we 
were not able to be together in the same room to celebrate. So we came 
up with the idea to make picture collages that could be done individually 
and would make us all think about the who, what, when, where, and how 
of our faith journeys, reminding us that even though we were apart there 
are so many connections we all have to the body of Christ. Another big 
plus to this art project was that it could be used as a gathering celebration 
once we were able to gather again and it could be expanded as new mem-
bers join the church. 
Fast forward to today. Legacy Sunday was not exactly the day or maybe 
the way we expected to get to celebrate our faith journeys, but when do 
things ever actually go as we expect them to? In God’s perfect timing, we 
got to use our Easter art project to celebrate the legacy of our faith to-
gether for our first Legacy Sunday celebration.  In the Resurrection, Jesus 
destroyed all the barriers that separate humanity from God and from each other. Because of Easter, we are reconciled to God and to one another 
which creates a long line of legacy. 
Second Corinthians 5:18-20 shows us where our legacy comes from. It says “Everything is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ 
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: That is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 
and He has committed the message of reconciliation to us. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, certain that God is appealing through us. We 
plead on Christ’s behalf, “Be reconciled to God.”  This passage tells us that we are reconciled, or that our relationship with God is restored, because 
of Easter. And because of that reconciliation, we are given the mission to share this message with the world. You and I are here because someone 
somewhere was reconnected to God through faith.  They then shared their faith with another person to reconnect that person to God, and that 
person shared their faith, and then the faith was shared again, until one of those people shared their faith with you and me.  Now we keep this 
legacy alive as we make one more connection with our family and neighbors.  Our collages celebrate our links to this chain of faith. 
Maybe another way to think about it is in Ephesians 2 verses 18, 19, 22. “For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father. So then 
you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with the saints, and members of God’s household. (22) You are also being built to-
gether for God’s dwelling in the Spirit.” Because of Jesus’ resurrection, we have access to the Holy Spirit and God, who now welcomes us as mem-
bers of His family.  Think about it this way - when you walk into someone’s house, whose pictures do you see on the walls? I would be willing to bet 
most of the pictures are of family members or friends you consider family!  So what better way to show that we are children of God then to hang 
pictures on our church wall that show the journeys that brought us to Christ. And just as we are built together for God’s dwelling in the Spirit, our 
big collage will be built from individual pictures that come together as one body, the body of Christ. 
 
Through the legacy of sharing our faith, we are all part of God’s family just as all the smaller pictures of our collage are now a part of the larger col-
lage. Living in the body of Christ, Paul gives us this charge in Ephesians 4:1-6. “Therefore I, the prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk worthy of the 
calling you have received, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, accepting one another in love, diligently keeping the unity of the Spirit 
with the peace that binds us. There is one body and one Spirit – just as you were called to one hope at your calling – one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.”  None of our collages will be the same because we all have different 
backgrounds and came to be a part of the body of Christ in different ways, but we are all called to accept one another in love, keeping the unity of 
the Spirit with the peace that binds us. 
From Ephesians, we see that we are bound together as one body through one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all.  
You will notice that our collage some open blanks between the pictures. Those open spaces were left on purpose to represent how we are bound 
together through the Spirit, Jesus, and God.  The way the Holy Trinity works in and through us many times is unseen, but this unseen force is a very 
powerful connection that we all have with each other as the body of Christ. And because of that connection to the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, we all have been a part of a legacy that has led us to where we are today.  Our faith journeys are not finished.  From here, they are just start-
ing as we take on the mission to share the faith with those who will come after us.           

                                                                                                                                                                                Sarah Leonard 



 

 

Blessings 
January1,2020 started out just like every year for me. I don't make resolutions, but I do look 

forward to our family gathering with the traditional black eye peas and greens. Little did I know 

that life as I knew it was fixing to change. I had been hearing about a virus in China that was 

making a lot of people sick and some were even dying. I though it will never make it to the U.S.-

I was wrong! Once it did arrive, I said it will be a short lived thing here. We are too advanced in 

medicine for it to affect us- I was wrong! Eight months later it is still here and going strong! In 

the early days of the outbreak, I remember frantically searching for toilet paper and paper tow-

els. What in the world was going on and how was it possible that this was actually happening. 

My thoughts however were soon turned to something more important than the lack of these 

items. I have been working with the West Johnston Food Pantry for four years and I see what a 

great service they are doing. They had to shut down at the beginning of the pandemic. This is 

when I realized that people had a more pressing problem than the lack of toilet paper. They had 

to wonder how they were going to feed their family. Thankfully, the food pantry was only 

closed for two weeks. It was during this time that I started working with the Blessing Box at Polenta School. It was heartbreak-

ing to see how quickly that little box would empty out. In working with the food pantry and blessing box, my life has been so 

blessed. I have found true joy in serving and believe it or not in buying groceries! I have been humbled greatly and have so 

much more gratitude for my blessings in life. I truly find great pleasure in making a difference in someone's life. As the holi-

days approach, I pray that we all would be grateful for each day we are given. Go out and make a difference in the lives of 

others, when given the opportunity. Treat each day for what it is, a gift!   

           Becky Stancil 

Are you ready to take control of your money? Financial Peace Univer-

sity (FPU) is a nine-lesson course designed to help you build a budget, 

dump debt, grow your wealth, and leave money stress behind! Each 

lesson, taught by Dave Ramsey and his team of financial experts, is 

based on biblical wisdom and common sense. In your FPU group, you’ll 

be motivated and encouraged by others just like you! When you sign 

up for FPU, you’ll get your member workbook and one free year of Fi-

nancial Peace Membership, with access to exclusive online tools to 

help you on your journey.  
 

When Oakland offered FPU 5 years ago, the class made a huge financial 

impact on many church and community members. Mark and Danielle 

Hamer attended the first class and had this to say about their experi-

ence: 

“We decided to take the FPU course because we thought we could do 

better financially.  We wanted to be better stewards of our money. What we did not realize was the depth of the lessons that were 

taught. We saw that the steps in FPU were easy to follow by watching the video lessons and the small group sessions.  The small groups 

were definitely a source of encouragement & support for us during this journey. There was not a sense of judgment within our small 

groups. It was just people helping each other no matter what their circumstance. At the end of the FPU course, we felt more like a family 

than just a group of people trying to improve their financial wellbeing.   Everyone was encouraging & supportive. I wish that we had this 

opportunity to do this when we were younger.  This class is for everyone; especially those who are newly married or even those consider-

ing marriage. “  
 

Financial Peace University is returning to Oakland starting on January 14th.  We have pre-purchased 17 FPU memberships at the dis-

counted price of $82.50 per family.  Register soon if you would like to take advantage of this discounted price. Please contact Sarah if you 

want to register. Take control of your money with Financial Peace University!   



 

 

 

 

PYC 
All things considered, the PYC has had a pretty busy fall. We have spent our time together working 
through our study “Feed the Dog” and so far we have discussed the importance of Worship, Scripture, 
Prayer, and Solitude in our daily lives. The study guides we are using also include daily devotions during 
the week that encourage the youth to practice the spiritual discipline of that week. Some weeks have 
been harder than other, but overall the youth have been doing a great job keeping up with the 
devotions and putting the spiritual disciplines into action. 
The youth has also had a couple of opportunities to get together outside of our study time to hang out 
and have some fun! In October the youth did a fantastic job hosting Oakland’s kids at the Fall Fun Fest. 
They came up with very creative and kid friendly games that everyone (yes, even some of our adults!) 
enjoyed. It was a great evening of fellowship and fun hanging out in the parking lot playing games, 
giving out candy, and painting pumpkins. Then in November, we took an outing to Dollar Tree, which is 
exciting all by itself, but we had a bigger mission in mind. The youth purchased items for shoeboxes that 
were brought back to the church for a shoe box packing party. I don’t know how some of them did it, 
but all the youth were able to fit ALL the items they bought in their boxes. We pray that these boxes 
will 
put a smile on the faces of the boys and girls around the world who receive them. 
Plans for January are a little up in the air, but for now we are planning to resume PYC meetings and our 
“Feed the Dog” study on Sunday, January 3 at 4:30pm. We will continue meeting every other week and 
will let you know if anything should change. I hope everyone has a great Christmas break!!! 
 



 

 

 

 

This year, Polenta Elementary has put their Angel tree all 

online. Due to Covid, the need is very great this year as many 

people have been greatly affected and could really use the 

help.  The link to the amazon wish list is  https://

www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/345E8ZG3RWY28?

ref_=wl_share   

You can pick out and purchase from this link and it will be 

delivered to the family.  

Please place all orders by December 11th.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Leslie Myers.  

Oakland will resume normal communion schedule and will 

celebrate the Lord’s Supper on the first Sunday of every 

month.  

Regathering Phase 2.3 – Current COVID Precautions in Place 
 
Sunday Worship available in person and online. In person participants must wear masks at all times 
and main 6’ between households. In person participants should exit directly outside through the 
front doors unless retrieving children or using the restrooms. Congregational singing is limited to no 
more than 2 songs. Bulletins are pre-distributed and no offering plates are passed. Overflow seating 
is available in the Fellowship Hall.  
Children’s Church is only available for children 2 y/o – 1st grade.  
Sunday School is available in person in the Fellowship Hall or online. In person participants must wear 

masks at all times and main 6’ between households. Tables are sanitized before Sunday School begins and no coffee is served. A single chil-
dren’s Sunday School class is hosted by Cheryl Jordain during this time.  
PYC meets every other Sunday night wearing masks and playing social distanced games.  
There are no meetings in the Fellowship Hall after it is professionally cleaned on Thursday Morning.  
All other meetings at Oakland, including church meetings and outside organizations, are limited to 10 people indoors. All participants must 
wear masks and maintain social distancing.  

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/345E8ZG3RWY28?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/345E8ZG3RWY28?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/345E8ZG3RWY28?ref_=wl_share


 

 

The Blood Connection will be at Oakland on December 28th from 4-8pm. 

Please be on the lookout for more information on how to sign up.  

The American Red 

Cross will be at Oak-

land on January 19th 

in the Fellowship Hall 

from 1:30-6:30. 

Please check the bul-

letin and the weekly 

emails for more infor-

mation.  

Jude-Contending for the Faith in Today’s Culture 
 
In the first few verses of Jude’s letter, Jude would have preferred to have spoken to his Christian recipients about their salvation. 
However, the context of Jude’s letter was about the ungodly: 1. Fake teachers, 2. False teachings. 3. Gods Judgment. This was un-
dermining and perverting Gods grace and denying Christ. Jude told them to ‘contend for the faith’, meaning to stand up for they 
believed in. 
 
Jude gave a very explicit description of these ungodly people. Examples are from the old scrip-
tures Sodom and Gomorrah and false prophets, emphasizing God’s condemnation on them. 
 
When receiving Jude’s letter, I would imagine his recipients were in fear of God. Jude advised 
his recipients to persevere and be aware of the ungodly. Jude gave his recipients home that by 
contending the faith, they would have salvation and eternal life. In closing his letter, Jude 
praised and glorified God. God will keep us from going astray, God can do for you what we can-
not do for ourselves thus keeping his Christian friends from falling into sin. 
 
Beginning the Jude study, I personally thought it would be an easy study, especially with only 
pages of scripture. However, on glancing through the study book, I quickly changed my mind. 
Being relatively new to Bible Studies, I found this study of Jude very in-depth and a tremendous 
learning experience. Throughout the study, scripture references were given. This encouraged 
me to go deeper in the Word. I did not give false teachers much thought however, the study 
made me aware, in today’s culture that many false teachers do exist in our Churches. They are a 
danger to Gods people’s faith and commitment, because they are immoral and wicked. They 
pervert the grace of God and deny our Saviour. I was not sure what it meant to fear God. Jude, 
in his letter, warned his Holy people of God’s judgment on them if they allowed themselves to 
be led astray in their beliefs. I am sure they feared God by knowing they would fall from God’s 
grace and be alienated from Christ. To contend for the faith,  1. Listen to what people are saying. 2. Stay Alert 3. Stand your ground 
about the truth 4. Be kind and patient with those in doubt. 
 
In closing: I remain in God’s love, strengthen my faith through scripture and I pray in the Holy Spirit. 
 
The videos were a great addition to the Study, especially amplifying the relevant and powerful truths that Jude expressed in his 
letter. Jackie Hill Perry, the writer, is a captivating and powerful speaker. 
 
Blessings, 
Alison Sivers 
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