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I believe Jesus is behind every story. Every great story is great because it echoes the One Great Story. The Gospel of
Jesus is truer than true and more beautiful than beauty. All goodness, truth, and beauty point to the beautiful, true, and good
One.
Most Friday during COVID, Claire, Jack, and I make a fire in our fire pit, a Earl Corbett-custom. Then we put a TV on a
wooden bench and watch a movie around the fire. It’s not high class, but its magical. We take turns picking movies based on
the season or important dates. On Juneteenth, MLK Weekend, and after the murder of George Floyd, we introduced Jack to
our country’s racist past by watching movies like Remember the Titans, Glory Road, and My Friend Martin. On Labor Day, we
watched Newsies. At Christmas, we watched The Star and The Grinch. Claire and I love to show Jack our childhood favorites like
Mary Poppins, Old Yeller, and The Love Bug.
Last week, we watched Onward, a Disney-Pixar movie that debuted right when COVID shut down all the movie theaters
in the land. Onward blew me away with a story about emotional longing, ethical criminality, unrecognized blessings, and a society that has traded magic for technology. We’ll save the personal longing and family dynamics for another article, because I
was blown away first by the social commentary at the start of the movie.
The movie begins with images of wild Pegasus herds running free, mermaids frolicking in a lagoon, and pixies sprinkling
laughter, while the narrator recounts, “Long ago, the world was full of wonder! It was adventurous. Exciting. And best of all,
there was magic! And that magic, helped all in need.” We see a string of scenes in which, magicians perform a few epic feats to
defeat evil and thousands lots of small tasks to alleviate practical needs like lighting cook fires and providing light inside homes.
Then as the narrator continues, “But, [the magic] wasn't easy to master,” we watch a magician apprentice attempt a simple
task of creating a torch, fail and electrocute himself. The narrator continues, “And so the world found a simpler way to get by…”
and we see a long string of scenes in which magic lamps are replaced by electric lightbulbs and conjured cook fires replaced by
gas ranges and remote-controlled gas logs. Then the degeneration escalates quickly as we see a female centaur playing a video
game called Prance Prance Revolution, a mermaid talking on a smart phone while lounging in a kiddie pool behind a cookiecutter row house, an airplane full of winged creatures, a highway of cars filled with once fleet footed creatures, and finally unicorns eating garbage out of overturned trash cans like modern raccoons. And the narrator sighs, “Over time…magic faded
away.”
Wow.
It was shocking to see the glorious mythical creatures like unicorns, Pegasi, griffins, and minotaurs reduced to trash
eating, technology junkies who’ve learned to wear pants, live in suburbs, and Facebook, but who’ve forgotten how to soar or
gallop or frolic. My heart broke for them.
But not just for them, more for us. In this myth like all myths, we see ourselves as in a mirror. The world God created
and longs for is thick with Spirit and spiritual power and spiritual possibility. Trees dance, mountains shuffle, and rocks cry out
in praise. Human beings are full of the same Spirit and Power that raised Jesus from the dead – they hear the voice of God and
angels. This Spirit at work in them empowers them to address every practical need in the world from food, clothing, and shelter
in seemingly mundane acts. Further the Spirit miraculously uses them to heal illnesses, cure conditions, and do justice. Still
more, full of the light of Heaven, this army of saints defeats epic powers of darkness in demonic possession, demonic lies, and
demonic oppression.
But this life in the flow of God’s Spirit is not easy to master. It takes years of apprenticeship to Jesus via Jesus’ apprentices. It takes countless hours of disciplined practicing faith – disciplines like honesty, hospitality, intercessory prayer, listening
prayer, meditation, fasting, simplicity, silence, community, confession, amends-making, celebration, feasting, generosity, and
singing. It takes repeated failure and perseverance; courage and discomfort; joy and grit.
But people wanted light-switch spirituality, cruise control Christianity, 5-minute meditations, and social media post piety. And so, the world thick with Spirit was inebriated by technology. Spiritual maturity was replaced by technical expertise.

(Continued on page 8)

CIRCLE NEWS
Ladies,
By the time you read this we will be finishing January
and into the first part of February. There are changes
going on around us daily but there is one thing we can
always count on and that is our faithful God and our
church.
I can add to that assurance that some things can be
counted on. One of them is the Presbytery of New
Hope – Synod of the Mid-Atlantic and their scholarships
they give away each year. Do you know someone that
would like to apply for the College scholarship, or the
Youth Campership one? Contact them and encourage
them to get an application and try. I have copies of the
applications that that I can get to you. The deadline for
applying for either is March 1, 2021.
Also, if you interested in doing a Bible Study with PW
on Lamenting, please contact me via my email
(lindapingel@twc.com) or my home phone (919-8037356).
Linda Pingel

The application process for The Baber Scholarship will be
open starting on February 14th. The applications will be accepted until May 1st. Please let the office know if you have
any questions.

February Anniversaries
Nathan & Priscilla Willis 2/10
Celebrating 412years
Carl & Shelia Adams
2/22
Celebrating 52 years
Scott & Ginny Price
2/25
Celebrating 26 years

March Anniversaries
Carson & Donna Kelly
3/10
Celebrating 49 years
Jeff & Lori Swick
3/10
Celebrating 31 years
Mike & Becky Stancil
3/25
Celebrating 49 years

PRAYER REQUESTS
Oaklands Vision Team
Maylon Baker
Ken McGee
The Family of Jerry Myers
Jane Lee
Kroll Family
Ann Lee
Holly New
AJ Henley
Teresa Henley
Jane New
The Family of Fred Sawyer
Cindy Sawyer
Stephanie
Heidi Ryan
Nicole Spine
Meadowview Residents
Jessica Williams
Brian Wolnewitz
Bill Yelvington
Pat Yelvington

Giving:
October - $18,629
November - $24,439
December - $25,304
Total giving for 2020 - $262,819.40
Expenses:
2020 Yearly Expenses - $244,213.49
Building Fund: - $51,513
Greetings.
Well, 2020 has come and gone. So many negative things can be said
for 2020. I refuse to give those “negatives” space in this write-up
because Oakland is a place for God’s positives! Someone once told
me that “If you want to see where a person’s priorities lie, look no
further than their calendar and check book.” Well, calendars were
very difference last year, but Oakland’s family continued to show
where their heart lies by continuing to give to God through Oakland.
In the middle of a pandemic, Oakland increased its savings by
$28,123.55. Yes, increased its savings. While many churches are
struggling financially, Oakland continues to increase the capital available to further His kingdom. Thank you all for continuing to support
God’s ministry through Oakland. He obviously has big plans for His
people through Oakland, and all of you are making it possible.
Thanks be to God.
Respectfully,
Ed Williford, Finance Committee Chair

Kimberly Baker
Cheryl Jordain
Carson Kelly
John Mac Broadwell
Jamie Williford
Paul Nappen
Biff Partin
Rebecca Bradford
Jim Arends
Sarah Leonard
Joy Williams
Katie Dulmaine
Kristen LaRue
Kasey Pleasants
Allene Johnson
Rudolph Wells

2/4
2/6
2/9
2/10
2/12
2/13
2/14
2/15
2/17
2/19
2/21
2/22
2/23
2/23
2/26
2/26

Please keep the following family and friends in your
prayers. If you have a prayer request to add to the list,
please email your request to
prayer@oaklandpresbyterianchurch.org.
Our condolences go out to Earl
Corbett and his family on the
passing of his grandmother. Our
condolences also go out to Chad
Myers and his family on the passing of his Dad.
The Oakland family is deeply
saddened by your loss. You and
your families are in our thoughts
and prayers.

Sharon Moore
T.J. Beach
Sharon Arends
Josmar Ceballos
Ava Barefoot
Steve LaRue
Jim Abbott
Ann Grundstrom
Danielle Hamer
Carl Adams
Josey Jarman
Addyson Heater
Kate Swift
Fannie Lou Woods
Margaret Boyd
Elaine Lee

3/1
3/2
3/3
3/5
3/7
3/7
3/8
3/8
3/12
3/15
3/17
3/20
3/21
3/21
3/22
3/22

Sheridan Lee
Scott Price
David Miller
Macy Baker
Layla Corbett
Eley Watkins
Rudy Baker
Lanny Thomas
Jennifer Taylor
Elgie Wells
Joe Winslow
David Gooding, Jr.
Denton Lee
Angie Partin

3/22
3/22
3/24
3/25
3/25
3/25
3/26
3/27
3/28
3/28
3/30
3/31
3/31
3/31

Johnston County Lunch Program: Johnston County public schools has a program
whereby lunches can be picked up at any of the middle schools or high schools
between 11:30 and 12:45 p.m. each day for any Johnston country public school
student. The congregational care committee thought it would be good to see
if any families in the church would like their child/student to participate in this
program. If so, volunteers from the church would be recruited to pick up the
lunch from the school and deliver it to your home. We’d like to start this program in early February…..so here’s what we would like you to do:
If you are a parent: Please use the signup sheet in the Fellowship hall or call the church office to indicate your
interest. How many lunches and which days of the week. Sign-ups will be solicited for the next 2
weeks. This is NOT a needs based program, but simply a service of the public school system to look out for
your child during this time of Covid. It’s also a chance for your child to meet someone new from the
church……and maybe make a new friend!
If you are a delivery volunteer: Please use the signup sheet in the Fellowship hall or call the church office to
indicate your interest. Which day(s) of the week you are available, and how many different stops you
would be willing to make. Again, signups will be solicited for the next 2 weeks. This might be a great
opportunity to make friends with one of our future Oakland leaders!

Mission & Outreach invites you to
donate to Cleveland Area Backpack Buddies!
During the entire month of February,
we will partner with the Cleveland
Area Backpack Buddies to supply
food to many local families! We will
kick off our food drive on the best
canned food day of the year...the
Souper Bowl! While we weren't able to host our annual
Souper Bowl fundraiser, what a great alternative to provide
canned soup or other non-perishable items to help Backpack
Buddies.
The group specifically requests items listed below that are
needed to fill their Spring Break bag menu. You can donate
items by dropping them off in the Fellowship Hall, to the
church office, or ship through the Amazon Wishlist link:
https://tinyurl.com/y2ydrxn2
Needed items:
Soup (can)
Stew (can)
Cereal (normal sized box)
Granola bars (normal 8 count box)
Spaghetti sauce (canned preferred)
Vegetables (canned preferred)
Saltines (box of crackers)
Pasta (box)
Oatmeal or grits (instant box, individual packs)
Pop tarts (box)
Peanut butter (jar)
Rice (bag)
Mashed potatoes (box of instant)
Ramen noodles (pack or cups)
Macaroni & cheese (box)
Applesauce (cups or pouches)

One Church Many Homes: During the Covid pandemic, we’ve
learned firsthand that the church extends well beyond the
walls of 8927 Cleveland Road. I’m sure most of us have
joined a virtual church service on Sunday mornings, or a
google meets or zoom virtual committee meeting. And
we’ve done so from the comfort of our home office, kitchen
table or spare bedroom. Each of our homes are the church
too!
To acknowledge and celebrate that reality, the congregational care team has created lawn signs with the theme
“One Church, Many Homes”. We will place these signs in
the front yard of four of our members homes. We’d like
to have a picture of that event to put on the Oakland Presbyterian Church Facebook site. Then, after about a week,
that family will be provided the name of the next family in
the rotation. We’d like the first family to deliver the sign
to the next family, and once again take a picture of the sign
going into the new front yard. Of course, appropriate
social distancing and Covid precautions should be followed. And, if you are not able to transport the sign to
the next family, we will be happy to make other arrangements for that to happen. If for any reason you are not
able to have that sign in your front yard, there is NO PRESSURE to do so. We’ll just go to the next family on the list.
Our hope is that the sign will be a reminder to each of us
that we are the church at all times and in all places…..and
who knows, it might
provide you an opportunity to talk
with your neighbors
and friends about
why Oakland is just
a wonderful place
to meet God and
grow in our
faith.

Christian Education Update
The Christian Ed team met in January to begin planning for ways to enrich the families of Oakland in 2021. First on the
agenda was the next church wide Sunday school lesson, once the current lesson, “Help My Unbelief”, which started on
January 10th , comes to an end. The team decided to focus the next lesson on fruits of the spirit or spiritual disciplines
to complement Pastor Andrew’s focus for lent. The children’s lessons are going well and they are engaged with memorizing scripture each week.
PYC planning began with lesson plans. The current lesson “Feed the Dog” has just a few lesson’s left. The team is reviewing a 6 week lesson focused on a Jesus centered life. With Super bowl Sunday coming up quickly, the team discussed how Souper Bowl Sunday could be safely planned for 2021, considering Covid 19 restrictions. A canned soup
drive for the West Johnston Food Pantry was discussed as an alternate activity. As the Soup Bowl Sunday lunch was
traditionally a fundraiser for the camper scholarship fund, the team decided to discuss other fundraising options in the
near future. Getting the youth involved in local volunteer opportunities was an exciting discussion. Sarah will look further into an organization that was suggested by a member of the CE team to see if it would be a good fit for our PYC.
The preteen study for 4th – 6th graders is also scheduled to start in January. The CE team is excited about this new opportunity for our pre-teens, as a way of preparing them for youth group. Looking back and looking forward, our team
reviewed the things that went well, or not, in 2020 and what exciting ideas do we have for 2021. Caroling and goodie
bags were counted as a success and something to continue in 2021. Future planning included a discussion on Easter
activities and VBS. Planning for these events will continue in the coming months.
Coleen Athey, CE Committee

Why “Be Bold”?
I am so excited to start a new Bible study with our 4 -5th graders called “Be Bold”! It has been on my mind for long time
that our pre-teens were in need of a group or time designed for them where they could connect with their peers and Jesus
in an environment a little different than Sunday school or VBS. Nine to twelve years old is such a transitional age, that I
think sometimes our kids in that range feel overlooked and left out. They feel too old for the childish ways of VBS, but they
aren’t quite ready to jump into the youth yet (even though they might think they are). So, when I came across “Be Bold,” it
seemed like an answer to my prayer to provide a unique group for our pre-teens.
Our pre-teens are under so much pressure from their friends and classmates to fit in, that they start to question everything
about themselves: physically, emotionally, socially, and even spiritually. In a book I have been reading recently called “The
Beautiful Chaos of Parenting Teens”, the author Leneita Fix had this to say, which I think sums up my motives for this new
group pretty well.
At some point, I had to admit that saying, “You should believe God made you amazing” didn’t fix it (my child’s
thoughts and feelings about themselves). Acknowledge your children’s feelings, yes, but make sure to let them
know these feelings may not reflect reality. As we help them surround themselves with voices of truth, we also
have to tell them to keep going before God to obtain His perspective about who they are. We have to teach
them how loudly the voice of insecurity screams and that sometimes, others who buy into those lies will say
things that hurt (or cause them to doubt what we believe).
Our kids are going to question what they think about themselves and what they believe as they go through these pre-teen
years and even beyond. Our job as parents and church leaders is to provide our kids with a place and people they can surround themselves with who will help them weed through their questions and encourage them with voices of truth among
so many other voices calling them to take a different path. Each “Be Bold” lesson is centered around a doubt or question
that many kids (and let’s face it, many of us adults) have. My prayer for this group is that will become a safe place for our
kids, so that they will learn to run towards God when they are unsure of things rather then hold in the questions or believe
the lies of the world.
Sarah Leonard, Children & Youth Ministries Director
th
th
“Be Bold” is for our 4 -5 graders and meets in the youth center on the second and fourth Wednesdays of the month at
6:30pm. If you have any questions or would like more information, please reach out to
sarah@oaklandpresbyterianchurch.org
th

I grew up between Harnett and Cumberland counties as a “Son of a Preacher Man”. Because my father is a
Baptist minister, my family was in church no less than three times a week. I took part in youth activities,
mission trips, and Bible Drill, where I first met the girl who would eventually become my wife. After high
school, I chose to continue my education at Campbell, a Baptist university, and continued attending my home
church; my dad’s church. Upon graduation, I moved to Winston-Salem for work. For the first time, I had to
find a church of my own. I attended several, but never found one that felt like home. After getting married,
having children, and moving to the Cleveland area, I landed at a birthday
party at Oakland where I met a long-haired, superman onesie-wearing
man who told me about his time in Africa. Growing up, mission trips always seemed to be about teaching other people. It was refreshing to hear
how his time in Africa instead taught him how to be a pastor and share
the love of Christ. Shortly after, my family and I started regularly attending
Oakland. Knowing a few people in the congregation and having professional childcare made us feel more comfortable. I am thankful that we
have found a home church. At Oakland, we feel like we are a part of
something bigger than ourselves and I look forward to serving our church
family
Chris Parsons
As a young child, we moved around a bit until my dad got out of the Navy and my parents finally
decided to settle in a small town in central Massachusetts. Growing up, religion in my family was
fairly casual and the church we attended, while traditional at heart, was also fairly relaxed. We
sang traditional hymns in an old New England sanctuary with worn pews and beautiful stained
glass windows, but also had a very active youth group with lots of fun kids' activities and a "teen
center", a pastor who rode a motorcycle and wore jeans instead of suits, and youth minister who
would occasionally bring his guitar and sing something slightly more contemporary- but not too
much! The doors were literally always open and it always felt like "home". That's not to say that I
never had any spiritual trials or tribulations. By the end of my teens, I had lost all of my grandparents, and we had had several instances of illness and some traumatic events in my family. While I
never doubted God's presence in my life, it's fair to say that I felt disconnected from him for a
while- like He was still there, but maybe I wasn't a big priority for Him. So I guess for a while,
maybe He wasn't such a big priority for me either. But, as often happens with the birth of children,
you realize how much is out of your control and how much you need God not just in your children's lives, but in your
own as well. As I gradually began to give up more control to God, I started to realize that the best decisions that I
made, the ones that ultimately left me feeling the happiest and most fulfilled, were the ones I made when I completely
quieted my own heart and mind and followed where God was leading me instead of where I was trying to lead myself.
It's how we came to Johnston County, how I came to be a teacher, and how we came to Oakland. This in turn has encouraged me even more to turn to God for guidance and to try to follow where He is leading me. When we first walked
through the door at Oakland on Christmas Eve over a decade ago, after moving here and searching for a church for so
many years, it was the closest I felt to my childhood church. It was comfortable and familiar and it made me feel calm
and peaceful- like coming home. I have been so happy to watch how my children have grown at Oakland and how our
church has helped formed their relationship with God. I am looking forward to discovering the ways God leads me to
serve our church and our community
Katie Dulmain

I was raised on a farm, just outside of a small town, in Washington State. I was
not raised in a Christian home and there was no discussion of God that I can remember. When I was fourteen, I went to a small Baptist church that several of my
school friends attended. It was there that I first met Jesus and was baptized with
my mother’s blessing and my father’s opposition. When my children were young, I
wanted to find a church that we could attend as a family. As it turned out, it was
myself and my children that became involved as my husband had no interest. I
thought I had a sound church family that really cared about me. However, I felt
betrayed by that very church family when I was in the midst of a tumultuous marriage and really needed their support. I stopped going to church and weeks went
by not hearing from any of my church family, including the pastor, and I became
very disillusioned. I did not attend another church for twenty years but maintained
my faith; although, my walk with Jesus was getting harder and harder. Upon remarrying and moving to North Carolina, I found Oakland and experienced true
Christian love and fellowship. I slowly became involved in church activities; although, my relationship with Christ was still lacking. It wasn’t until Pastor Andrew came to Oakland, that I really
came to know Jesus. Listening to Andrew’s sermons and discovering Pilgrimage, I began to really know and understand Jesus for the first time in my life. I had known about Jesus all those prior years but did not “know” Him
in my heart and life. I thank God every day for not giving up on me!
Sandra Bjorling
I was born and raised in Buffalo, New York, the second of three boys and a girl. I
grew up Catholic: attended Catholic Schools through college, was an altar boy, my
Dad taught at my High School, as did my uncle who was a Franciscan Friar. We attended church as a family every week, unless Dad’s three-job work schedule prevented him from accompanying us. My Mom who had lost her hearing in her twenties and was totally deaf, was there with us every Sunday.
Lori and I married after college, and with similar church backgrounds, we started our
family and raised our two daughters in the faith tradition in which we were
raised…..That is, until we were in our forties, when we (Lori initially) were stirred
with a growing unrest and emptiness about our spiritual path. Just about that time, we “happened” to be engaged in
some discussions about our faith with some new Christian friends, who questioned us about our personal relationship
with Jesus. We struggled to respond, and realized we weren’t sure that we actually had one. Fortunately, through
prayer and guidance, we were led to seek and establish that personal relationship with Jesus, and to discover Him
more fully, in and through Scripture.
We moved to the Cleveland Community in 2013 shortly after I had retired from my position as a School Psychologist,
and began attending a church in Raleigh. We soon, however, felt a strong pull to find a church within our own community, a solidly biblical and energetically preached church, one in which we could take an active part, and join in ministering to our larger community. Our search started, and some months later, after encouragement and invitation by
some friends ( the Abbotts and Bjorlings), Lori’s “by chance” meeting Claire Ruth, and Pastor Andrew’s ultimate patience with our endless barrage of questions about Oakland, we decided to visit. What we found at Oakland that first
Sunday we visited, and all of the days that followed, was God’s Wonderful Blessing to us of an incredibly welcoming
and Spirit-filled congregation to now call Home…
Pat Ellis

December / January Session Recap
Welcome to 2021 and welcome Kate Dulmaine, Pat Ellis, Chris Parsons, and Sandra Bjorling to the Oakland Session.
We’re excited to see what God will do in and through you over the next three years. For more information about
each of these leaders check out the Bios included in this ACORN. Despite cancelling our December Session Meeting
due to COVID scheduling challenges, the Session is working hard to keep everything rolling. We continue to monitor
COVID trends in Johnston County, medical advise, and local laws to determine the appropriate COVID precautions
for Oakland. With cases rising sharply in November, we decided to limit all indoor meetings except Sunday Church
Programs to 10 masked persons. This requires many of our committees and our community organizations to
meet online. We miss being together, but as we receive more and more news about vaccinations, we maintain our
patience while eagerly awaiting a precaution less life. In January, we followed our COVID policy by closing the building for 2 weeks upon notification of a positive COVID diagnosis in the congregation. In doing so for the first time, we
learned several things. First, we need everyone’s help spreading the word in events like this – congregation-wide
communication is just the first snowball to start an avalanche of person-to-person communication. Second, we need
to communicate more clearly with our building renters. As we resumed our regular meetings in January, the Session
began 2021 with an extended of prayer. While business actions are vital, no business is more important than prayer.
If we can conduct the business of the church without prayer, it may be good business, but it is not God’s business.
The church runs on prayer or she doesn’t run. For 45 minutes we prayed for you all, for our ministries, for our community, for our Vision Team, for church unity, for spiritual hunger among our members and friends, for healing and
deliverance, for our Youth and children, for educators and healthcare, for political leaders, and much more. It was a
beautiful time together and the first of many, I hope. At our January 24, 2021 Session Business Meeting, we first
tackled all the little things that happen at the beginning of the year. We assigned new elders to committees – Chris
Doerner will move back to Property; Chris Parsons will join Finance and the Barber Scholarship Teams; Katie Dulmaine and Sandra Bjorling will lead Mission and Outreach; and Pat Ellis will serve on the Mission and Personnel
Teams. We appointed Helen Thomas as clerk, Sandra Bjorling as Vice-Clerk, and elected Edward Leonard Treasurer
for 2021. We will meet continue meeting twice a month – once for Session Enrichment, which is a time of prayer,
study, and discernment; and once for Session Business, during which we will take action stems. We will
continue to serve the Lord’s Supper on the first Sunday of every month and on special Holy Days.
We spent most of our time on January 24, 2021 hearing a major report from the Vision Team, who has completed
their committee work and is now helping the Session understand their work and recommendations. Their report is
substantial and will take time for us to fully digest before we are prepared to articulate it in helpful, thick ways to
you all. Still, their articulation of who Oakland is and what God is calling Oakland to do over the next few years is
very promising for us as a congregation and individual disciples of Jesus. As always, we covet your prayers as we
shepherd Oakland as we work the spiritual compass and rudder on this great journey called Church. May God do
more than we can ask or imagine through Oakland Presbyterian Church.
Pastor Andrew

(Continued from front page)
In C. S. Lewis’ Prince Caspian, Lucy encounters a once noble creature so reduced, and she asks, “Wouldn't it be
dreadful if some day in our own world, at home, men start going wild inside, like the animals here, and still look
like men, so that you'd never know which were which.”
Horrifying isn’t it. Have we become unicorns scavenging in trash cans?
Maybe we have, but God has not. Onward does not end in despair, because the Gospel does not end
with condemnation but redemption. In Jesus, we see a life magically alive with the Spirit, and Jesus uses his Spirit
-filled life, death, and resurrection to not only forgive our self-degradation but also to completely renovate us
into homes of the Spirit at home in a Spirit-filled material world. And so once again, we’re invited to embrace the
magic, even if it’s hard to master. If we do, we’ll relearn how to soar, to gallop, and to frolic, and how to be of
help to all people while doing it.
Andrew Ruth

The Oakland Mission Trip team will be hosting a BBQ &
Bids to raise funds for the Youth Mission Trips on
Saturday, March 27th.

On Sunday February 7th we will have a modified Scout
Sunday. We hope you can join us in person or online as
the Scouts help lead the worship service.

We are currently collecting items for the auction. If
you have an item you would like to donate, please
contact Sarah in the church office at
sarah@oaklandpresbyterianchurch.org.

Even though we have only been meeting every other week, the PYC has been keeping busy! Our study “Feed the Dog” has challenged us this year to be better about
practicing our spiritual disciplines as we grow closer to God. So far, we have taken
closer looks at the practices of solitude, prayer, worship, fasting, and dwelling in the
scriptures. Each of these has their own challenges, but through this study we are
hoping that we will find ways to incorporate the spiritual disciplines into our normal
routines.
This year’s Joy Gift program was a little different than we have had the last couple of
years, but the youth did a great job with the skits. It is even more impressive to
know that they were able to do those skits so well after only have 2 practices! Thank
you so much to all the youth for participating and giving it your all especially with our
very short timeline.
We also had a lot of fun celebrating Christmas together at our Christmas party. We did a nativity escape room event
where each clue lead to the location around the church to find the next clue. The final clue gave the youth a code to
unlock the prize closet where they found a small gift from the PYC leaders.
After the escape room, things got a little crazy with our
white elephant gift exchange and cookie decorating.
I think we all are hoping that 2021 starts to look a little
more normal and allows us to be able to do some of the
events and games we used to play. It might take a little
while longer to get to that point, but the PYC leadership
team is hard at work to stay creative and to find ways to
keep PYC fun, engaging, challenging, and exciting for our youth.

Every year that I've been in the Joy Gift program, it has been an adventure. It's so fun to be
able to act and sing the story of Jesus every year and, even though it didn't look the same
this year, it was just as fun and enjoyable to be a part of. This year due to COVID, we had to
do 2 short plays and an improv skit. The plays were amazing because they gave each kid the
chance to speak and act but they also conveyed the Jesus story.
Our first play this year was titled “I Didn't Think It Would Happen Like This” and it
was about the story of two play producers trying to put on a play when nobody showed up.
It was a very fun and lighthearted play that had a good message but still got the Jesus story
across. I had so much fun playing my character and I thought that it turned out really well.
All the youth got a chance to express themselves and to act which was exciting to see. The
second play was about 3 reporters who go out and try to find a big story. One goes to the
shepherds, one goes to the hotels, and one asks around the town. They all eventually end
up at the Manger in which Jesus was born and find the biggest story of all.
While we were beginning to plan the Joy Gift program this year, Jake Dulmaine and I had
the idea to come up with an improv skit. The original plan was to have me, Pastor Andrew
and Jake all participate in this play. Jake ended up not being able to come, so Reese joined
the team. Pastor Andrew found a video that another church made where it was kids telling the Jesus story. The video was short
and funny to watch so we decided to take the audio and act it out for our skit. I brought a ton of props from home, and we
turned our dream into a reality. The skit was so much fun to do and watch that I would do it again in a heartbeat. My favorite
part is when we forgot Baby Jesus on the side of the stage and Reece had to shovel pass Baby Jesus to Pastor Andrew.
Joy Gift has always been special for me because it is a time where the children and the youth can show their love of
Jesus to the rest of the members of the church. Even though it looked different this year, everyone had a wonderful time, and
we were able to have an amazing Joy Gift program. I look forward to the future Joy Gift programs either, watching or performing in them.
Jamie Williford

Friday Night Virtual Bingo, Trivial Pursuit and Bad Dad Joke Night: On Friday night, February 26th, we will have our first Friday Night Virtual Bingo,
Trivial Pursuit and Bad Dad Joke Night. It will be a virtual event, using video
conferencing (specifically Zoom). The evening will start at 7:00 p.m. and
last for about an hour. Four bingo sessions will be held, with the winners
each receiving a personally delivered box of homemade Ann Grundstrom
goodies.
If you’d like to participate you can indicate your interest in one of 3 ways:
a) Put your name on a sign up sheet in Fellowship hall…..or
b) Call the church office and indicate your interest…..or
c) Email your interest to Tom Grundstrom (tomann@wans.net).
A week or so before the event, your will be emailed instructs about how to
join the Zoom call. Arrangement will also be made for you to pick up a
bingo card or have one (or more) mailed or delivered to your home. But for now…..reserve the night of February 26th
on your calendar, and let us know of your interest.
Not convinced? Here is a preview: How does a penguin build its house?....... Igloos it together. Now we KNOW
you want to attend!

Thank You, Beth Braswell, Denton Lee, Allison Lee, and Leslie Myers! Thank You! Thank You!
Let us thank Beth, Dent, Allison, and Leslie for serving Oakland Presbyterian Church as Elders on the Session
during 2018, 2019, and 2020.
Together, they lead while Oakland became completely debt-free through the Pulling Together Campaign. They
helped discern Oakland’s need for a clear identity and clear vision. This ultimately led to the creation of our
Vision Team, whose members they helped select carefully. During their leadership, Oakland’s staff grew and
morphed as we hired Sarah Leonard first as Office Administrator and Family Ministry Coordinator, and then as
full time Ministry Staff over Family and Youth Ministries. In their final year of service, they led through a oncein-a-generation Pandemic with flexibility and wisdom.
We owe them a tremendous debt of gratitude. Thank you all again!
Beth Braswell faithfully chaired the Christian Education Team as our Christian Education philosophy shifted
more and more to partnering with parents to disciple their children. She worked hand and hand with Sarah on
projects like The Glow of Hope Party, Vacation Bible School, Easter Parties, and so much more. Beth read and
suggested curricula such as Unshakeable Hope and our first church wide Sunday School study of Generations
with Rob Rienow.
Thank you, Beth, for your “whatever you need” attitude and quiet service at loud PYC events. Thank you for
your beautiful prayers and your cheery confidence that God’s got this.
For the last 3 years, Denton Lee chaired our Property Team as we cared for our 15,000 square feet of building.
Under Denton’s leadership, we used insurance funds to replace the roofs on the Back Wing, the Garage, and
the Office Building. Further, we completely remodeled the bathrooms in the back of the church and renovated
the Youth Center with new paint, new carpet, new lights, and a new smooth ceiling. Even more, Finance and
Property worked together to create a Capital Improvements Fund to prepare for expensive repairs in the future
such as HVAC units, Roofs, or major up fit projects. Denton, thank you for your “let’s get this done” attitude
that keeps us grounded in practical actions. Thank you for thinking about what will serve Oakland now and for
20 years to come.
Allison Lee stepped straight into the deep end of leadership at Oakland, serving as Worship Chair, Clerk for a
year, and on the Personnel Team. Like the studs supporting a wall rather than the wallpaper, Allison’s hard
work is vital but behind the scenes. She was invaluable as we added Staff and became a more complex employer. She insured we were generous and lawful in all these changes. As Clerk, she dotted I’s and crossed T’s,
while Pastor Andrew grew in administrative ability. On Worship, she navigated changing responsibilities when
Keeley resigned and worship during COVID precautions.
Allison, thank you for your “let’s do this right” attitude that cherishes righteousness and responsibility. Thank
you for listening compassionately to member’s needs and hopes and for pushing us to listen well to feedback.
Leslie Myers immediately became the chair of our Mission and Outreach Team three years ago. She helped us
focus all our benevolent energy and resources into a few great priorities. Under her leadership, we have
worked tirelessly to end food scarcity by delivering food to the West Johnston Food Pantry weekly, supporting
Polenta Backpack Buddies, donating and supplying Snack Cart for Polenta Students, hosting RISEAGAINSTHUNGER meal packing events, and writing a grant for the Cleveland Community Garden.
Leslie, thank you for your “we can do more than we think we can” attitude which pushes us to accomplish
what we commit to. Thank you for listening well and lovingly, even during disagreements.
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