Encourage one another and build one another up. (1 Thessalonians 5:11)
His name was Joseph. But he “was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which means son of encouragement)” (Acts
4:36). Joseph. Barnabas. I guess that would make him “Joe Encouragement.” Wouldn’t it be wonderful to be such an
encouraging person that your friends simply call you Encouragement?
Courage is the resolve to face a fearful threat. And courage is fueled by hope — a hope in something stronger than
what we fear.
Discouragement sets in when our hope leaks. We begin to cower before our fear. When this process happens, and it
happens often, we need an infusion of hope. That’s what encouragement is. Barnabas went around giving people hopeinfusions, which helped them keep fighting the fight of faith (1 Timothy 6:12).
We need Barnabas people. We need to be a Barnabas.
A Deluge of Discouragement
We live in a deluge of discouragement. Criticism, contempt, critique, and correction. It’s the native language of our
fallen world. These things roll easily off the human tongue far more than affirmation and encouragement, because the
fallen human heart has an abundance of pride (Matthew 12:34).
We human beings are by sinful nature viciously critical of one another. We’ve even made “critic” a profession. The vast
majority of the analyses of people, ideas, organizations, movements, and governments we hear, whether in the press,
on blogs, or at the table next to us, are negative. (Brace yourself for another presidential election cycle.) There are, of
course, things that legitimately need critique and correction. But the overabundance of negativity is largely due to the
fact that the prideful eye of the fallen human heart is trained to see others’ weaknesses, foibles, mistakes, and sins. It
looks for them and relishes in them. It even sees ones that aren’t there. Why are we like this?
Ironically, one reason is that we are all looking for hope for ourselves. Courage comes from hope. Discouragement sets
in when hope leaks. So we sinful humans are on the lookout for any reason to lighten our own discouragement and the
guilt of our own failings and sins. When faith in the gospel of the grace of the God of encouragement (Romans 15:5) is
absent or deficient in our hearts, we look to others’ failings and sins to make ourselves feel better.
We should not be surprised that this is the case. What else would we expect from a culture in a world under the governance of the evil one (1 John 5:19)?
And we should not even be surprised when the church falls into a disproportionate amount of discouraging negativity.
Our remaining indwelling sin is bent in this way and Christians are under constant assault by spiritual forces of evil
(Ephesians 6:12). Critical discernment is necessary for spiritual survival.
But in the chaos of the battle, we can easily wound each other with critical friendly fire and forget that encouragement
is also necessary for spiritual survival.
(Continued on page 4)

Hello Ladies,
I pray and hope everyone is having a summer that is enjoyable, safe and is a blessing. Always, when the
time rolls around for our article to be posted, I am surprised at how fast time is passing. As I look back
at these years of so much change, I cannot but think of what the next years will bring to Oakland? Will
we have an influx of people with the building of so many new homes in our area? I do pray that the
Lord is stirring hearts daily so that our church can grow with the community and continue to be the light
on the hill that it has always been.
With all the changes in the everyday lives of our members, I am sending out a questionnaire in order to
see what will work best for the women of Oakland. This small list of questions will not take long for you
to fill out and return to the office or to me, Linda, when you see me at church. What this will do is help
us to make decisions that will benefit each of you.
I am hoping to mail this out as quickly as possible and if all goes well, you could have received your copy
by now. If you have received your copy and not already turned it in, please help us with the decisions for
the PW Circle when you see this article. As women of Oakland, we would like for our Presbyterian
Women’s Circle to become a place for us to gather and grow in the love of Christ and to be a blessing to
our community in some way.
That is why the idea of a questionnaire came to mind. It is hard to get to talk to everyone after church
and this will help us with the decisions for Oakland’s PW. I do hope that you will be able to add your
thoughts, ideas and even wishes for our group.
If you would please answer the questions and return them to the church office or hand them to me
when you see me in church, I would so greatly appreciate it.
I eagerly wait to hear from each of you,
Linda Pingel
Moderator of Oakland Presbyterian Women

August Anniversaries
Keith & Sue Braswell
8/3
Celebrating 56 years
Matthew & Sarah Duncan 8/4
Celebrating 10 years
Michael & Melissa Barefoot 8/6
Celebrating 11 years
Merle & Charlotte McNutt 8/6
Celebrating 62 years
Earl & Amy Corbett
8/16
Celebrating 16 years
Billy & Tammy Barefoot 8/17
Celebrating 26 years
Stenson & Elaine Lee
8/29
Celebrating 24 years

September Anniversaries
Rob & Beth Braswell
9/10
Celebrating 28 years
Ben & Kate Swift
9/16
Celebrating 16 years
Biff & Angie Partin
9/17
Celebrating 34 years
T.J. & Hillary Beach
9/26
Celebrating 7 years
Wayne & Kim Baker
9/29
Celebrating 28 years

Financial Update

PRAYER REQUESTS
Pat Barbour
Lilian Blackman
Christy Braswell
The family of Margaret Boyd
James Corbett
Chris and Holly Doerner
Katherine Fair
Benjamin Geary
David Jordain
Chuck Morton
Ken McGee
Ann Lee
Jane Lee
Kris Wilson
Jessica Williams
Brian Wolenowiez
Bill Yelvington

May
Expense - 21,621
Revenues - 21,231
Difference - (-390)
June
Expenses - 21,914
Revenues - 14,588
Difference - (-7,326)
YTD Expenses vs Revenue - (20,083)

Please keep the following family and friends in your prayers. If
you have a prayer request to add to the list, please email your
request to prayer@oaklandpresbyterianchurch.org. This
email address will only be accessed by Ann Grundstrom to
ensure confidentiality, and Ann will follow up with each request received.

August Birthdays

Please continue to keep
Margaret Boyd’s family in
your thoughts and prayers.
She passed away on Sunday
July 24th. Margaret was a
long time member of Oakland and served several roles in our church.

Andria Sears
8/1
David Bjorling
8/4
Cole Doerner
8/4
Cody Jolly-Bradford 8/4
Angela Pleasants 8/4
Jimmy Benson
8/5
Daren Dunavan
8/5
Samantha Dietrich 8/6
Ray McGee
8/7
Mary Margaret Boyd 8/11
Alexander Kuppler 8/13
Bryan New
8/13
Adeline Watkins 8/14
Jacob Dulmaine
8/15
Katherine Graham 8/15
Edward Leonard 8/15
Jack Ruth
8/15
Alex Hamer
8/16
Chris Doerner
8/18
Avery Barbour
8/19
Drew Caldwell
8/22
Rob Braswell
8/23
Beth Braswell
8/24

Edi Broadwell
Drew Boyd
Seth Gooding
Allison Lee
Anna Lee

8/24
8/29
8/30
8/30
8/31

September Birthdays
Alexander Autry
Brenda Barefoot
Wayne Tudor
Ingrid Wright
Chad Myers
Julio Miller
Shepard Barbour
Don Wells
Spencer Corbett
Graham Therriault
Paige Kuppler
Thomas Luter
Coleen Athey
Matthew Duncan
Jeff Thompson
Tammy Watkins
Keith Braswell

9/1
9/1
9/2
9/2
9/3
9/6
9/7
9/7
9/8
9/8
9/9
9/9
9/10
9/10
9/10
9/12
9/13

Fiona Kirk
Mark Hamer
Ava Elizabeth Lee
Linda Winslow
Holly Doerner
Pat Tabler
Daniel Broadwell
Jordan Douglas
Amber Barbour
Mike Stancil
Tom Dietrich
Kolby Jarman

9/15
9/18
9/18
9/19
9/21
9/23
9/24
9/24
9/25
9/26
9/28
9/30

Continued from page 1
Encouragement Is Spiritual Warfare
Encouragement is spiritual warfare. If we’re going to encourage anyone, we will have to fight Satan and our own sin to do it.
The devil is constantly trying to discourage us. He’s the “the accuser of [the] brothers . . . who accuses them day and night
before our God” (Revelation 12:10). And his minions are frequently throwing “flaming darts” of condemnation and jealousy
and resentment at us (Ephesians 6:16). Resist them (1 Peter 5:9)! And our sin nature wants to discourage others. It desires
self-exaltation more than anything. So it relishes focusing on others’ weaknesses and sins out of arrogance or envy. Pride is
why so much of what we think or say or interpret or hear about others is negative and uncharitably critical. But the “God of
encouragement” (Romans 15:5) has given us the weapon that is designed to defeat these enemies: “the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God” (Ephesians 6:17). The Bible was “written for our instruction, that . . . through the encouragement
of the Scriptures we might have hope” (Romans 15:4). And when we have hope, we will have courage.

A Call for Barnabas People
Joseph was called Barnabas most likely because he had an eye trained to see the grace of God in whatever happened. No
matter what theological controversy or persecution or financial crisis or criticism or failure, Barnabas had a resilient hope in
God. When some threat discouraged his friends, he would consistently remind them of God’s promises in such a contagiously
hopeful way that their courage would revive.
And that’s what we want to be like. We need to be Barnabas people.
Barnabas people are those who soak in and store up God’s word (Psalm 119:11) and, by doing so, are able to walk and talk by
the Spirit (Galatians 5:16). And when they talk, they tend to only speak what “is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that
it may give grace to those who hear” (Ephesians 4:29).
This is not a simplistic call to stop thinking critically and be nice to each other. After all, Barnabas, the paragon of encouragement, clearly had a backbone. He went toe-to-toe with Paul over Mark (Acts 15:36–39). But he was characterized by encouragement, not combativeness or critique.
So this is a call for us to cultivate a culture of encouragement wherever we are. It’s a call for us to become Barnabas people,
odd people who are so characterized by being encouraging that it becomes part of our identity. Barnabas people give grace to
those who hear them. They are at-large hope-infusers to the discouraged. If you need help in becoming a Barnabas person
(like I do), one of the best, most practical things I’ve ever read on encouraging others is Practicing Affirmation by Sam Crabtree. Sam is a Barnabas, and a maker of Barnabas people. But becoming a Barnabas person really begins by asking the God of
encouragement to transform us into sons of encouragement who have Spirit-empowered discernment so that we leave
whomever we interact with today more encouraged than we found them.
“Therefore encourage one another with these words” (1 Thessalonians 4:18).
Jon Bloom (@Bloom_Jon) serves as teacher and cofounder of Desiring God. He is author of three books, Not by Sight, Things
Not Seen, and Don’t Follow Your Heart. He and his wife have five children and make their home in the Twin Cities.
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/be-a-human-infusion-of-hope

PYC News
While the youth have not been meeting regularly over the summer, our
youth have been anything but bored! Many of our youth this summer have
been busy attending camps, mission trips, helping with VBS, working as a
camp counselor at church camps, or training to be counselors. It is so awesome to see our youth stepping out to work and serve in so many ways that
help build the Kingdom of God and helps lead other youth to know and love
Jesus!
The summer always flies by when there is so much going on, and this summer has been no exception. It is hard to believe that we are less than a
month away from school starting back, which is sad and exciting. The part
that goes along with the return to school that I am excited about is for PYC
to return to our regular meetings on Sunday afternoons from 4:30-6:00pm!
This year to kick-off the return to PYC, we are planning a day trip to Busch Gardens Williamsburg on Friday,
August 26th. PYC families should be on the lookout for a sign up and more information about the outing in
the next week or so.
Here are a few dates to mark on your calendar. We are waiting on more information about several of these,
so keep an eye out for details as we get closer to the events. Looking forward to a great year studying the
Word and growing closer together through fun activities and discussion!
Friday, August 26th: PYC Kick-off outing to Busch Gardens
Saturday, September 3rd - Monday, September 5th: ARISE High School Retreat
Sunday, September 11th: Return to regular PYC meetings (4:30-6:00pm)
Friday, September 16th: High School Prayer breakfast (6:30am in youth center)
Friday, September 31st – Sunday, October 2nd: Middle School Retreat at Camp Kanata

Sound Room HELP WANTED
Are you looking for a place to serve here at Oakland? We are in need
of people to work in the sound room on Sunday mornings. We are
looking for 3 or 4 people willing to learn the
operation of the new equipment. We will have a training meeting once
we can gather some volunteers. This is such a vital part of our ministry,
so if you are willing please contact the church office
(secretary@oaklandpresbyterianchurch.org or call 919-934-5476) to
sign up.

June / July Session Recap
The session is working diligently to ensure that all of the programs of the church continue during this time
of transition. Change is always challenging, but our members have pulled together to keep Oakland running. Here is a brief overview of what the session is doing.
It was with great sadness the session accepted the resignation of Pat Ellis. The Nominating Committee will
meet to search for a candidate to fill the unexpired term of Pat Ellis.
Christian Ed
Sarah submitted plans for PYC events for the fall. A Family Movie Night on
Friday August 19 was approved. A trip to Busch Gardens & a request for
the middle school youth to attend a Middler’s Retreat at Camp Kanata was
approved. The curriculum for PYC was also approved.
Congregational Care
The committee has several events scheduled. An outing to a Mudcats game
is planned for Sunday August 21 at 1:00. A church picnic is planned for
Sun. Oct. 2.
The 2x2 ministry continues to visit our homebound & shut –ins.
Finance
The session approved the finance team to make short term (FDIC
protected) investments.
The committee reported that giving is down
Mission & Outreach
The committee continues to address food insecurity in our neighborhood.
Donations to the Polenta Blessing box continue & the committee continues
to work with the W. Johnston Food Pantry
Property
The committee has reviewed our facility use policy. The facilities are
available for use by current members & their families & by other non-profit
organizations whose charter & purpose are consistent with the mission of
OPC.
Property is also constructing a corral for the dumpster to limit use to only
OPC.
Worship
The Worship Committee is working on plans for worship events thru the
Fall & in to Advent
Chrissy is leading a project to make new Chrismons. Chrismon kits were
distributed at the July Fellowship Supper.
Training sessions are being planned to train volunteers to operate the new
sound system.
Helen Thomas

Mission and Outreach will be hosting a back to school drive. The back to school supply
drive will start on 8/14 and go through 9/11. The most requested items are: pencils,
black dry erase markers, wipes, composition notebooks, crayons, glue sticks, zip lock
bags, band aids, highlighters, colored pencils, safety scissors, pencil pouches/ boxes,
erasers, and tissues. There will be a box or table in the fellowship hall so please bring
items to donate to help our community and the teachers in it!

"The people that do know their God shall be strong."
Daniel 11:32
Every believer understands that to know God is the highest and best form of knowledge; and this spiritual knowledge is a
source of strength to the Christian. It strengthens his faith. Believers are constantly spoken of in the Scriptures as being persons who are enlightened and taught of the Lord; they are said to "have an unction from the Holy One," and it is the Spirit's
peculiar office to lead them into all truth, and all this for the increase and the fostering of their faith. Knowledge strengthens
love, as well as faith. Knowledge opens the door, and then through that door we see our Saviour. Or, to use another similitude, knowledge paints the portrait of Jesus, and when we see that portrait then we love him, we cannot love a Christ
whom we do not know, at least, in some degree. If we know but little of the excellences of Jesus, what he has done for us,
and what he is doing now, we cannot love him much; but the more we know him, the more we shall love him. Knowledge
also strengthens hope. How can we hope for a thing if we do not know of its existence? Hope may be the telescope, but till
we receive instruction, our ignorance stands in the front of the glass, and we can see nothing whatever; knowledge removes
the interposing object, and when we look through the bright optic glass we discern the glory to be revealed, and anticipate
it with joyous confidence. Knowledge supplies us reasons for patience. How shall we have patience unless we know something of the sympathy of Christ, and understand the good which is to come out of the correction which our heavenly Father
sends us? Nor is there one single grace of the Christian which, under God, will not be fostered and brought to perfection by
holy knowledge. How important, then, is it that we should grow not only in grace, but in the "knowledge" of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.
https://www.biblegateway.com/devotionals/morning-and-evening/today Charles Spurgeons Morning devotional

Our God is an Awesome God!
VBS is one of those things where you do all the
planning and preparing that you can, and yet you
just never know quite what to expect. This year’s
VBS was no exception! While our numbers were
a little lower than we usually have at VBS, it was
still an awesome week with over 30 volunteers
helping lead roughly 40 kids through the story of Joseph. From Bible story, to the Imagination Station, in
games, and music, the kids heard how God used Joseph to show His power and love for all of us. All week
we focused on a different bible point each day that reminded the kids (and volunteers!) of biblical truths
we all need as we go through life.
Through Joseph’s story, we saw that God loves us no matter what; much like God loved Joseph even when
he was shown favoritism by his father, bragged about his special dreams, and was sold to the Egyptians by
his brothers. Joseph then became servant and after being accused of something he didn’t do, he ended up
in prison. The kids were reminded through this part of the story that God is with you everywhere. We
showed the kids that God is in charge when we explored how God used Joseph to explain Pharaoh’s
dreams and then provided the country with a plan to survive the coming famine. God is all powerful! We
compared the life and story of Joseph to the life and Jesus and were reminded that God is stronger than
anything…even death. And when it is all said and done, we saw how God is surprising when Joseph’s brothers showed up in Egypt to get food during the famine. Our great God – full of love, joy, and hope – continually lavishes surprises on us and through this story we were reminded to be on the lookout for ways that
God would show up in our lives and surprise us. VBS is always a busy and tiring week. When it started,
many of us were a little sad to have less kids than normal, but every child and parent who walked in our
building during VBS left knowing that they are loved by God, they are never alone, that God has a plan for
them and is stronger than any trouble or fear they face, and that God is going to show up for them in surprising ways. Having the opportunity to share those truths with the families at VBS is why we put so much
time and energy into VBS. This message is life changing! Thank you to everyone who helped, donated
items, covered our VBS in prayer, and attended this year’s Monumental VBS!

Movie night
On Friday, August 19th at 6:30pm we will host family movie night in the fellowship hall. We will watch Family Camp! Snacks will be provided. We hope
all ages will join us for a fun evening of fellowship.

Rally Day
Please join us for Rally day on Sunday, August 28th during the Sunday School hour starting at 9:30am. We
will hear from the Sunday school classes, enjoy a pot luck dessert and there might even be a door prize or
two. What better way to kick off the fall Sunday school season?!

On Sunday, August 21 the Congregational Care team is sponsoring an outing to Five County Stadium to see the
Mudcats take on the Fayetteville Woodpeckers.
The game is at 1:00. Tickets are $7.00. If your family would like to join us
at the game please sign up on the sheet in the fellowship hall or call (919934-5476) or email the church office (secretary
@oaklandpresbyterianchurch.org) so we can
reserve seats. You can pay Helen Thomas on game day.

August Events
Tuesday 8/9: Mission Trip Share night
Friday 8/19: Family Movie Night
Sunday 8/21:Mudcats Game
Tuesday 8/23: Choir Practice Resumes
Friday 8/26: PYC trip to Busch Gardens
Sunday 8/28: Rally Day gathering, 9:15 am
Session Meeting, 7:00

September Events
Thursday 9/1: Serve night
Monday 9/5: Labor Day, Office Closed
Wednesday 9/14 Be Bold 6:30pm
Friday 9/16: Red Cross Blood Drive
Wednesday 9/21: Fellowship Supper
Sunday 9/25: Session meeting at 7pm
Friday Sept 30: Middle School Retreat

The Process of Selecting a New Pastor
You may be wondering about how the church finds a new pastor. As a PCUSA church & a member of New Hope Presbytery we are governed by the Presbytery of New Hope. Whenever a pastor or interim pastor is needed local churches
work with Presbytery to fill the vacancy. The pastor is an employee of the church, but also a member of the Presbytery.
The Presbytery has salary & benefit guidelines for all pastors. Any possible candidate for pastor or interim pastor must be
approved by Presbytery. The Committee on Ministry (COM) is the committee of the Presbytery that is responsible for this
process.
The COM has met with our session & we are working with COM to find an interim pastor for Oakland. The process requires that we hire an interim pastor before we can search for an installed pastor. The interim pastor will have special
training in transitional ministry & will guide us through the process of finding our next pastor. As part of this process,
once the interim pastor is in place, we will begin the process of searching for a pastor. As much as we may like our interim pastor, interim pastors cannot become the next installed pastor. Once an interim pastor is in place the Nominating
Committee of the church will meet to select a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). Once candidates for the PNC have
been chosen a congregational meeting will be called to elect the PNC. The church may be asked to do a mission study to
assess the health of the church & to determine the ministry goals & direction of the church.
The PNC will develop a Ministry Information Form (MIF) that will describe the church & the characteristics we are seeking
in a new pastor. The session will review the MIF & when approved the MIF will be submitted to the COM for their approval. Once approved, the MIF will be entered into the PCUSA database. Pastors that are seeking a call enter their Pastor Information Form (PIF) into the database. Their PIF describes their gifts & talents & the type of ministry position they
are seeking. The database matches churches & pastors based on their MIF & PIF profiles. The PIF for pastors that are
deemed a match will be sent to our PNC for review. It will be the task of our PNC to review the candidates & schedule
interviews & listen to sermons as they consider all of the possible candidates. Once a candidate has been approved by
our PNC that candidate will also have to be approved by the Presbytery COM. They will approve the proposed salary &
compensation package & then plans will proceed to finalize the hire of the new pastor.
As you can see this is a lengthy process. It takes a while just to understand all the acronyms (COM, PNC, MIF, PIF). On average it takes about 2 years to complete the process once an interim pastor is in place. It is the job of the interim not only
to pastor the church, but also to work with the session & the PNC to work thru this process.
In all of this I am assured of one thing, God has a plan for Oakland. I firmly believe that he already has a pastor chosen for
Oakland. It is our job to pray for this process. Ask the Lord to give wisdom to the session, & the PNC as they discern His
will for Oakland. This process will take commitment, but with God’s help we will find our next installed pastor. God has
been faithful to Oakland for 164 years & I trust in His continued care.
Ephesians 4: 2-3, 11-12
“ Be completely humble & gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of
the Spirit through the bond of peace.
So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors, & the teachers to equip his people for
works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”
Blessings,
Helen Thomas

The Oakland Acorn
Oakland Presbyterian Church
8927 Cleveland Road
Clayton, North Carolina 27520
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

MAIL TO:

Blood Drive Friday September 16th

Sunday August 21st at 1pm $7 a ticket

